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OUR CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS GUIDE 
PRIZES 

• A limited edition 
picture of the Battle 
of Trafalgar 

• Luxury hamper 

• £20 meat vouchers 


TAMAGOTCHI PRIZES pi 2 



ADMIMl10 LEAD 

NAVAL-BAT FORCE 



A ROYAL Navy officer is 
to head a new fixed-wing 
maritime group encom¬ 
passing RAF Harriers, 
Naval Sea Harriers and 
the RAF’s Nimrod mar¬ 
itime patrol aircraft. The 
move is seen by the 
Chiefs of Staff as a “cru¬ 
cial first step” in the for¬ 
mation of an RN-RAF air 
strike force. 

The Maritime Group will be 
under the command of a Rear 
Admiral who will in turn come 
under the authority of RAF Strike 
Command which has its head¬ 
quarters at High Wycombe in 
Buckinghamshire. 

lie will also lake over from Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation (currently 
Rear Admiral lain Henderson) as the 
head of maritime aviation and as the 
authority for all maritime aviation 
standards and practices. Speculation 
that the new post will be tilled Flag 
Officer Maritime Aviation has not 
been confirmed. 

The RN-RAF fixed-wing strike 
force - Joint Force 2000, 
announced under the Strategic 
Defence Review - will itself be 
commanded by an RAF Air 
Commodore under the Maritime 
Group commander. Navy News 
understands that the changes are 
likely to be made by the year 2002. 

In a joint signal to all RN and RAF 
establishments, the First Sea Lord and the 
Chief of the Air Staff (Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce and Air C hief Marshal Sir Richard 
Johns) point out I hat the Jl 2000 com¬ 
mander will be “a potential joint force air 
component commander for operations.” 


That could mean that the Air 
Commodore might he required logo to sea 
with a carrier task group, although a 
Ministry of Defence spokesperson said 
that the details were still under study. 

The Chiefs of Staff signal says: “The 
impact of all these changes on current 
command structures and command rela¬ 
tionships will he the subject of further 
detailed work." 

The planned changes further emphasise 


“jointcry” in the Armed Forces, and are 
included in the interim findings of the JF 
2000 study team which reports to the 
Chiefs of S'taff. 

“Although the study team has consider¬ 
able further work to do before it produces 
its final report for consideration early in 
Ihc new year, the way ahead is now becom¬ 
ing clearer." says the signal. 

Work will also continue on the most suit¬ 
able option for the Future Carrier Based 


Fighter, while in the medium term the 
study team will continue consultation on 
collocation of the Sea Harrier and Harrier 
(iR7 units. 

The Chiefs of Staff have, however, 
stressed that full account must he taken of 
the needs of the people involved, which 
would mean that collocation would proba¬ 
bly not happen for the next four to seven 
years. 

Over the next few weeks the studv team 


will be visiting the units most closely 
involved to set out their findings in more 
detail. 

“Jl- 2000 is a radical and exciting initia¬ 
te e. to which we are fully committed.** say 
the Chiefs of Staff. 

“It is a clear example of how. working 
together, our Services can provide joint 
capabilities while retaining the singlc- 
Service ethos that is so important in 
warfighling." 
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Roebuck's dome run 

THE MILLENNIUM dome presents a new land¬ 
mark for survey ship HMS Roebuck as she 
makes her way up the Thames for a four-day 
\ visit to the capital. Her stand-off in London pro¬ 
vided a break from her hydrographic work In 
the North Sea. Picture: LA(PHOT) Andy White. 


CASH SHORTAGE FORCES ‘SAD’ DECISION 


COMBAT STRESS 
HOME TO CLOSE 


Exeter returns 
with new gear 
- and e-mail 

HMS EXETER has emerged from a 15-month refit as 
the first Type 42 destroyer to have the ADAWS 20 
enhanced combat information system. And in com¬ 
mon with other refitted warships she has had a sys¬ 
tem installed that will allow her to send and receive 
e-mail. 



The residents of Kingswood 
Grange in Surrey will he 
rehoused before the home is 
closed by next September. 
There will also be some staff 
redundancies. 

“It was a difficult and hard deci¬ 
sion to take and a very sad one,** 
said the Director of Combat Stress, 
Brigadier Tony Dixon. He said 
kingswood Grange had been a cor¬ 
nerstone of the way in which the 
Society had provided for those who 
were unable to help themselves. 

I lowcver. the overall level of fees 
from Social Services were “serious¬ 
ly inadequate**, in many cases 
tailing far short of the £350 weekly 
cost of each resident. At the same 
time donations from the public had 
been insufficient. 

Major Colin Crawford, 
Assistant Director of the 
Society, told Navy News that 
the residents were sad at the 
upheaval. It is an upset for 
people who have come to 
consider Kingswood Grange 
as their home, but they are 
taking the news stoically," he 
said. 

“The) know we will not turn 
them out on the street, and we arc 
taking our time over the closure so 
that we can place all of them in 
alternative accommodation of 
equivalent standard." 

He said the veterans would be 
placed in cx-Scrvicc people's 
homes if possible, or in other 
homes for the elderly. 

The Society has promised contin¬ 
ued support for the residents from 
Combat Stress’s network of 12 
regional welfare officers. 

Closure of the home will release 
funds urgently needed by the 
Society to support a high level of 
demand for 4.000 of its clients liv¬ 
ing in the community who need 
nursing, convalescence or respite 
care in Combat Stress's three nurs¬ 
ing homes. 


SHORTAGE of funds is forcing the closure of a resi¬ 
dential home for 40 elderly people being cared for by 
Combat Stress - the Ex-Services Mental Welfare 
Society. 

Computer 
boosts 
mine ops 
planning 

A COMPUTER system which 
will greatly enhance the plan¬ 
ning and operation of the 
Royal Navy's mine counter¬ 
measures has been installed at 
the Hydrographic Office at 
Taunton. 

The Route Survey Database 
(RSDB) will keep a geographic 
database of contact and environ¬ 
mental information and will per¬ 
form a wide range of tasks in the 
manipulation and processing of a 
large amount of data. 

The Mine Warfare Tactical 
Support System (MISS) was 
brought in in the early 1991k as a 
sonar contact database to interface 
with I hint-class and Sandown-class 
minehuntcr systems. 

But while it can display, update 
and store information on seabed 
contacts located by MCM vessels, 
unlike RSDB it is unable to store 
all the environmental and survey 
data which may be needed in 
future MC’M operations. 

At present the system is under¬ 
going trials which arc expected to 
continue well into next year. 

More information is contained 
in DC’I RN 147-8/98. 

Oops! That was 
Argus not Argos 

A LARGE crane called in to 
assist in the refit of RFA Argus 
on the Tvne caused traffic 
chaos in Gateshead - when it 
was sent to the Argos store in 
the town's shopping centre. 

The crane had been con¬ 
tracted by AMP Tyne who are 
carrying out Argus's refit at 
their North Shields shipyard. 

As Navy News went to press, 

Argus was due to return to 
Portsmouth before beginning 
operational sea training at 
Plymouth. 


FOR THE 50th anniversary match of Scrabble, in 
which the Royal Navy and Royal Marines took on 
the Parachute Regiment, it was not so much big 
words that mattered - but big letters. 

In fact, each of these 100 word tiles were 2m. square, 
with the Scrabble board occupying 30 sq metres of 
Wembley football pitch. 

It was the largest game of Scrabble in the world, won by 
a very small margin - two points - by the Navy and 
Marines. The 90-minute tournament, on October 13, was 
played out before the press and an invited audience, and 
the cup was presented in true Wembley style to the cap¬ 
tain of the winning team, Lt Rebekah Shaw (right). 

The rival teams were placed at opposite sides of the 
pitch and each captain passed instructions on to their 14 
tile carriers as to where the tiles should be placed. 




£1 m appeal to finish ship restoration 


A £1 MILLION appeal has been 
launched to enable the completion of a 
ten-year restoration project lor the 19th 
century' frigate Trincomalcc. 

The ship, which for 55 years was moored in 
Portsmouth harbour as the Foudroyant. was 
taken to Hartlepool in 1987 where the 
Foudroyant Trust began her restoration in 


1990. The work is expected to be complete by 
May 2000. assisted by a gift of £125.000 from 
the Corporation of Trinity House. 

The present Trincomalcc Trust was incor¬ 
porated in 1992 when the ship reverted to the 
name she was given at her launch at Bombay 
in 1817. The Trust has raised over £10 million 
for the project so far. 

The highly skilled work by the Trust's 48- 


strong full-time staff has enabled the maxi¬ 
mum original fabric of the ship to be retained, 
with preservation of at least 60 per cent of her 
original timbers. 

When the project is complete the 
Trincomalcc will be berthed in the Jackson 
Dock area of Hartlepool's marina develop¬ 
ment where it is expected she w ill become one 
of the North Last’s leading tourist sites. 


\ 


Big-time Scrabble 
win by Naval side 


ADAWS 20 and her colour tac¬ 
tical displays in her operations 
room will give her greatly 
improved air warfare capability. 
Her anti-submarine capability has 
also been upgraded by SI3VS 3 
twin torpedo launchers and a 2070 
towed decoy system. 

Communications have been 
improved with the adoption of 
Navystar. a whole-ship system 
which enhances information flow 
and gives her the e-mail facility 
alongside and at sea. 

All four of the ship s gas 
turbine engines and her 
four generators have been 
replaced, a new integrated 
galley has been fitted, and 
her hull and superstructure 
repainted. 

Exeter, under the command of 
C'dr Paul Bennett, returned to her 
home port of Portsmouth on 
October 9 after sea trials in the 
Forth exercise areas. She was visit¬ 
ing Cherbourg later in October 
before further sea trials and oper¬ 
ational sea training. 

■ HMS Exeter has been pre¬ 
sented with the carved lid of a box 
belonging lo a former Royal 
Marines gunner who served on the 
wartime cruiser of the name. 

RM Gunner W ; . K. I vans, now- 
aged HU. lives in Australia and was 
a member of the ship's company of 
the old Exeter when she was sunk 
hv the Japanese in the Java Sea in 
1942. 

lie survived capture by the 
Japanese and. when HMS 
Monmouth visited Brisbane in 
1995. he gave the box lid to the 
Commanding Officer to pass it on 
to Exeter. 

Quorn finds 
crashed jet 

AN RAF Jaguar fighter which 
crashed into the sea off Norfolk 
was found by minehuntcr HMS 
Quorn using her remote control 
submersible. 

I’hc RC'MDV (Remote C ontrol 
Mine Disposal Vehicle) was 
equipped with a TV camera. 
Vtdco footage of the wreckage was 
transferred ashore by RAF Sea 
King. 

Ouorn had been diverted from 
fishery protection duty to search 
for the aircraft, whose pilot had 
ejected safely. 

As reported in the October edi¬ 
tion of Navy News, a Royal Navy 
Sea King helicopter from 820 
Naval Air Squadron ditched in the 
sea while searching on September 
4. The crew were rescued and the 
helicopter salvaged. 
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Walker the Atlantic warrior 

THE DUKE of Edinburgh unveiled the £50,000 bronze statue by Tom Murphy of Capt F.J. 'Johnnie'Walker CB, 
DSO*** at the Pier Head, Liverpool on October 16. 

Members of the Captain Walker's Old Boys Association were among the guests as the Duke went on to 
commission the new Royal Naval Headquarters Merseyside at Brunswick Dock. 

The leading Allied escort commander during the Battle of the Atlantic, Walker died in July 1944 of a stroke 
brought on by overwork. He was 48. 


IN BRIEF 


A NEW Mastercard to mark the 
merger of SSAFA and the Forces 
Help Society has been launched 
through the Bank of Scotland. 
There is no annual fee and a per¬ 
centage of the value of each trans¬ 
action goes to the charity at no 
extra cost. Call Freephone 0800 
716097 for details. 

□ Q Q 

STAN SKIPPINGS MBE, ex- 
Royal Marines and just retired 
after five years as Chairman of 
the The Nautical Club, 
Birmingham - he has served 
on the committee since 1977 - 
was invited to spend a day on 
board his wartime ship, HI 
Belfast. 


Building starts 
on Falklands 
chapel site 

ADMIRAL Sir John Woodward, Commander of the RN Task 
Force in 1982, has cut the first turf at the site of the Falkland 
Islands Memorial Chapel at Pangbournc College, Reading. 


-IMS 


Q Q Q 


THE NAVAL Christian 
Fellowship celebrated its 50th 
anniversary with a Service of 
Thanksgiving at Portsmouth 
Guildhall, at which a wooden 
plaque was presented by members 
of the Netherlands Military 
Christian Fellowship, bearing the 
inscription “The people that do 
know their God shall be strong 
and do exploits'* (Daniel 1132). 

□ Q Q 

CAPTAIN Base Personnel at 
Devonport, Capt David Tall, 
read a story to children at the 
Crownhill RN Pre-school to 
help launch the National Year 
of Reading. 

Q Q Q 

HMS NOTTINGHAM provided a 
guard of honour at the annual out¬ 
door assembly of the Isle of Man 
parliament, the Tynwald, also fea¬ 
turing the combined bands of HM 
Royal Marines Scotland and 
BRNC Dartmouth. 


Beaver says 
goodbye 
to Bolton 

BOLTON firemen and sailors 
from HMS Beaver joined forces in 
a 400-mile cycle run up from 
Devonport to raise money for the 
city's Royal Hospital (see page 
10 ). 

The event marked the Type 22 
frigate’s last visit to Bolton before 
she goes out of service next March. 

Said Civic Affairs Chairman 
Cllr Cliff Morris: “This is sadly the 
end of Bolton’s link with the Royal 
Navy which dates back to the last 
war when the people of the 
Borough raised more than a mil¬ 
lion pounds in a week to build 
HMS Dido.” 

HMS Dido was sold to the 
RNZN in 1983, and Bolton adopt¬ 
ed HMS Beaver, launched the 
previous year, when her captain 
wrote to the City Council asking 
that the affiliation be restored. 

Sailors from HMS Beaver built 
an access slipway at High Rid 
Reservoir which will enable peo¬ 
ple who are wheelchair bound to 
enjoy sailing. 

This completed work on the 
project which they began earlier 
this year by building a jetty there. 


The Chapel TVust, of which he is 
Chairman, has spent the past four 
years raising £13 million towards 
the project's total £1.8 million 
budget - most of the rest of the 
funds to be raised will go towards 
fixtures and fittings 
The design, by Crispin Wridc 
Architectural Design Studio, 
Reading, was approved at the end 
of a nation-wide competition 

S nsored by the Royal Fine Art 
nmission. 

“We’ve all worked long and 
hard to get to this stage - with 
many, sometimes seemingly insu¬ 
perable hurdles along the way,” 
Admiral Woodward told Navy 
News. 

“But here wc are beginning 
work on this longed-for building 
and. assuming wc can attract the 
remainder of the funds for the 
interior, wc shall have a finished 
memorial chapel by October 1999 
- a great celebration for the 
Millennium and all the families 
who lost sons, fathers and hus¬ 
bands in 1982. 

“My colleagues and I are hon¬ 
oured to have been able to give the 
nation - and Pangbournc College 
which will look after it for us - this 
very special memorial” 

Q For further details, contact 
Angela Perry, Secretary to the 
Trustees, Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel, do Pangbournc 
College, Reading RG8 8LA. Tel 
0118 9842101 or 01295 730477. 


Docs pruned 
back to pick 
up the plums 

CHANGES in the reporting system for ratings and Royal Marines other ranks will 
scrap seven forms and replace them with three in a comprehensive review of 
Service documents. 


The old forms were found to 
be outdated and lacking in 
coherence by the Rating Corps 
Study Group. Information was 
duplicated octwccn different 
forms and some had “dubious 
relevance”. The new, open 
reporting system, approved by 
the Naval Secretary, is 
designed to identify the most 
able. 

A review of work relating to 
character and efficiency assess¬ 
ments is well advanced, and other 
changes in the reporting system 
are planned, relating to Service 
certificates, history sheets and dis¬ 
charge documents. 

The changes recognise the 
importance of continuous profes¬ 
sional and personal development, 
and the new records will go 
beyond promotion and perfor¬ 
mance to incorporate work objec¬ 
tives and in-unit training. 

Forms which will disappear arc 
C2641, C264. C281, S206CW, 
C365A R141 and CR1. They will 
be replaced by forms S3300a-c 
covering job description, training 
and development, and appraisal in 
that order. 

Documents will be more 
streamlined and more logically 
presented, and copies of reports 
will be given to tnosc to whom 
they apply. 

Accumulated records will pro¬ 
vide individuals with evidence 
which could help in gaining civil¬ 
ian qualifications and accredita¬ 
tions such as NVQs. and provide a 
portfolio of work and training 
experience to show prospective 
civilian employers. 

Full details appear in DCI RN 
135/98. 

Edinburgh in 
Graf Spee 
ceremony 

VISITING Montevideo, a party 
from HMS Edinburgh restored 
British Service graves at the 
Bucco British Cemetery. 

A wreath was also laid at the 
German cemetery where casual¬ 
ties from the Graf Spec, scuttled 
after the Battle of the River Plate 
in 1939, are buried. 

The ceremony - believed to be 
the first attended by a Royal Navy 
ship - was also attended by repre¬ 
sentatives from the German 
Consulate and the British 
Embassy. 

HMS Edinburgh, a Type 42 
destroyer, has been the Falkland 
Islands Guard Ship. She returns 
to Portsmouth on November 26. 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Les Movie Extras 

(Avec le film crew d'Eon Productions on board HMS 
Sutherland, somewhere dans TAdantique du Nord) 

Cut! Cut! HAlas. darlings - nous ne sommes pas quite there. 
Une tots encore, boys et girls, s'M vous plait. Love le chapeau 
avec le cheeky pompon rouge, darling! OK - sommes nous 
rotting? Take 96!’ 

'Si Michael m’adresse comme “darling" just une more toes, 
Jack, je will thump *im ... Qu’est-ce que cest anyway, ce film?* 

‘Oh, cest le latest James Bond movie, Jacques. 
Thunderpussy est le working titre. je crois. Ou so Michael m'a 
cflL' 

Vous Ates kidding moi. Jack! Vraimerrt? C est terrifique. qa\ 
J aime beaucoup les Bond films! Cest ma lifetime ambition to 
be dans un Bond film! J ai cm que c’Atait un de ces crummy 
training films! Donnez moi une kfee du plot. Jack!' 

D'accord £coute, Jacques Un bald nutter avec un curieux 
mid-European accent et une blanche moggy est going to start 
World War Trois par inserting un virus dans I Internet. Bill 
Clinton, Tony Blair, Boris Yeltsin et Bill Gates - les quatre 
hommes plus importants du monde - sont A une summit con¬ 
ference A Monte Carlo Bill Gates a intormA fe reste du Big Four 
ow to break fe banc du Casino avec une pfece de Microsoft 
softw are que s’ o po o tt o Thunderpussy*. Cest irresistible pour 
Tony, Boris et Bill t, naturettement! Mais ils ne savent pas que 
le virus inserted par fe bald nutter will trigger le release aim 
missile on board HMS Sutherland - notre bateau, Jacques I - 
that will, avec spot on accuracy. oblHArer fe casino et tons les 
monde leaders dans un single stroke!' 

Fantastique, Jack! Cest un plot trAs original! Et seufement 
Cdr James Bond peut sauver fe jour?* 

‘Oui. Pas de worries. Jacques. 007 est aussi AMonte Carlo, 
comme cfhabitude — et B n'a jamais fait un mistake sur le 
roulette wheel! A la demfere moment, i! switches tous Bill 
Gates' microchips de noir A rouge! Puis il grabs Tony, Boris et 
les deux Bills - plus la blonde croupfere - straps them alto¬ 
gether around son personal rocket back-pack - et whoosh! Ils 
sont jettA into la MediterranA, ou il y a un autre handy Type 23 
frigate nearby. M est trAs pleased! Par fe way. fe missile, trAs 
confused, turns back to Spectre HQ et vapourises fe bald nut¬ 
ter. Et tragically, sa blanche moggy aussi. Brigitte Bardot est 
desofe, je crois ... En route au frigate, of course. Monsieur Kiss 
Kiss Bang Bang a jettisonA Tony. Boris et les deux Bills into I'og- 
oin. M est furieux - mais who cares about them? Enfin, Bond et 
la blonde croupfere sont happily shacked up dans un dinghy, 
aving un nice snog. Les credrts routent. Fin.’ 

(Back to le filming) 

Silence, darlings - comme j'ai dtt. c ost un take! Je require 
un element de realism cette tots! Fire le missile, Jacques! 
Action!’ 

(Jacques est inspirit II hits le bouton rouge! BOOOOM! Et 
puis le voix du Capitaine de HMS Sutherland resonne dans 
/’Operations Room:) 

'Oui a ordered le release d’un Sea Dart? II a just taken out 
I’hehcoptere carrying fe film crew de Thunderpussy. C’Atait trAs 
realistique! Je suis chuffed aux pfeces! Mais was it what vous 
avez desirA, Michael?’ 


Illustrations par 
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ea Dart makes way for Harriers 



• Piped ashore - Senior staff on HkfS Illustrious give the last of the system a traditional farewell 


ENGINEERS extending the 
flight deck of HMS 
lllustious achieved a major 
milestone with the removal 
of her 32-ton Sea Dart 
launcher. 

The missile systems 
removal makes more room for 


RAF Harrier GR7 ground attack 
aircraft and gives extra ammu¬ 
nition storage space for all air¬ 
craft and helicopters on the 
ship. 

As the Sea Dart system 
began a two-day journey to 
Vickers, where It will be used 
as a maintenance reference 


unit, the equipment spaces 
were handed over to contrac¬ 
tors Fleet Support Ltd. 

Much of the additional con¬ 


struction work for the new con¬ 
figuration has already taken 
place in FSL workshops. 

The pieces are being craned 
on board and fitted together 
section by section and the 
work should be finished in 
January. 



• A delicate moment as the 32-ton Sea Dart system is lifted dear 



Dr a fty 



Engineering opportunities 


V OLUNTEERS from MEMIs or equivalent, ideally 
with full Mechanical Operating or Auxiliary 
Machiners Certificates, are required for service 
in all Minor War Vessels in all Port areas. 

If you wish to be considered for these rewarding billets then 
inform your drafting desk by forwarding a C240 or updating your 
C230. 


, yo 

Officer will need to be convinced 
that you are a worthy candidate 
and that you satisfy all of the Quali¬ 
ties specified in B&14 Article 1)608. 

Service in a MWV could be par¬ 
ticularly attractive if you have a 
preference to serve in Scotland 
which is also the base for the 
Northern Ireland Squadron. For 
further drafting information 
regarding service with the NI 
Squadron, sec BRI4 article 0606. 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
MECHANIC OPERATING 
CERTIFICATE 

As many will recall, the intro¬ 
duction of MEBD in 1994 replaced 
the Auxiliary Machinery 
Certificate (AMC) with the 
Marine Engineering Mechanic 
Operating Certificate (MEMOC). 

A full MEMOC, comprising 
parts A. B and C entitles the hold¬ 
er to Scale B pay. To date there arc 
176 people fully qualified with 
MEMOCs and a total of 556 with 
full AMC’s. 


What is significant here is that 
the more ‘ticket holders’ there are. 
the greater flexibility and choice 
the drafting desk has when framing 
subsequent drafts. 

So the moral is to get yourself up 
to full MEMOC' as soon as possi¬ 
ble and enjoy the financial rewards 
as well as widening your drafting 
options and opportunities. Also, 
encourage a friend who will then 
be able to afford to buy you a beer 
in gratitude! 

MEBD -THE NEXT 
LOGICAL STEP 

The non-specialist or common 
MEM has been at sea since 1994 
and now comprises 55% of all 
General Service MEMs at AB 
level or below. By all accounts, the 
new style MEM has provided the 
employment flexibility required, so 
the next step is now being consul 
cred, especially as they arc now 
passing for LMEM. 

Logically, the non-SQ’d princi¬ 
ple should now be extended to the 
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introduction of common LMEMs 
as the means of providing multi- 
skilled personnel required for our 
increasingly lean-manned ships. 

The work to introduce such a 
change is considerable and is now 
very much in its embryo phase, and 
not yet even approved policy. 

Though just a tit-bit of informa¬ 
tion at this stage, it may help you 
see your own way into the future. 
Remember, you read it here first.... 

ADVANCEMENT TO CHARGE 
CHIEF MEA 

DCI RN 200/97 introduced the 
process of Selection for CCMEA 
and included transitional arrange¬ 
ments to see out the old system by 
allowing conventional Fleet 
Boards to continue until this 
month. 

The transitional arrangements 
also included a check which 
ensures that late Fleet Board tak¬ 
ers will not benefit over those 
selected for CCMEA Qualifying 
Course. 

Consequently, those who 
passed a Meet Board after April 2 
and before 12 November will not 
be eligible for promotion before 
November next year at the very 
earliest, after all those selected 
have completed the Qualifying 
Course and received B13s. 

Whilst the transition from old 
to new is underway there will be a 
continuing shortage of CCMEAs 
to fill complement billets. 

To overcome the problem and 
to make the best of newly proven 
talent, many who passed the tradi¬ 
tional Fleet Board after April will 
find themselves in CC billets 
ashore and non-charge CC billets 
at sea where the Local Acting CC 
rate may be appropriate. 

ACCESS TO DRAFTY 

As most GS engineering senior 
rates will be aware. D2 drafting 
sections welcome telephone calls 
from individuals and their 
employers to discuss availability, 
filling of billets and other drafting 
matters. 


The aim of the drafting game is 
to get the right shaped peg in the 
right shaped hole whicn is desir¬ 
able for both ratings and employ¬ 
ers. Direct dialogue has helped to 
achieve this and in some cases to 
identify a square peg to fill a 
square hole when it appeared that 
only round ones were available. 

Career management is becom¬ 
ing in-thing in the manpower world 
and increased communication with 
drafting desks is likely in the 
future, but please wait for the 
announcement. 

WEAS GENERALLY 

For some time the WEAs draft¬ 
ing plot has been relatively healthy 
with few gapped billets and a sur¬ 
plus in some categories resulting in 
additional manpower, particularly 
in Devonport. 

This situation is now changing 
with insufficient numbers of 
POWEAs joining the trained 
strength to make up for those leav¬ 
ing or being promoted. 

The situation is also exacerbated 
by LWEAs in the new WE 
Artificer 2000 scheme being draft¬ 
ed. in the main, to recomplement¬ 
ed LWEM/LOM billets and hence. 


unlike their predecessors, they arc 
not available to fill POWEA bil¬ 
lets. 

A complicated story but it has 
already resulted in extensions of 
First Sea Drafts (FSDsl to 30-33 
months, and the need to draft 
CPOWEAs to CPOWEA or 
POWEA billets which would previ¬ 
ously have been filled by 
POWEAs, and in a few cases to 
designated POWEA billets. 
Though there is a resultant reduc¬ 
tion in Achieved Time Ashore 
(ATA). none of the four WEA cat¬ 
egories is yet at Minimum Time 
Ashore (MTA). 

WEA(AD) 

This is the category worst affect¬ 
ed and to alleviate the difficulties 
in this category* the Branch 
Manager in DnM has authorised 
the drafting of FSD WEA 
(CEW)s, of which there has for 
some time been a surplus awaiting 
FSD, into WEA (AD) sea billcLs. 

Needless to say, long waiting 
times for FSD WEAs have now 
been eliminated. Of course there 
has been a ‘knock-on* effect ashore 
with gapping on the increase, espe¬ 
cially in WEA (AD) billets. 

This means that any surplus rat¬ 
ings will almost certainly need to 
be drafted to fill these gaps, thus 
reducing the chances of being car¬ 
ried as an ‘additional* in their pref¬ 
erence area. 

A SOLUTION 

It is hoped that the shortages are 
temporary and that the bearings of 
WEA categories will be restored to 
true requirement levels in the not 
too distant future. Meanwhile 
applications for short extensions of 
service (one or two years) for 
WEAs in certain specialist skill 
areas to fill particular billets will be 
given favourable consideration. 

Enquiries in the first instance to 
D2WEA, please. 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 


THE FOLLOWING are 
details of jobs for which 
the Naval Drafting 
Service is seeking volun¬ 
teers. 

CPO (any) for FOTR: a 
shore billet based in the 
London area, CCF training 
and liaison, required April 
for 30 months. 

LMEM(M) for HMS 
Illustrious: a sea-going billet 
based in Portsmouth, nor¬ 
mal LMEM(M) duties, 
required June for 30 
months. 

LMEM(M) for HMS York: a 
sea-going billet based in 
Portsmouth, normal 

LMEM(M) duties, required 
June for 30 months. 

LMEM(L) for HMS 
Fearless: a sea-going billet 
base in Portsmouth, normal 
LMEM(L) duties, required 
May for 30 months. 

LMEM(L) for HMS 
Gloucester: a sea-going bil¬ 
let based in Portsmouth, 
normal LMEM(L) duties, 
required May for 30 months. 

MEM1 MEM(M) for HMS 
Ocean: a sea-going billet 
based in Devonport, 
MEM AMC required June for 
30 months. 

MEM1 MEM(M) for HMS 
Shetland: a sea-going billet 
based in Portsmouth, 
MEM AMC and small ships 
recommendation reouired 
from June for 21 months. 

MEM1 MEM(M) for HMS 
Ledbury: a sea-going billet 
based in Portsmouth, 
MEM AMC and small ships 
recommendation reouired 
from June for 30 montns. 

MEM1 MEM(M) for HMS 
Endurance: a sea-going bil¬ 
let based in Portsmouth, 
MEM AMC required from 
June for 24 months. 

CCMEA for Brunei: Local 
Foreign. Service, Marine 
Engineering Training 
Instructor, required July for 
27 months. 



HcUoSqUo, 
saysDraftu 
. V vCa///rjc..., 
Tmfrte'! 



Advertising our number in phone boxes might give us more customers!" 
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Ships of the Royal Navy 


No 516 



Tanker has 
32 years 
behind he 


R OYAL Fleet Auxiliary Olna 
is not only one of the largest 
of British Naval vessels, she is 
also one of the longest-serving. 

At 198 metres, her length almost 
matches that of the Royal Navy’s aircraft 
carriers, while her displacement, when 
fully loaded, is 36.000 tonnes against the 
carriers' 20.000. 

She entered service in 1966. and 32 
\t\irs later is still going strong. 

Having recently completed a three- 
month refit at A&P (Tyne) shipyard, she 
is likely to continue in service for anoth¬ 
er three years or so. eventually to be 
replaced by one of the new class of RFA 
tankers. Wave Ruler or Wave Knight, 
currently under construction. 

RFA Olna won her South Atlantic 
Battle Honour in 1982. initially sailing 
with HMS Bristol l.isk (noup and then 
joining the main group. 

During the three and a half months 
she was on task she carried out 143 
replenishments at sea and 70 in harbour. 
During the 1990 Gulf War the ship 


Facts and figures 


Class: Fast fleet tanker 
Pennant number: A123 
Builder: Hawthorn Leslie, 
Hebbum-on-Tyne 
Commissioned: April 1. 1966 
Displacement: 36.000 tonnes 
Length: 198 metres 
Beam: 26 metres 
Draught: 11 metres 
Speed: 20 knots max 


ycd a key support role, 
with involvement in 
Operations Desert Shield 
(tne defence of Saudi 
Arabia). Desert Storm (the 
rc taking of Kuwait) and 
Desert Sabre, the diversionary amphibi¬ 
ous assault. 

She operated further north in the 
Gulf, closer to Iraq, than any other 
replenishment ship, and for additional 
air defence she carried an Army unit, the 
21st Air Defence Battery . 

Olna's return to the UK from the Gulf 
War in April 1991 coincided with the 
25th anniversary of her commissioning. 

When not involved in conflicts. RFA 
Olna has invariably been kept busy in 
exercises and deployments. 

She is a regular participant in Joint 
Maritime Courses (JMCs) and is often 
the Flag Officer Sea Training tanker. 

Early this year she served for two 
months with NATO’s Standing Force 
Atlantic (SNFL). 

In 1996 she took part in the major 
exercise 
Purple Star 
off the US 



coast, and last vear was one of eight RFA 
ships deployed to the Far East for Ocean 
Wave 97. 

During Ocean Wave she look part in 
the multi national Exercise Flying Fish, 
and the amphibious exercise Setia 
Kawan. Port visits included Singapore. 
Subic Bay, Aqaba and Djibouti. 

RFA Olna is the third RFA vessel to 
bear the name.The first was a 7.000-ton 
tanker, built at Devonport Dockyard, 
which served from 1921 until 1941. when 
she was bombed and sunk off Crete. 

The second Olna was a 12.600 ton fast 
tanker, built by Swan Hunter. 

She entered service in 1945, initially in 
the Royal Navy before transfer to the 
RFA in 1946. She was scrapped in 1966. 


Cargo capacity: 16.000 
tonnes diesel. 125 tonnes 
lubricating oil. 2,750 tonnes 
aveat. 37b tonnes fresh water 
Complement: 94 (28 officers) 
plus 40 aircrew 
Ma ch i n e r y: Two Babcock and 
Wilcox boilers. Pametrada tur¬ 
bines. one shaft 
Aircraft: Two Sea King HAS6 


| BATTLE HONOURS i 

South Atlantic. 

.1982 

Kuwait. 

.1991 


• Three Olnas 
- the present 
RFA fast tanker 
(above), the 
1921 ship, sunk 
at Crete in 1941 
(right) and the 
second Olna, 
built at the end 
of the war and 
scrapped in 
1966 (below). 


To order black and white 
postcards of the Ships of 
the Royal Navy' series 
please contact Sarah Geary 
in the Business Department 
on 01705 826040 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 25 


• HMS Yarmouth 's Wasp photographed In 1966. 



Westland Wasp 


THIS WAS the first helicopter in the world 
designed specifically to operate from the 
decks of frigates. 

Developed from the Saunders Roe P531 - 
which first flew in 1958 - the Westland Wasp 
was originally known as the Sea Scout (the 
Army version being the Scout). 

It first entered service with the Fleet Air Arm 
in 1963, 98 being built to equip 829 Naval Air 
Squadron dispersed among ships' flights. It 
also served with training squadrons 703, 
(1972-80), 705 (1965-67), 706 (1964-75), 771 
(1963-64), and Britannia Flight, Dartmouth. 
During the late 1960s and early 1970s, 845 and 
848 Commando squadrons each operated a 
Wasp for liaison duties with the Royal Marines. 

Wasps gave frigates of the Leander, Tribal 


and Rothesay classes, over-the-horizon reach 
with homing torpedoes or with depth chargee. 
From 1968, Wasps could also be armed with 
the Nord AS 12M air-to-surface guided missile. 

It is a tribute to the aircraft’s usefulness that 
it was not phased out of service with 829 NAS 
until 1988 - 25 years after it became opera¬ 
tional, being replaced by the Lynx. 

Wasps also served with the navies of the 
Netherlands, South Africa, Brazil, Indonesia 
and New Zealand. _ 

The Wat 
Royce Niml 

giving a maximum speed of 120mph at tee 
level and a climb rate of 600ft a minute. 
Weighing 5,5001b loaded, the Wasp's range 
was 270 miles and service ceiling 12,500ft. 


asp was powered by a 710shp Rolls- 
mbus 103 or 104 shaft-turbine engine 


The Marine Society 



lifelong support for all seafarers since 1756 


202 Lambeth Road 
London sei 7 JW 

tel 0171 2619535 
fax 0171401 2537 
enq@marine-society.org.uk 


Patron Her Majesty The Queen 
registered charily number 313013 


including ... 

★ book purchase facility for serving 
and former seafarers offering 10% 
discount on all titles 

★ quarterly magazine with the news 
and views you’ll want to read 

★ annual competition with valuable 
prizes for literary, humorous and- 
artistic works 

★ College of the Sea, recognized under 
the Forces Distance Learning Scheme, 
with 60 years experience of tuition in 
English and Maths to GCSE/A Level 

- K 


_ 

Please tell me more about The Marine Society ... 

name_rank/rate_ 


address. 


postcode_ 


I’m especially interested in 


www.marine-society.org.uk 


mamt.i 
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Nowhere 
to sleep? 

IN YOUR August issue you 
included an impressive pull-out of 
the Trafalgar-class submarine. It is 
carefully annotated so that both 
the picture and the legend can be 
compared. 

But unfortunately I cannot find 
any reference to officers* sleeping 
quarters or Wardroom - have I 
discovered a colossal cock-up? - T. 
L. Squires, York. 

A problem with this sort of illus¬ 
tration is that some compart¬ 
ments will mask others - not all 
of them can be shown from one 
perspective, - Ed 

Thanks for 
the plug 

NOTING in a recent edition of 
Navy News that enlistment is beine 
encouraged for a short period with 
the possibility of a longer term it 
struck me this could be the answer 
to the recruiting problem. So I 
contacted Radio Nottingham to 
this effect and in consequence, 
along with the area Recruiting 
Officer, had a session on air pro¬ 
moting the advantages of today’s 
Navy, the good pay. food, onboard 
conditions and the prospects of 
foreign service. 

I don’t know whether it did any 
good - worth a try. though. - G. K. 
Smeeton, cx-PO A \ I 

Nottingham. 

A spokesman for the 
Directorate of Naval Recruiting 
told Navy News: m Only those 
who ve done it can tel young peo¬ 
ple what Navy life is really like. 
DNR could do with more of this 
form of assistance ." 

Spot the 
difference 

REGARDING W. Rod s query 
about binoculars (September 
issue). I have a pair of Barr &. 
Stroud CF 25s stamped with AP 
1949 7 X. On each indiv idual focus 
there is a lever which when moved 
gives yellow filter/part 
sunglass deep sunglass across each 
viewing. 

I have been told this could be an 
FAA observer’s spotting glass. - T. 
Pond, Wcstcliff on Sea. 


Union Jack 

high time to 
make it legal 

I STRONGLY endorse the comments about the Union Jack by Cdr Bruce Nicolls, but I 
would also like to bring to your attention a matter of far greater concern than the flag's 
name. 


Flushed with 
pride at Navy 
Days, then 
and now... 

READING the article on the origins of Navy Days 
(September issue) brought back memories of the event of 


Readers may be surprised to 
learn that the Union Jack has 
never been declared as the 
national flag of the United 
Kingdom by any constitutional 
instrument or legal process 
St George’s Cross was adopted 
by the English around the 13th 
century and St Andrew’s Cross by 
the Scots even earlier. The so- 
called St Patrick’s Cross was bor¬ 
rowed from a family coat of arms 
to represent Ireland in 1801. whilst 
the Welsh flag was given Royal 
approval as recently as 1959. 

Meanwhile the status of the 
Union Jack rests solely on a couple 
of answers to parliamentary ques¬ 
tions; one in 1908 (as Cdr Nicolls 
pointed out) and another in 1933. 

This is quite extraordi¬ 
nary, because the flag has 
been in use since 1606 
when the original version 
was adopted, although it 
was never intended to be 
flown on land. 


never befall a national flag: 

• It has never been declared in 
law to be the national flag of the 
United Kingdom 

• It h.is no kg.il standinc on 
land for use by the general public 

• It is a criminal offence for a 
private citizen to fly it afloat. 

• Its design, colours and pro¬ 
portions arc not well understood 
nor laid down in law. 

• Its background has progres¬ 
sively darkened and is no longer a 
true Scottish lighter blue. 

• It is most commonly made in 
unsuitable proportions, being 
rather too long for its width. 

• Its dual names frequently 
confuse and many people arc 


unsure which way up to fly it. 

It is hiah time we citizens 
of the United Kingdom had a 
properly constituted nation¬ 
al flag to call our own, 
defined and established 
within the laws of the land, 
and which we are encour¬ 
aged to fly in accordance 
with easily 
guidelines. 

Bureaucracy is often 
slow, but the Union Jack has done 
us proud over the centuries and it 
surely deserves the dignity of offi¬ 
cial status by now. - Cdr M. 
Farrow, Chairman, the Flag 
Institute, Petersfield, Hants. 


understood 


50 years ago. 

I was serving at Portsmouth 
as a Bov Seaman in HMS 
Barrosa and as far as wc were 
concerned the latest state-of- 
the-art Battle-class destroyer 
was the star of the show. 

Not only did we have sophisti¬ 
cated weaponry, wc even boasted 
a urinal (for emergency use only) 
on the bridge. During Navy Days 
that particular fitting was discreet¬ 
ly covered and any inquiry was met 
with the reply that it was a piece of 
equipment so secret that it had to 
be kept well hidden. 

For one of my messmates the 
general affection shown for sailors 
became more personal - it was at 
Navy Davs Bank Holiday 1948 that 
he met the young lady who was to 
become his wife. 

Fifty vears later, standing on the 
deck of a destroyer during the 
Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth 
brought the memories flooding 
back - with the conviction that the 
friendlv. well-trained sailors of 
today deserve the best this country 
can provide R. Drake, 

Southampton. 

Mil II Ml\ \1 .of the Sea was a 
great success and a credit to all 
concerned. The entertainment was 
brilliant and the organisation per¬ 
fect but. with the amount of cash 
generated by the event, why was it 
necessary to charge serving Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines person¬ 
nel £14 each time they entered the 
Dockyard? 

Even crew members on duty, 
without a pass, were charged - and 
in at least one case the captain of a 
ship in the docky ar d was told he 
would have to walk when his taxi 
was stopped at Unicorn Gate. 
Those with passes were not 
allowed to brine their cars into the 
Dockyard and had to pay to park 
in a private car park. - A. R. 
Wright. Birmingham. 


Smiles for 
Cavalier 

IT WAS a great experience to read 
your article ‘Cavalier Wins I ast 
Battle’ (September issue). 

On reading that she was to he 
sold to the Malaysians. I started the 
Friends of HMS Cavalier Trust in 
September 1997 and with great 
support from cx-RN colleagues wc 
were able to draw’ in donations on a 
world-wide basis. Our thanks arc 
due to them all. 

I last saw HMS Cavalier when 
my destroyer sailed with her on the 
Russian Convoy RAM. which c\|K- 
ricnccd for two weeks in 
February March 1945 the worst 
weather ever recorded during 1941- 
45 

I look forward to seeing her 
again one day in the peace of her 
future home in C hatham Ilisior 
Dockyard. - J. R. B. Hinton, 
Sherborne. 

NAVY NEWS’ support for HMS 
Cavalier over this past year has 
been second to none and I re ills 
cannot thank you enough. 

Over the whole campaign to save 
her the national and provincial 
newspapers in general have not 
supported our quest as they should 
have done. If it was not for your 
magnificent contribution I am sure 
the ship would have sunk long ico. 

Wc have now to raise the 
£350.000 for the matching funding 
and I appeal to all the Naval ixmm- 
ations to help us. - S. C. Anning. 
C hairman. HMS Cavalier Assoc¬ 
iation. Plvmouth. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent s name 
and address, not nsceaaari 
ty for publication. 


r poll 
cd for 


remained forbidden for civilian use 
at sea. and it is still a criminal 
offence for a British citizen to flay 
their flag in any private vessel. 

Thus, after nearly 400 vears our 
famous Union Jack suffers from 
several ambiguities which should 


Guy Fawkas Day Disaster 


WHILE aoing through some 
family photos my cousin and 
I found this one of the sink¬ 
ing of HMS Campania on 
November 5,1918. 

My father, later Lt Cdr W. T. 
Bunt, was the Signal Bosun 
on the Campania at the time. 


He always told how he went 
below to ditch the signal 
books. He took out a pair of 
Zeiss binoculars from the 
safe and put them to one 
side - and always regretted 
not putting them round his 
neck. 


He travelled home in his 
pyjamas and greatcoat. - N. 
L. Burt, Sutton. 

The 12.950-ton Campania 
was originally a luxury Cunard 
liner built by Fairfield at Govan 
in 1692. 



News 
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She was a holder of the Blue 
Riband, setting a transatlantic 
record time of five days. 17hrs 
27mins . . 

Converted as one of the 
worlds first aircraft carriers at 
the beginning of World War I. 
she missed the final signal to 
set sail for the Battle of Jutland, 
struggled to catch up - but was 
ordered back to Scapa Flow by 
Jellicoe, who doubted she 
would arrive in time. Thus the 
Royal Navy lost the air recon¬ 
naissance she could have pro 
vided. 

Recurrent engine problems 
dogged her for the rest of the 
war and then, just days before 
the Armistice, she dragged her 
anchor in a gale and collided 
with the battleship HMS Royal 
Oak. Her boiler exploded and 
she went on to collide with 
HMS Glorious and sank stem 
first, all her maintenance crew 
being safely taken off by boats 
from other ships of the Grand 
Fleet. Divers report though her 
decks have collapsed the 
record-breaking Cunarder 
remains remarkably intact - 
Ed. 
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bailors rode shotgun 


A RAIL journey made 
48 years ago this 
month has stayed in 
the memory of one sailor. 

Bandits made sure that John 
Whatton and his colleagues 
from HMS Jamaica had their 
hands full on the night mail 
train from Singapore. 

John, from Nuneaton, had 
been told to muster with duty 
watch on the quarterdeck of 
Jamaica, in dry dock. 

They were sent to HMS 
Terror, fed and watered, then 
"we each had a .303 thrust 
upon us plus a bandolier of 
ammo, were packed into trans- 
rt and told we were going to 
the guards on the Singapore 
to Kuala Lumpur night train." 

They joined it just across the 
border, but the train was 


derailed by bandits in Johore. 

"After being derailed, myself 
and another got detailed to go 
up the track and stand guard. 
Others were sent to different 
spots along the track. 

"Goodness knows what they 
thought we’d do - three days 
on Stonecutters at Hong Kong 
doesn't make a bunting-tosser 
into a jungle fighter, especially 
when the bandits had Brens. 

"Luckily, they didn't stay 
stay around after they had 
wrecked the train." 

After transferring the mail to 
a relief train, the sailors' reward 
was a couple of weeks' patrol 
with RM commandos - "and all 
this for 5/- (25p) a day," said 
ex-Yeoman John, who also 
served in HMS Ocean during 
the Korean War. 


on derailed mail train 



Quick fix in jungle 


GERRY Hutson watched the 
Sikorskys of 848 Squadron fly 
on to HMS Perseus in 
Portsmouth Dockyard - and 
he later found himself with 
the squadron in Malaya. 

His first week proved 
eventful as the helo's starter 
motor failed in a jungle clear¬ 
ing - but within two hours a 
spare had been delivered 
from RNAS Sembawang and 
they were back in business. 

"My second spell at Kluang 
was just as hair-raising when 
on ops with Gurkhas," said 
Mr Hutson, from Hampshire. 

"We had just finished 
encircling a suspected 
Communist terrorist group 
who had shot at some 
Gurkhas the day when they 


doubled back, passing within 
a few yards of us. 

1 was helping with the 
mandatory head-grease when 
we realised they were Chin¬ 
ese and most likely unfriendly. 

"Our pilot called up to us to 
give them a wave, two min¬ 
utes later they walked into the 
the Gurkha ambush and we 
descended very rapidly. 

"Tothis day lam convinced 
the ping heard off the rotor 
head was a stray round." 

Mr Hutson later narrowly 
escaped with his life - he flew 
into a clearing to troop lift 
South Wales Borderers, but 
pilot Lt John Bawden elected 
to go on ahead alone and died 
when the aircraft crashed 
minutes after take-off. 


Navy helicopters join front line 


T HE MALAYA Emergency 
was a steep learning curve 
for many Navy personnel, 
particularly those involved with 
helicopters. 

The Malayan Formation of 848 
Naval Air Squadron was created in 
response to the Army’s call for heavy- 
lift helicopters, which were not in ser¬ 
vice with cither the RN or RAF. 
according to Les Smith of the 848 
Malaya Association. 

"A batch of 25 were ordered from 
Sikorsky for the Royal Navy under the 
Mutual Defence Aid Programme, and 
the first ten Sikorsky-built Whirlwinds 
were redesignated HAR Mk 21. 

"They were delivered during 1952 
and used to equip 848 Squadron." 

The squadron commis¬ 
sioned on October 29, 1952, at 
Gosport under Lt Cdr Suthers 
- the first Fleet Air Arm front¬ 
line helicopter squadron. 

By the new year they had embarked 
in HMS Perseus for Singapore, and 
after a brief work-up in jungle condi¬ 
tions at RNAS Sembawang. three air¬ 
craft deployed to Kuala Lumpur and 
others to Kluang. with operations 
starting in January 1953. 

"The workload was constant and 
often hazardous, but the skill of the 
aircrew and the performance of those 
early choppers’ impressed everyone," 
said [jcs. 

On May 23. 1953. in the first day of 
Operation Commodore, over 1.000 
troops were lifted by nine aircr.it! 

Four months later the first opera¬ 
tional parachuting from a helicopter 
was recorded when SAS troops 
dropped near Sercmban. 

"Bv December 1956. four years of 
operations in tropical conditions had 
taken their toll and 848 WM with- 
drawn, having lifted over 41,000 
troops. 370.000kg of stores and car¬ 
ried out many casualty evacuations." 



Veteran machine 
still in public eye 


S ikorsky helicopter wvi98 k was put 

through the grinder during tough opera¬ 
tions in Malaya - but it has survived to take 
its place at an aviation museum in the North of 
England. 

The aircraft was built in Virginia. USA, in the 
autumn of 1952, arriving at 848 NAS is Gosport on 
November 19 of that year. 

It was instrumental in Operation Firedog. operating 
from Singapore. Kuala Lumpur and Kuang (seepicture 
above) and was involved in a number of forced land¬ 
ings in 1954-56 as the strain began to take its toll. 

But after its return to the UK the helicopter made 
its first appearance in the limelight when it was dis¬ 
played at the Royal Tournament of 1958. according to 
David Kirkpatrick, managing director of Solway 
Aviation Society Ltd, which runs the aviation museum 
at Carlisle Airport. 

There was then a period of storage, when W r V 198 K 
went to Arbroath, before it became a Class 1 instruc¬ 
tional airframe at RN Aircraft Workshop 
Almondbank at Perth and at Lee-on-Solent. 

It spent some time at the School of Aircraft 
Handling at Culdrose in the early 60s before returning 
to Ixc-on-Solent, but was then downgraded to a Class 
II airframe and became a travelling demonstrator. 

In 1974 it was with an Air Scout group in Gosport. 


and seemed to have reached the end of the line when 
it went to a Portsmouth scrapyard in 1980. 

But m\ \c.irs later it was recovered and painted in 
US Marine Corps colours to appear in the film Full 
Meta! Jacket, from where it went on to a fire training 
centre in Chorley. 

The Solway volunteers took possession 
ot the aircraft in 1992, and it is now on dis¬ 
play during the summer months - at present 
it is awaiting its winter undercoat before 
being painted in RN colours next spring. 

The Carlisle museum boasts another Naval aircraft, 
a composite Pcrcival Sea Prince, alongside classic 
warplanes such as a Vulcan B2. an ex-Saudi Lightning, 
a Canberra, a Gloster Meteor and a Vampire trainer. 

They have just acquired a Nimrod cockpit, and have 
an exhibition on the RAF Blue Streak project. 

The museum is open on Sundays from April to the 
end of October, price £1.25 children, £2.50 adults and 
£6 for a family, and can be open by appointment 
Details are available from Mr Kirkpatrick at the 
Solway Aviation Museum. Aviation House. Carlisle 
Airport. Cumbria CA6 4NW. 

■ If vou have any memories or photographs about 
Royal Navy during the Malaya Emergency, send them 
to Na\y Sens. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POl 3HH. 
marking the envelope “Malaya". 


Recovery operation 
broke new ground 



WHEN one of 848 Squadron's 
helicopters was forced into a 
paddy field by engine failure, 
the conventional wisdom was 
that it would need a road cut 
through the jungle and a bridge 
built across a 15ft stream. 

But RN personnel went to 
the scene and decided to dis¬ 
mantle the helicopter and lift it 
out using another 848 aircraft 

The operation was believed 
to be the first of its type. 

According to contemporary 
newspaper reports, Lt Leonard 
flew the salvage helicopter 
over the paddy field while tech¬ 
nicians worked in waist-deep 


mud, battered by the downdraft 
from the rotor as they disman¬ 
tled the helicopter. 

Lt Leonard made seven trips 
to the downed machine, the 
heaviest section lifted being 
the 1,2001b fuselage which had 
become embedded in the mud. 

They had to endure bandit 
sniping, torrential downpours, 
static electricity from the rotors 
which meant a severe jolt if 
anyone touched the salvage 
aircraft, and leeches in the 
water. 

The operation lasted three 
days, and 5,8001b of equipment 
was lifted from the mud. 


ROOM TO GROW. . . 

NO MATTER WHAT COMES 

ALONG! 



Annington Homes offers a wide range of refurbished two, three, four and 
Jive bedroom properties in England and H ales, built when homes had 
more space . . . inside and out. 

We offer former and sewing members of the forces, preview information 
and special military discounts. 

For further information and to register your interest, please telephone 

0171 940 2318 

ANNINGTONB* 

HOMES — 
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People in the News 



HONK IF 
YOU’RE 
EX-RN 

ROYAL NAVY veterans 
living in Canada have 
found a novel way to 
remember their days in 
the Senior Service. 

Since their Government 
allowed citizens to choose 
their own six-figure car 
licence plates, former ranks 
and rates having been prov¬ 
ing a popular choice. 

Wendy Frail from Ontario 
sent us this picture of her 
Mum. ex-Leading Wren Joy 
Jones, with her plate LDu 
WRN, and says that her 
step father s number* was 
RN RET D. 

Other examples she has 
spotted, such as EX¬ 
WREN, PO WREN and 
STO.MEC, have led to 
much horn honking! 

Did you serve with LW 
Joy Jones 1948-53? See 
Calling Old Shipmates 
P24. 


Internet Doctor is 
in line for awards 



A DOCTOR from the Royal Hospital Haslar who 
harnessed internet technology to help treat 
Servicemen abroad has won a national award. 

Surgeon Cdr Peter Buxton has won a medal in the British 
Computer Society Awards for his Telemedicine system which 
connects Haslar to military' doctors and paramedics as far away 
.is the Ealklands and Bosnia ( \7m News, June 1998). 

the Year award. 

Telemedicine allows medics in 
the field to use a digital camera 
and an ordinary personal comput¬ 
er to send pictures and detailed 
patient information hack to spe¬ 
cialists in Britain. 

The whole system costs less than 
12,000 to set up. and is not limited 
to military use. 

The hospital has had many 
enquiries and has been asked for 
advice by the National Health 
Service on setting up links 
between small local and larger 
central NHS Hospitals. 

Telemedicine recently featured 
on the BBC's Tomorrows World 
with Cdi Buxton demonstrating 
the system from HMS Invincible. 


The Telemedicine Unit at 
Haslar has also been shortlisted 
for a £5.000 prize for Team of the 
Year* in the Innovations section of 
the annual Hospital Dot tor awards 
which will be announced in 
l^ndon later this month. 

The award would also put Cdr 
Buxton in the running for the 
magazine's Hospital Doctor of 



Telemedicine Unit of the Royal Hospital. Haslar. 
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Spielberg gets extra 
help from the Navy 
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Moving House?... 

Make your next move.. 


a Wise Move 
with... 


X 


WISEMOVES DIRECT 

£ 199 * 

Legal Fees 

(Years of experience dealing with LSAP’s) 

Rjchad Solicitors. 

Ttffcr 01822 855300 

•plus VAT & Disbursements on Freehold Sales A. Purchases up to £100.000 


S TEVEN Spielberg’s World War II 
blockbuster Saving Private Ryan capi¬ 
talised on the skills of many serving 
and retired Naval personnel. 

More than 20 former Royal Marines landing 
craft coxswains from RM Poole were hired to 
drive the American vessels used in the opening 
D-Day scenes 

The Royal Marines landed the jobs after cx-Sgl 
Major Ken Murgairoyd discovered, almost by acci¬ 
dent. (hat a special effects company was on the look¬ 
out for amphibious experts to help recreate the 
Noimandy landings off the coast of Ireland s County 
Wexford. 

The Royals ensured a perfectly co-ordinated beach 
assault which showed the carnage of an opposed land¬ 
ing so graphically that the scenes have been described 
as the most powerful 27 minutes in cinema history.’ 

Saving Pnvate Ryan also gave HMS Newcastle’s PO 
Mark Plater his second appearance on the silver 
screen. After working as an extra in the Bond movie 
Tomorrow Sever Dies during filming at HMS Dryad. 
Mark was invited to audition for the part of a 
German NCO in Saving Pnvate Rvan. 

He was picked from over 600 for the job and spent 
three weeks on the set of a devastated Normandy vil¬ 
lage. actually in Hatfield. 


One of the things which struck him most about the 
film was the amazing lengths which the film-makers 
went to ensure realism. 

He said: “I played the part of an infantry sergeant 
in a scene where US paratroopers were grenading a 
tank and stand-ins were needed for the real actors. 

“They packed plastic explosives into a huge funnel 
filled with garden peat and cement dust to make the 
explosions look as though the ground was being 
blown up. 

“It was all very realistic. They used 
amputees in the film, sticking on missing 
limbs and filming them being blown off again. 

“For the sound effects, and I’m not sure I 
should be saying this, they shot real animal 
carcasses to make sure that the sound of bul¬ 
lets hitting bodies was right. 

“And they used agencies to find the people they 
required - there arc agencies for just about everything, 
ugly people, burns victims, amputees, anything!’* 

The film crew were so impressed with Mark’s work 
that they tried to persuade mm to stay on the set for 
another two weeks. 

Although he had no more leave to spare he is still 
on the film agency’s books and is considering a full¬ 
time career in the industry when he leaves the service. 

□ The papers that saved Private Ryan P22 


URGENT 

WE can guarantee you a place in 
The 1999 Flora London Marathon. 

YOl! can help us continue the work that we 
do throughout the UK for people with MS! 

We haven’t asked The Royal Navy before 
so if your sea legs can cope with just over 
26 miles on land and your fundraising 
can cope with raising goodly sums of money 
you could lead the way for a great long term 
relationship with an important national service. 

The Multiple Sclerosis 
Resource Centre 

4a Chapel Hill, Stansted, Essex 
CM24 8AG Charity No. 1033731 

01279 817101 




PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME. ADDRESS 
AND TELEPHONE NUMBER TO THE 
ADDRESS SHOWN OR CALL US FOR 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORK WE 
DO AND THE SUPPORT WE CAN GIVE 
TO YOUR FUNDRAISING EFFORTS 


t t 


We can gwe hid support to any of 
your fundraising efforts, no! Just the 


your support 


» t 


24 Hour Answer Phone available 



• LENDING A HAND: HMS Newcastle s PO Mark Plater on the 
set of a bombed out French village used in Saving Private Ryan 


Storms 
force 
climber 
to wait 


NAVY DIVER Eamon Fallen 
has suffered a major set¬ 
back In his bid for a new 
world climbing record. 

The 30-year-old from HMS 
Endurance had just two more 
peaks to conquer to become 
the first person to climb the 
highest mountains all 47 
European countries. 

But after problems with alti¬ 
tude sickness and five days of 
horrendous weather on the 
5,200m Mount Shkara in 
Georgia, he was forced to turn 
back just 300m from the top. 

Eamon has now set sail for 
Antarctica in HMS Endurance 
and the record will have to 
wait until next spring when the 
ship returns and the weather 
has broken. 

In the meantime, a rival for 
the record, climber Rob 
Bader, is believed to be having 
problems of his own in the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia. 

The Project Manager for 
Eamon’s record attempt, 
Peter Harding, said: “to 
attempt Shkara again before 
Spring would be suicide. 

“The weather has closed in 
now, and as Eamon’s first duty 
is to the Navy, he is sailing 
with HMS Endurance. 

“But I know he is looking 
forward some diving and para¬ 
chuting in Antarctica and 
hopes to arrange some climb¬ 
ing in the Falklands.” 

Asked if Eamon’s resolve 
was any less certain after his 
experiences in Georgia, Mr 
Harding said: “Eamon is a 
very determined person. When 
he gets back, just you try stop¬ 
ping him!" 

□ Companies interested in 
supporting Eamon’s reco o 
attempt on Mt Shkara and 
Turkey’s Mt Ararat next year 
and publishers interested 
his remarkable life sto' 
should contact Mr Harding • 
0121 378 5656. 


NANNY 
OF THE 
YEAR 

A ROYAL Navy reservist 
from Portsmouth has 
been voted Nanny of the 
Year by The Lady maga¬ 
zine. 

Karen Richardson (29) 
was awarded the title and a 
£1,00Q prize after being 
nominated by Terry and 
Helen Connelly from West 
Sussex. 

Her quick-thinking 
helped to save the life of 
their daughter Olivia when 
she stopped breathing dur¬ 
ing an asthma attack earlier 
this year. 



• HMS King Alfreds 
Karen Richardson 
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Naval 
officer 
is top 
student 

THE TOP student on the 
first Joint Service 
Advanced Command and 
Staff course at Bracknell is 
the Navy’s Cdr Martin 
Ewence. 

The 11-month course was 
attended by 325 officers from 
all three Services and was the 
first to replace the three single 
-Service staff courses formerly 
held at RNC Greenwich, 
Camberiey and Bracknell, and 
the Joint Service Defence 
Course at Greenwich. 



• Best all-round student at 
Bracknell, Cdr Martin Ewence 


Daring rescue 
earns award 

A IRMEN from Culdrose who risked their lives to save a dozen Spanish 
sailors after their ship sank in a violent storm have won three awards for 
their courage, professionalism and teamwork. 

In early February this year, three Sea King helicopters from 810 Sea Flight were embarked in 
RFA Argus when the ship intercepted a radio message stating that a ship had sunk 200 miles West 
of Lisbon. 



The Spanish container vessel 
Delfin Del Mediterraneo had 
gone down in one of the severest 
Atlantic gales of the year and 14 
people were adrift in life rafts. 

The severity of the weather had 
already forced flying from Argus to 
be suspended, and Spanish and 
Portuguese authorities were reluc¬ 
tant to launch a rescue operation 
for the same reason. 

But with so many lives in such 
serious peril, the squadron decided 
to attempt a rescue. 

The first two helicopters were 
launched at 6.45pm and reached 
the scene at 8pm. Conditions were 
even worse than those forecast, 
with a severe electric storm, driving 
rain, winds gusting up to 65 knots 
and 60ft seas. 

The crews repeatedly winched 
the seamen to safety', but when 
CPO Airman Philip Davies was 
seriously injured, one of the heli¬ 
copters was forced to return to 
Argus with the first three survivors. 

In the meantime, a third heli¬ 
copter was launched to continue 
the task of rescuing survivors from 
the rafts which were tossing vio¬ 


lently in the heavy swell. 

Lt Cdr Clive Rawson. Flight 
Commander of 810 NAS Sea 
Flight said: "The conditions on the 
night were extremely testing and 
like none which anyone had experi¬ 
enced before. They placed excep¬ 
tional demands on all the crews, 
some of whom had been airborne 
for almost eight hours. 

"Although all aircrew are 
trained in search and rescue 
techniques none of those 
taking part were experts in 
this field. 

"All of those involved demon¬ 
strated an outstanding level of pro¬ 
fessionalism, tenacity and courage, 
and in spite of what appeared to be 
insurmountable odds, they perse¬ 
vered. recovering 12 survivors (and 
one body) before being forced to 
rest." A lucky 13th survivor was 

f licked up 17 hours later by a Lynx 
rom the Dutch ship Tromp. 

Since then, the daring rescue by 
810 NAS has earned the souadron 
The Prince Philip Helicopter 
Rescue Award frgm the Guild of 
Air Pilots and Air Navigators, the 
Green Endorsement from FONA, 


and the Portuguese Navy’s 
Medalha de Couragem. 
Abnegacao e Humanicidc. Gru 
Praia, a medal for courage, sacri¬ 
fice and humanity. 


• Portuguese Defence Attache Capt Joachim Mendonca presents 
the medal to 810 NAS Sea Flight s Lt Cdr Clive Rawson. 

The flight also received The Green Endorsement from Rear 
Admiral Terry Loughran, the highest honour Flag Officer Naval 
Aviation can bestow. 



• 810 NAS Sea Flight : Left - Lts John Brotherton, Mike Bullen, Gary Milton, CPO Phil Davies, Lt 
Kevin Dodd, PO Steve Elsby and LA Kevin Monk. Centre - Lt Cdr Rawson, Lts Martin Brooman, Craig 
Finch, LA Mike Weston and Lt Tim Oatley, and right - Lt Cdr Neil Hunter, Lts Max Harris and Martin 
Roberts, CPO John Banks and PO Steve MIL 


to apply for 


► 


a CAPITAL BANK 

Personal loan, 
you don’t need 
to make an 
appointment, 
just a 

phone call 


From 


12.9 

APR on loans 
over £10,000 


Usually you start repaying a Personal Loan 
immediately. But with a CAPITAL BANK Personal 
Loan you can sit back and relax. That's because 
you'll enjoy a special three month 
'repayment holiday. You could apply 
for up to £15,000 at special rates, 
from 12.9 APR for loans over 
£10,000. And all rates are FIXED for 
the term of your loan. All this is just a phone call 
away. You could get a decision in minutes and 
your cheque delivered tomorrow!* 


CALL NOW ON 


01244 692 959 


Quoting Response Code NVYTST 

Lines ere open: 8am to 10pm weekdays, 8.30am to 6pm Saturdays, 9.30am to 5.30pm Sundays 
Please have your Bank/Building Society details and employer's 
name and address to hand when you call. 


CAPITAL BANK 

(A SANK OS SCOTLAND GSOUf COMFANY ) 


Loans are provided, subject to status, by CAPITAL BANK pic. Capital House, City Road, Chester CH88 3AN. Written quotations are available on request You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man) to apply. The APR will vary depending on the amount of your loan. APR and repayment details are correct at the time of print. Certain purposes of loan may be excluded or have limited repayment periods; please ring for details. 
On loans of £10,000 and over the minimum repayment period will be 24 months. Any information provided by you may be used by the Lender and others for marketing (by poet, phone, e-mail or fax), credit scoring and other pu r poses, 
t Telephone calls may be monitored and recorded to assist with staff training. For Example: for a loan of £4.000 repayable by Direct Debit over 4 years, your monthly repayments would be 48 of £119.73, commencing three months after 
your loan cheque is issued. The total amount payable would be £5.747.04. 18.9 APR If you choose the optional courier s ervi ce , an additional £35 will be payable one month before your first monthly repayment • Delivery may take longer 
for weekend applications or in outlying areas. 12.9 APR for loans of £10,001 • £15,000. 14.9 APR for loans of £7.501 £10.000, 16.9 APR for loans of £5.001 • £7,500. 18.9 APR for loans of £2.501 - £5.000. 20.9 APR for loans of up to £2.500. 































iVY NEWS, NOVEMBER 1998 


Helping Hands 



MOD backs 


anniversary 
RNLI target 


WITH the Royal National Life¬ 
boat Institution celebrating 175 
years of saving lives at sea next 
year, the MOD’S CISPOTEL 
(Civil Service, Post Office and 
British Telecommunications) 
appeal is raising money towards a 
new Severn-class lifeboat. 

CISPOTEL is one of the 
MOD’s officially-sanctioned chari¬ 
ties, and one of the RNLI’s largest 
corporate contributors. 

The new lifeboat will cost 
around £1.75 million, and as part 
of the anniversary celebrations the 
RNLI is planning a synchronised 
launch of lifeboats from every sta¬ 
tion in Britain on May 4,1999. 

And if events go according to 
plan, the week of June 20, 1999 
will see a flotilla of overseas and 
UK lifeboats converging on Poole 
Harbour, and featunng in a royal 
review. 

Charity cyclists 
set a hot pace 

CREW members from Bolton’s 
adopted ship HMS Beaver and 
Bolton’s firemen have raised more 
than £1,500 after completing a 
328-mile marathon cycle ride. 

The money has been raised for 
the Royal Bolton Hospital's neo¬ 
natal unit. 

The team from the Dcvonport- 
based Type 22 frigate rode from 
Devon port to Bolton as part of the 
ship’s last official visit to the town. 


Trust teams hit the deck 


PRINCE'S Trust volunteers took to 
the flight deck of HMS Ark Royal 
to raise cash for a community pro- 

i*ct- 

The 12-strong team, based at 
Swavthling Youth Centre in 
Southampton held a sponsored 
wheelchair push on the carrier in 
Por ta mouth to halp ref u rbi sh out¬ 
door areas and equipment used 
by children of Salterns School, 
Totton. 

CPO Bob Coleman, who has 
been seconded to the Prince’s 


Trust for the last three months of 
his Naval career, said the event 
raised about £900, and added 
that the ship had been a great 
help in organising the push. 

The ship's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr David Lewis, sig¬ 
nalled the start of the event 

The Thist volun te er s psreonal 
development programme 

embraces people aged 16-25 
from different backgrounds and 
abilities, working and unem¬ 
ployed. 



• On your marks - the Commanding Officer of HUS Ark 
Royal, Cdr David Lewis, sets the teams on that way. 


Fearless ferries rover 


raised 
boll 



Q 


• Easy does it - the Land Rover Is craned from HUS Fearless In Rotterdam 
at the start of its marathon drive against malaria. 


HMS FEARLESS has 
helped a charity fund-rais¬ 
er at the start of his five- 
ear 44 Drive Against 
ialaria”. 

Dave Robertson, a malaria 
sufferer and himself an 
invalid, hitched a lift for him¬ 
self and his Land Rover when 
the assault ship crossed the 
North Sea to Rotterdam. 

Transporting Land Rovers 
is something Fearless takes 

C ie m. and the vehicle was 
ded ashore during 
Rotterdam’s World Harbour 
Festival, attracting national 
and local media to the ship 
for a press conference. 

Mr Robertson plans to 
drive through 124 countries 
across the world in support of 
MEMISA, a major chanty 
which funds and supports the 


global fight against malaria. 

He is taking a laptop com¬ 
puter with which he will 
update MEMISA’s Internet 
web page. 

You can follow him at 
http: //www. driveagainstmalor- 
ie.org 

■ Fearless was moored stem- 
to-stern with the Dutch 
amphibious assault ship 
HNLMS Rotterdam during 
her visit to the World 
Harbour Festival. 

The British ship was open 
to visitors for three days and 
many took the chance to go 
aboard - including a recently- 
married couple who were 
passing the ship en route to 
their honeymoon hotel. 

Offboard activities for chil¬ 
dren included a ski track and 
assault course. 


i nc level ui Mn 

Forces Help can give is gre 
influenced by fund-raising, an 
for one am keen to do my bit" 


COMBAT STRESS 



1 


Bringing peace 
to mindset 


They used to cal it *Shefl Shock'. Now rs called *000160! Stress'. For Paul 
Moms, an Exocet in tie FaMands meant that he may never again find the w* 
tace tne noise ot me outside wono. 

rof many veterans of mat contact - Korea, me beoono wono war ana now 
Bosnia too - the story is the same. Oombat Stress' can shatter a Me forever 
Today Paul a looked after by the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society. With 
over 4.000 men and women to care for and who knows how many more, we 
need every penny you can spare Psychiatric care, nurang and the management 
of our homes costs money that w* only come from people like you. people 
who care about those who gave more than they could spare. Please do help. 
We have need ot every penny urgently 


They tried to give more than they could. 
Please give as much as you can. 
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EX-SERVICES MENTAL WELFARE SOCCTY 
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Working for 
their dinner 


TRAINEES from a class at HUS 
Col ling wood spent three days 
at a Fareham school helping 
out with DIY jobs and acting as 
classroom assistants. 

The class of trainee sub¬ 
mariners, N1TSM11 (pictured 
at work), were on a break in 
their career training and con¬ 
tacted Orchard Lea infant 
school to sea how they could 


BID. 

Durin 


ing their visit they paint¬ 
ed walls, tidied gardens and 
demonstrated Navy circuits to 
the pupils. 

As a special treat they were 
also given school dinners... 



Yacht race 
tales help 
children 

YACHT-RACE hero Pfctc Goss 
has lent his support to SSAFA 
Forces Help witn a lecture on his 
high-seas adventures. 

In a talk entitled Close to the 
Wind, Pete, a former Royal 
Marine, told of his battle against a 
severe storm during the round- 
the-world yacht race in December 
19%, when he came to the rescue 
of a fellow competitor in the 
Pacific. 

The lecture, at the Royal 
lie Society in London, 
,000 towards adventure 
for forces children with 
needs, held every year in 
UK and Germany. 

Pete said: "As an cx-Royal 
Marine, I am aware of the good 
work that SSAFA Forces Help 
does to support serving and 
retired members of the Armed 
Forces and their families. 

“The level of support SSAFA 

greatly 

, and I 
my I ‘ 

Sponsorship 
plea from 
marathon man 

MARATHON man Barrie 
Siddons is seeking sponsorship to 
carry him through tne New York 
Marathon at the beginning of this 
month. 

Barrie, who served in the Royal 
Navy between 1958 and 1970, has 
already completed two London 
Marathons. 

Now, at the age of 58, he is 
crossing the Atlantic to try his luck 
in the Big Apple, and will be rais¬ 
ing money for the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Thist. 

Barrie, who served in HM ships 
Mounts Bay, Belfast, Bermuda 
and Berwick, asks anyone who 
wishes to contribute to send their 
sponsorship direct to the RNBT at 
Castaway House, 311, TWyford 
Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE. 

Harvest hampers 

THE CONGREGATION at St 
George with St Gabriel’s Church 
at HMS Collingwood pooled their 
resources to provide Harvest 
Festival hampers full of food and 
other supplies for elderly residents 
of Collingwood House 
Fareham. 


in 



• Northern runners - three leading Wrens from RN air station 
Yeovftton have raised £1,000 for a children s hospice. Sharon 
Smith , Lesiey-Ann Robinson and Karrie Dunne Joined In the 
Greet North Run, and despite the cold, Los fey-Ann said they 
had a good time, all ran just under two hours, and may 

to 


i hospice. Shat 
nne joined In i 
ley-Ann said tt 
hours, an 

it!tempt a marathon next year The money will go 
Children s Hospice South West at Barnstaple. 


Summer show boost 
for sensory garden 


A NAVAL establishment has 
handed over a cheque for 
£5,000 to a centre for dis¬ 
abled children. 

Part of the proceeds of the 
HMS Sultan summer show 
were presented to the 
Fareham and Gosport 
branch of KIDS, a family cen¬ 
tre for children with special 


The donation will assist 
the centre In creating a 
unique sensory garden for 


children with sensory impair¬ 
ment and physical disabili¬ 
ties. 

The specially-designed 
garden will help stimulate 
the children's awareness. 

The £5,000, handed over 
by Lt Cdr Paul Cass and PO 
Butch Doughty, represents a 
quarter of the total required, 
and It is hoped BBC Garden¬ 
ing expert Alan Then marsh 
will be involved with the 
design. 


Starlight run nets £500 


EIGHT members of Special 
Communications Unit 
Leydene and HMS Illustrious 
competed in the Great South 
Run in Portsmouth - and 
hope to have raised more 
than £500 in the process. 

Leydene has entered a 
teem In support of e chil¬ 
dren's charity for four years. 

This year they ran for the 
Starlight Foundation, which 
ralaes money to grant wish¬ 
es to seriously and terminal¬ 
ly III children. 

All members of the team 


finished the 10-mlle 
within Ihr 35m, the fastest 
being Lt James Blakely USN 
In Ihr 15m. 

The other m ember s of the 
team were (from loft) 
CPOWEA Lance Morris, 
(EW) Tracey Welker, 


WOM(E 
CPCXR) 
Craig U 
Manister, 


CCCT Paul 
CTM1 Scott 
Bertrand USN. 

Lt Blakaly la far right, and 
the final team member, 
POWEM<R) Ian Mason la 
missing from the picture. 
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.—iline Event promises to be one of biggest tourist draws in South East 


to help 
veterans 

THE MINISTRY Of Defence 
has launched an information 
hotline to help sort out worries 
and problems for ex- 
Serviccmcn and women. 

The Veterans* Advice Unit is a 
telephone service for the UK’s 
estimated 15 million cx-Servicc 
veterans and dependants, where 
trained advisers arc available to 
listen to concerns and provide 
informed and practical advice. 

Delivering one of the first initia¬ 
tives announced as pan of the 
recent Strategic Defence Review, 
Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson spoke of his satisfac¬ 
tion in launching the VAU and the 
Government's commitment to 
view Service personnel welfare as 
an integral part of defence policy. 

Britain’s Armed Forces 
take a justifiable pride on 
being the individual 
Serviceman or woman's 
second family - in times of 
need, the Service is there 
to provide guidance and 
support,'* he said. 

“However, on leaving the 
Armed Forces, some personnel 
can find it difficult to adjust to life 
outside’ and miss the support 
given by the Services’ duty of 
care.” 

The VAU will address that 
problem by guiding cx-Servicc 
personnel towards health care, 
social, welfare and other services 
provided by Government depart¬ 
ments. agencies and other bodies. 

The is staffed by spccialK 
trained warrant officers who have 
served on attachment to the Royal 
British Legion's I rgionlinc and the 
SSAFA Forces Help line. 

The VAU operates Monday to 
Friday, 0900 to 1700, taking calls 
on 0&456 02 03 02 , which arc 
charged at local rates. An answer 
phone operates out of hours. 

Plans laid for 
defence land 

PI ANS are being laid to transform 
a 40-acre former defence site. 

The Berkeley Group hopes to win 
permission for its plans to redevelop 
the Royal Clarence Yard and St 
George Barracks North. Gosport, in 
the spring. 

The £50 million project includes 
plans for a maritime events centre, 
more than 300 homes, and offices. 



• Uprising - submarine H33, built in 1918, surfaces during Chatham Navy Week in 1935. 

Navy Days returns 
to historic Chatham 


£3m funding 
up for grabs 

UP TO £3 million is up for 
grabs in a major Naval 
grants initiative. 

The trustees of the Sailors’ 
Fund, the Fleet Amenities 
Fund and the RM/RN Sports 
Fund have decided to release 
up to £3 million “for the ben¬ 
efit of serving personnel” - 
that might range from sports 
facilities such as a fitness suite 
to new communal buildings. 

It is unlikely that any pro¬ 
jects worth less than £l 0 o.OO() 
will be considered, and the 
probable ceiling will be in the 
region of £400,000. 

Broad plans will be consid¬ 
ered by the Grants 
Committee from November 
6 , and those selected will be 
invited to submit detailed 
plans by February 13. with 
the final selection and release 
of money on March 18. 

Details of regulations and 
key dates are published in RN 
Temporary Memorandum 
192/98 and DCI RN 154 98 


NAVY Days is to return to the 
Medway with the relaunch of 
the Chatham version after 18 
years. 

Medway Council has given its 
backing to plans for a three-day 
event from May 29-31 at both the 
Historic Dockyard and Chatham 
Maritime. 

Organisers promise that in addi¬ 
tion to the “traditional warships 
and military extravaganza”, the 
occasion will include music, danc¬ 
ing. and a firework finale. 


Medway Council has offered 
£ 100,000 of financial support, and 
Cllr Vernon Hull, chairman of the 
council’s Economic Development 
and Europe Committee, saia: “We 
know the nostalgia that there Is in 
Medway for Navy Days and we 
welcome the boost the revival of 
this event looks set to give to the 
local economy. 

“Tourism is worth £80 million a 
year to Medway’s economy and 
2,800 jobs depend on it. 

“Navy Days will be one of the 
area’s biggest tourism draws next 


New gun lor the new millennium 


UPGRADED gun mountings 
will start appearing on RN 
ships in the year 2000 follow¬ 
ing the placing of a contract. 

Marconi Marine Land and 
Naval Systems, formerly 
VSEL Barrow, will design, 
develop and produce a series 
of modifications, to be desig¬ 
nated the 4.5 Mk 8 Mod 1 Gun 
Mounting. 

The first contract is to 
upgrade eight mountings in 
Type 23 frigates, Type 42 
destroyers, and at HMS 
Cambridge and HMS 
Collingwood, with the first 


being fitted to a Type 23 in 
April 2000. A further contract 
lor 17 more mountings is to 
be placed shortly. 

The upgrade will improve 
the reliability of the equip¬ 
ment by replacing 30-year-old 
technology with modern elec¬ 
trical and electronic systems 

The modified mountings 
will be lighter, and there will 
be a new gun shield - produc¬ 
ing a reduced radar profile - 
and sealing bag, which 
should reduce the amount of 
water which leaks into the 
gunhouse. 



• Fond farewell - HMS Spartan was the last submarine to salute HMS Dolphin, days before the estab¬ 
lishment was decommissioned. PtcM: laiphot) Gary Du*m 


Dolphin passes into history 


HMS DOLPHIN, the home of the Royal Navy's 
Submarine Service, has passed into history. 

The Gosport establishment has decommissioned 
and reverted to its former name. Fort Blockhouse, 
under the Commandant of the tri-Scrvicc Royal 
Defence Medical College. 

A reunion weekend for the Submarine Officers Life 
Members Association and the Submarine Old 
Comrades Association marked the start of the decom¬ 
missioning process, during which a bas-relief of a sub¬ 
mariner commemorating all those who served in HMS 
Dolphin was unveiled by Rag Officer Submarines, 
Rear Admiral Rob Stevens. 

The decommissioning itself was in the form of a 
reception for all those working at the base, followed by 
prayers. Beat Retreat by the Band of Her Majesty’s 
Royal Marines and a ceremonial Sunset. 

The White Ensign was lowered and handed to Cdr 


Jeff Tall, director of the RN Submarine Museum, and 
the keys of Fort Blockhouse were then handed by 
Admiral Nigel Essen high. Commander-in-Chicf Reel, 
to Air Marshal John Baird, the Surgeon General. 

Dolphin came into being when the Navy moved into 
Blockhouse in 1905 to establish a submarine station. 

But submarines will remain on the Fort Blockhouse 
agenda for some time yet - the RN Submarine School 
will not transfer to Cornwall until the year 2000. and 
the landmark Submarine Escape Training Tower will 
remain open for the foreseeable future. 

The site is now home to 33 Field Hospital as well as 
the medical college. 

■ The first turf has been dug for the new RN 
Submarine School at HMS Raleigh. Torpoint, by Rear 
Admiral John Chadwick. Flag Officer Training and 
Recruitment. 

The new school will eventually bring 200 Naval per¬ 
sonnel and a large number of students to the area. 


year, and our support for the event 
is based on sound business princi¬ 
ples. 

“With 25 per cent of ticket 
income due to come to the council, 
the whole Medway community 


should benefit.” 

Although plans have yet to be 
finalised, it is hoped that RN war¬ 


ships will be open to the public, 
and ships from foreign navies arc 
also to ne invited. 

Cavalier to go on show 


HMS CAVALIER, the rescued 
warship which is due to arrive 
in Chatham at Easter, will be 
one of the main attractions at 
Navy Days. 

She will also be on show on 
May 7-9 when members of 
more than 130 Naval associa¬ 
tions and RNA branches get 
together for a Reunion 
Showcase arranged by the 
HMS Cavalier Association. 

Chairman of the Association, 


Sid Anning, said the event was 
being held as the first in a 
series to provide an “umbrella 
of support” for the World War II 
destroyer. 

■ Donations to the Cavalier 
Appeal can be made via Mr M. 
Clarke, 1, Kennedy Close, Pur- 
brook, Portsmouth P07 5NY. 
Cheques and postal orders 
should be made out to The 
HMS Cavalier (Chatham) 
Consortium. 


Trees to recall 
lost shipping 

A SAILOR’S widow has inaugu¬ 
rated an unusual convoy. 

Mrs Carrie Hailwood, whose 
husband Second Engineer Officer 
Christopher Hailwood died in 
■dim m UFA Sir Galahad at Bluff 
Cove in June 1982, unveiled the 
memorial plaque for the Merchant 
Navy Convtw. a four-hectare tree 
planting at tne National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire. 

Each of the 2^35 trees will rep¬ 
resent a British merchant ship or 
fishing vessel lost in the Second 
World War, but the Merchant 
Navy Welfare Board, who instigat¬ 
ed the Convoy, hope the memorial 
will commemorate the lives of the 
46,000 British merchant seafarers 
who died in many conflicts. 


traser 

Reputed to be the easiest 
watch in the world to read 
in low light conditions... 

^ % . # * * * 4 * * A* 

even in total darkness. 


...the ultimate Forces watch 


traser light source guaranteed for 10 yearsrv/Uhout 
using batteries, buttons or exposure to light. 

• Water resistant to 200m 

• Manufactured m Switzerland 

• US-MIL-SPEC: MIL-W-46374F , 
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HIVER ME timbers there’s a fair old breeze 
the water, I think it’s that there 
Hurricane Georges what’s blowing across 
the world. 

We’re all feeling a little bit under the weather here so if 
any of you landlubbers have a good cure for seasick¬ 
ness then you had better let us know. 

I understand that there’s another Captain on the sea 
that’s grabbing your attention. Me crew tell me he’s 
called Captain Pugwash. I think you had all better write 
and tell me what he’s like in case I run into him on the 
high seas. 

I believe about this time of year you all set off some 
gunpowder in little tubes. If you do, just ye be careful. I 
once put too much gunpowder in me old cannon and 
clean blew poor old parrot off me shoulder, so watch out 
\^and obey that there code they call the Firework Code. 


GANG PL A/ JK HEMBER5 

WIN! WIN! WIN! 

row* 



One of 

BANDAI 

* A m uJt* w~\ V 

/Vf-rU 


ANGELS 

A HEAVENLY HOST OP ANGELIC CHARACTERS 

GAN DAI 

OfciMBW 

HE ORIGINAL BATTLING MONSTERS 



BIG ON ACTION WITH A SPLIT SCREEN 


TO WIN... Write and tell captain Plank what you would like 

to read and learn about in your 'GANG PLANK’ pages 
And you could win one of these Virtual Games. 


Name . Membership Number 

Address . 


Send your entry to: THE GANG PLANK CLUB' NAVY NEWS. HMS NELSON, 
QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH P01 3HH 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES 27™ NOVEMBER 1998 

The Judges decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible to enter the competition. 


Make sure 
you're seen 

I T’S THAT time of year again, when the clocks go back and the 
evenings draw in and you'll be making your way to and from 
school in the doom and gloom. 

If you walk or cycle to school it is important to be seen. Here 
are some top tips from The Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents (ROSPA): 

j Walk where there is good street lighting and pavements, 
even if it means taking a longer route home. 

J Try to buy bags rucksacks with reflective strips, buy brightly 
coloured coats and again, use reflective strips. Some coats now 
have these in the sleeves. 

j Make sure you have lights on your cycles and make sure you 
use them!! Check the batteries and make sure reflectors and 
lights are clean. Always wear a helmet. 

j Don t forget the basic road safety rules. Stop. Look and 
Listen. Remember, it’s cool to be keen to be seen! 

Remember, remember, 
the 5th of November 

11II I IITil of November is Bonlirc Night. This is the night we 
remember Gu\ Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot and how he 
tried to blow up the I louses of Parliament w ith King James I and 
the MPs inside. 

Hut his plans were foiled .md hiwkcs was executed lion I ire Night has 
been celebrated eser since with Iireworks and the burning til 'Guys' on 
top of bonfires. 



I hope your Bonfire Night goes 
with .« hang! But take rare and 
leave the fireworks to the grown¬ 
ups. Alternatively, why not go to 
an organised fireworks disp!a\ and 
remember that pets do not enjoy 
bonfire night at all. so make sure 
they are safely tucked up indoors 
away from the noise! 

November X is Remembrance 
Sunda). This is the da> we remem¬ 
ber our people who died m wars 


since World War I. Kcd poppies 
are worn as a reminder of the pop¬ 
pies which grew on the battlefields 
of the f irst World War. 

November 2b is Thanksgiving 
Day. This is a national holidav m 
the United States of America, to 
commemorate the Pilgrim 
Fathers* first harvest in North 
America and it is celebrated with a 
meal of roast turkc) and pumpkin 
pic. 



Another 

Lucky 

Winner! 


THE WINNER of our 
Butlin’s competition to 
win a 1999 Butlin’s break 
was Lewis Sharpe of 
Rosyth in Fife. Well done, 
Lewis, don't forget to pack 
your swimmers! 



November 

birthdays 

Victoria Jones Emily Jor* 
Adam Ross. William Cas*- 
Christopher Waite Mich** 
Barker. Chris Smithies 
Ayesha Rees-Avery Brio . 
Staines. Thomas Milburo 
William Browne. Steph** 
Kenrick. Joesephme Oa. 
Andrew Pollock. Gemrr.e 
McCarthy. Hannah Tid* 
George Pike. Giorgia 
Spencer, Duane Evans 
Ashley Johnson. Paul B . 
Andrew Hathrill. P.licba* 
Conray. Alex Mac Dorati 
Gary Bloom. William Morr 
Neveilla Briscoe Liam 
Whittaker. Jenny Lynch 
Royston Strey. Ben Duke* 
Gordon. Martin Baker 
Thomas, Chloe Hendrei 
Christopher West. Da^.e 
' Walsh. Laura Stephef.so 
Ro-Anne Taylor William 
Vanns. Matthew Vannes 
Robert Adamson Thoma 
Shugar. Genna Dump*-* t- 
Millard. Thomas Braide 
Vardy. Matthew Haines 
Timothy Randall Kir % 
Roberts. Ashley Cole 
Kimberley Jeffery Jon* ( 
Hack. Serena Cookso? c 
Barnes. Robyn Bayesc t.. 
James Hockley Chnstop 
Withali. Jessie Hump 
Victoria King. Gemme ti 
Kathleen Adams. Jam* 
Brown Nadine Mann.rc 
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Options 


JOLLY 

JOKE 

TIME 


From Laura 
Gregory 

0 What do you get H 
you cross a skunk 
with an owl? 

A bird that smells 
but doesn't give a 
hoot!! 


0 What do you get if 
you cross a sheep 
dog and a bunch of 
daisies? 

A Collie Flower!! 

0 What do you get If 
you cross a kanga¬ 
roo and mink? 

A fur jumper with 
pockets! 

0 What do you get if 
you cross a cen¬ 
tipede and a parrot? 

A walkie talkie! 


frees of lime and Place 


T rees lake years and 
years to grow but 
they can be cut 
down in just a few sec¬ 
onds. 

Trees of Time and Place’ is a 
scheme to encourage all of us 
to plant seedlings tor the new 
Millennium. Start by choosing 
a ‘seed* tree, such as horse 
chestnut, beech, oak, ash, birch 
or hazel. 

Collect your seeds once they 
have fallen from the tree, then put 
some soil or compost in a small 
container (a yoghurt pot for exam¬ 
ple) and make some drainage holes 
in the bottom. 

Plant one seed in each container 
and give it a little water. Stand the 
pots on saucers and put them in a 
shady spot outside. Make sure they 
are watered if they become dry. 

You will now need to be very 
patient as the seeds may take 
weeks, even months to start sprout¬ 
ing. With tender loving care the 
seedlings will be ready to plant out 
in one or two years’ time. 

If you are not sure where to plant 
your seedlings you can call the 
Trees of Time and Place helpline on 
0345 078 139 for advice. (Make 
sure you get permission to phone 
from a grown-up). Happy planting! 



Membership Application Form 

Please enrol me as a member of The Gang Plank Club. I enclose a 
PO/chcquc (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. 


Name 


Address 


.Postcode . 

D.O.B.Tel No. 

Do you have any Brothers CD Sisters CD Ages [D 
Special Interests: Sport CD Music CD Film/TV L) 

Friends CD Reading ED 


Who docs this copy of Navy News belong to? 


Parent ED Grandparent ED Other ED 



We will also accept payment by> 

Visa, Solo, Delta, 
Access, Mastercard or Switch 


JOIN THE GANG PLANK CLUB AND 
YOU WILL RECEIVE A GOODIE BAG 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE SHOWN 


Send your completed form, together with a postal ardcr/chequc far £3.25 to: 
Captain Plank s Club, Navy News HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3IIII. 
If you would like any further information before applying, call 01705 733558 
or OI7Q5 K26040 (24-hour answrrpbone) 




Education & Courses 



ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY V 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 


DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2>l2 - 18 

★ High Academic Standard 

★ Dyslexia Unit 

★ Drama A Speciality 

★ Single Bedrooms 




Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350 

A Charity pnrvuUng aualkty education lor children 
ttegiuered Charity numher 



FOR ADVERTISING DETAILS RING LYNDA ON 01705 725062 


BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAM. P017 5BL 

Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 

GIRLS’ BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds ♦ Strong Forces Link 

For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 

Please Telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955 . ** Chwxy 307346 


WYKEHAM HOUSE SCHOOL 

G.S.A. INDEPENDENT 
DAY SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS 

(AGED 2 3 /4 - 16 YEARS) 

EAST STREET FAREHAM, HANTS. P016 0BW 
Telephone: 01329 2*0178 Fax: 01329 823964 



unique' (-ek). 
adj. Being the only one of its 
kind, having no like or equal 
or parallel. 


Entrance Assessments 
Saturday 6th February 1999 

Because not all schools are the 



same 


For further details apply to: 

The Headmaster. Kelly College. Tavistock. Devon. PLI9 0HZ 

Tel. 01822 613005 Fax 01822 612050 
Registrar KirwtnC@aol.com 
Headmaster KellyHM@compuserve.com 
http://ourworld.compuservc.comAK)tnepagesAclly .college 
A Hemuered Charity which rusts to provide education Charity Kegd. No J067I6 


TRINITY 





SCHOOL 




BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-19 

► Small Classes • Christian Ethos 

► Excellent academic opportunities 

► Over 30 extra-curricular activities 

» A wdi-disciplined friendly, caring environment with 
individual attention 

» One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders 
with family atmosphere 

* 20 Advanced Level subjects and GNVQ offered 

* More than £1 million spent on new facilities over the last 5 years 
»£1 Million worth of further development on boarding facilities 

and classrooms due to open for Summer Term 1999 


-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKERIDCE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 8LY 
TEL : 00 44 1626 774138 FAX : 00 44 1626 775491 
Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children 
Member of ISA — Reg. Charity No 276960 — Accredited by 1SJC 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 


♦ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

♦ 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

♦ Caring family atmosphere 

♦ Pupil: Teacher ratio 10:1. Average class size 16 

♦ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC, National Diploma, 
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

♦ Low fees of £285 per term whether serving or retired 

♦ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 



Further enquires to: 

Headmaster - The Duke of York’s School 
Dover CT15 5EQ 

Phone:(01304)245024 
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(OIDERED OB PRINTED CLOTHING FROM 

REGALBRANDS LTD 


POLO SHIRTS • 7 SHIRTS • SWEATSHIRTS • SHORTS 
RUGBY SHIRTS • CAPS • PILOT SHIRTS • 
JOCKEY SHORTS BADGES AND MORE 
QUALITY MERCHANDISE FROM A QUALITY COMPANY: 


LOWEST PRICES & FASTEST DEUVERY GUARANTEED 
NO ARTWORK CHARGE 

• STAFFED BY EX SERVICE PERSONNEL • 

TEL 01283 551155 OR FAX 01283 551658 
FOR BROCHURES AND PRICES 


RENFRIENDS 

Would you like a Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
In this column costs from as little as £10. 

Due to great demand we will now accept advertisements of up to 15 
words in the penfriend section. Each additional word costs Cl. 

HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (MAX 15 WORDS) 
enclose cbeque/PO for £10 (or more depending on the number of 
words) and send to: Pen friends’, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth 
POI 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on daily. 
(Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 ) 

HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed In a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 


SINGLE UNN ATTACHED 
looking for a more seious 
relationship or penfriend. BOX 
NOV I 

DEBBIE, GSOH, divorced. 31 yrv 
wants single penpal/friendship. 
Portsmouth BOX NOV 2 
Ml ISON 30. GSOH seeks 
serviceman for friendship/romance, 
photo appreciated. BOX NOV 3 
PAULINE 30+, Maritime 
enthusiast, makes gnomes, wants 
naval penpals. BOX NOV 4 
CARING, ATTRACTIVE female 
32 seeks penpal friendship/romance 
with GSOH BOX NOV 5 
LONELY 38yr woman seeks 
single. genuine. male for 

pen/fnendship BOX NOV 6 
HANDSOME SAILOR 28 

seeks attractive lady for 

friendship/romancc. photo please. 
BOX NOV 7 

DAN ID 29, white, educated, seeks 
wren (25-38) for correspondence, 
friendship. BOX NOV 8 
DIVORCED LARGE loopy lady 
26 GSOH. likes reading, writing, 
walking BOX NON 9 
RACHEL. 25. single, seeks male 
penpal. loves rock music. 
BOX NON 10 

LONELY GL’Y 26 (Average 
looking! seeks lonely woman for 
company and friendship in 
Weymouth area. BOX NOV 11 
WANTED MALE 28 38 lor Anne 
voluptuous hairdresser from 
Hertfordshire BOX NOV 12 
I I MM I M-TklNG food 
natural males. eas> going, genuine. 
SOH BOX NON 13 
NAVAL NVIDONV. house/car 
owner, varied interests. WLT meet 
sincere gent 65+. BOX NON 14 
BLONDE, 22. GSOH seeks 
penpals lor friendship, enjoss going 
out BOX NON 15 
FEMALE, 34. adventurous, 
intelligent, seeking fun loving 
sailor. Have von got what it takes.' 

BOX NON 16 

SINGLE, FEMALE, 30 s. enjoys 
outdoor sports. >eeks similar male 
penfriend. BOX NON 17 
SWEDISH AMERICAN military 
nurse, seeks Royal Marines/sailors 
for correspondence. BOX NON 18 
YVONNE - WANTED penpal for 
friendship. Aged 38. all letters 
answered BOX NON 19 
BARNSLEY GIRL. 27. GSOH. 
seeks penfrtends of any age. 
BOX NON 20 

ATTRACTIVE NURSE, 33. 
GSOH. seeks sailor/R.M. for 
Iriendship/romancc. BOX NOV 21 
BUBBLY BLONDE mermaid, 
young 38. seeks her King 
Neptune lor friendship/romance. 
BOX NOV 22 

HI, l’M Michelle. I‘m 24 and enjoy 
meeting new people BOX NOV 23 
FU’N LOVING 16 year old. seeks 
genuine penfriend for friendship. 
BOX NOV 24 


BLACK FEMALE . 34. seeks 
black officer penfriend. possible 
friendship BOX NOV 25 
.30 YEAR old female, enjoys sci-fi. 
reading, swimming and life. BOX 
NOV 26 

CATHY 30, slim, blonde, attractive, 
life too quiet, brighten my day. ALA 
BOX NOV 27 



PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
5(X) photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER. <AI0> Chorley 
PR7 4BS. or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours). 

ARIEL, 26, 5* 9*’. long chocolate 
brown hair, grecn/grey eves, olive 
skin. Seeks tall handsome Marine 
penpal around 26-32 with GSOH 
and muscular build who likes sport. 
Photos appreciated. BOX 9661 

38 YEAR OLD single female 
enjoys most things in life, 
especially sport. NVishing to 
become friends (maybe more) 
with someone who is (unloving 
and has a GSOH. BOX NO. 9658 
WIDOW 47. seeks male pen pal 
45-59. Hobbies include 50\+60\ 
music, dancing, foreign travel, 
reading &. mountain bike riding. 
W ill send photo BOX 9659. 

DIVORCED LADY 34 with 2 
boys, ha/cl green eyes. 5ft 2 
medium build. Enjoys eating out. 
cinema, cooking, music, animals, 
museums. Looking for someone 
of similar age. Genuine replies 
only please. BOX 9660 


WANTKI) & 
FOR SALE 


WANTED: COLLECTOR SEEKS 
diving manuals, reports, tables etc. 
Particularly of an earlv nature. 
Telephone 01202 257054* 


NOTICE 

All advertisements 
submitted for entry into 
the Navy News Penfriend 
Column are subject to 
copy approval. 

Navy News reserves the 
right to make any 
amendments which it 
considers necessary or to 
edit copy which is in 
excess ot the number of 
words paid for. 


Penzance is first to get special diving equipment 


NEW COMPRESSION 
CHAMBER Ail SEA 


Museum 
reaching 
its £5m 
target 



• Commodore Minewarfare. Commodore Barry Goldman, 
inspects the first purpose-built compression chamber to be fitted 
in a Royal Navy ship during his visit to Sandown-class mine- 
hunter HMS Penzance. With him is the ship s Cox n, PO(D) Chris 
Morley. Commodore Goldman was on board Penzance to present 
a Class One Herbert Lott award to POMEM(M) Ian Bagwell for out¬ 
standing work in rectifying deficiencies in the new stores system 
for the Sandowns. 


MINEHUNTER HMS Penzance has become the first vessel to be equipped with a 
compression chamber designed especially for Royal Navy ships. 

The TMCC - Transportable 
Manned Compression Cham¬ 
ber - will provide support and 
safer diving for users of the 
new clearance diving breath¬ 
ing apparatus ((‘DBA) and 
has been designed with the 
requirements of the Institute 
of Naval Medicine in mind. 

Called the Type C in Naval ser¬ 
vice. the TMCC is buill in two ver¬ 
sions - a containerised type for use 
on land and one for shipboard 
operation whose parts have low 
corrosion and low magnetic prop¬ 
erties. 

The Navy’s chamber is made of 
aluminium, weighs 2.4 tonnes and 
is a little over three metres long. It 
has a working dcplh of 80 msw 
(metres of sea water). 

It has all the features nor¬ 
mally found in a compres¬ 
sion chamber, plus extra 
equipment such as an envi¬ 
ronment control unit, an 
atmosphere control and 
breathing unit, and a closed 
circuit breathing system. 

HMS Penzance‘s clearance div¬ 
ing team have completed a two- 
week conversion course using the 
new CDBA system at Horsca 
Island and at the British 
Underwater Trials and Evaluation 
Centre in the Kyle of Lochalsh. 

The (‘DBA was found to be far 
superior, to the system it has 
replaced - the DSSCCD (Diving 
Set Self-contained Clearance 
Diving). 

■ Major warships arc being 
equipped with an image-capture 
device which can transmit images 
of gas turbine inspections to a 
database at MOD Foxhill. Bath. 

The images can be sent via tele¬ 
phone landlincs or satellite. The 
system. which has been trialled 
successfully, comprises a hand¬ 
held digital camera and a laptop 
computer with internal modem. 

Comms in 
tri-Service 
switch 

SOME functions of single- 
Scrvice communications org¬ 
anisations arc being trans¬ 
ferred to the tri-Service 
Directorate General of Infor¬ 
mation and Communications 
Systems. 

The change comes in response 
to the Strategic Defence Review 
and a separate review by the 
Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff. 

Functions of the Directorate of 
Information and Communications 
Systems (Navy) to be centralised 
within the DG1CS by the end of 
this year will include those con¬ 
cerned with data management, the 
common operating environment 
and technical standards. 

Detailed intormation: DO 
General 184 98. 

Ideas on a 
faster track 

IDEAS thought up by Service and 
civilian personnel in the Ministry 
of Defence will now be used to 
ensure thai innovative suggestions 
where no procurement activity is 
under way. are evaluated fairly 
and in good time. 

Focal point for such ideas will 
be the Defence Supplier Service, 
and under the new* code, a propos¬ 
er should know whether his idea 
has been accepted, rejected, or is 
the subject of further enquiry, 
within 20 days of its submission. 

Detailed information: DCI 
General 191/98. 


THE ROYAL Naval Museum 
at Portsmouth has been 
brought within striking dis¬ 
tance of raising a £5 million 
redevelopment target - thanks 
to a £250.000 donation from 
the Princess Roy a Is Charities 
Trust. 

The money has brought the 
museum to within £300.000 of the 
target for phase one of its devel¬ 
opment plan, which has received 
£2.8 million from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. 

NVork on the plan is well under 
way with the next stage being the 
complete refurbishment of the 60- 
year-old Victory Gallery. It closed 
on September 1 for work which 
will transform it into a showpiece 
for many new features and estab¬ 
lished favourites. 

New Naval Staff 
body formed 

A NAVAL Staff Directorate has 
been formed through the merger 
of the Directorate Naval Staff 
Duties and Secretarial (Naval 
Staff). It is headed by Brig Robert 
Fry RM and will support the hirst 
Sea Lord and Assistant Chief of 
the Naval Staff. 


Find the Joker 


FIND THE JOKER in Navy News for three editions - and you 
have a chance to win £1,000. All you have to do this month, in the 
last of the three editions, is spot the joker in one of the following 
three statements by Jack on naval matters. 

Two are true. One is wildly inaccurate. 

Just mark the box next to the untrue statement. 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: 

J A jackstay transfer was the term used by lodging house 
landladies when their sailor guests returned to sea. 

□ The first ship to use the international distress signal SOS, 
adopted in 1908. was the liner RMS Titanic. 

□ Hard tack was the term used for ship s biscuits, which in 
early 19th century were made from plain wheaten flour, and 
baked to rock hardness. 

If you can fill in this coupon as well as those which appeared in our 
September and October editions.and you have a chance of winning 
£1.000 (call 01705 826040 for back numbers). The name of the 
winner will be selected at random from those who have given cor¬ 
rect answers in the three editions. When you have completed all 
three original entry forms, send them in one envelope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 

Hants, POI 3HH 

They should arrive at Navy News no later than December 15,1998 Entries with all three correct 
answers will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced 
m the January edition of Navy News The first name drawn will receive £1.000. 

The judges' decision will be final No correspondence will be entered into Navy News employees and 
their relatives may not enter. 
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Automation 
cuts down 
store jobs 


HI-TECH equipment in the RN 
Stores Depot at Portsmouth will 
result in the loss of 208 posts over 
the next 18 months. 

Automation in the warehouses 
of the Central Storage and 
Distribution facility for the sur¬ 
face fleet has reduced the number 
of people needed to run the 
depot. 

A Naval spokesperson at 
Portsmouth said it was too early 
to give firm figures on redundan¬ 
cies as every opportunity would 
be taken to find alternative 
employment within the Ministry 
of Defence for the people affect¬ 
ed. 


NEW SUPPORT FROM 
OLDEST SOCIETY 


OLDEST public maritime 
charity in the world, the 
Marine Society has announced 
a new range of scholarships for 
would-be and serving seafar¬ 
ers. 

The society has been supporting 
the training, education and welfare 
of seafarers since 1756, when the 
first pre-sea training ship was com¬ 
missioned. 

Its new range of scholarships 
covers a ranee of categories and is 
intended to benefit all those who 
serve, have served or intend to 
serve in the Royal Navy, the British 


Merchant Navy and in the fishing 
and offshore industries. 

Serving British ratings will be 
helped to achieve a first watch- 
keeping certificate of competency, 
while serving officers will be assist¬ 
ed toward higher professionally- 
related and academic qualifica¬ 
tions. 

Young people committed to a 
career at sea will also be eligible 
for scholarships to enable them to 
continue with sixth form studies at 
A level. 

Said Director Capt Jcrernv 
Howard: “By offering these schof- 



arships, we aim to cncorage the 
highest standards in the ranks of 
the seafaring professions and to 
ensure that ambitions can be 
realised." 

As well as awarding scholar¬ 
ships, the society offers a host of 
other training and educational 
facilities including practical experi¬ 
ence at sea, tuition at GC$E/A 
level, examinations at sea. Open 
University support, exchange 
library seivices, book loan and pur¬ 
chase facilities and interest-free 
loans to help with professional and 
educational development. 

□ For further details tel. 0171 
463 2020. 


Arun to 
Brazil 


HMSARUN was handed 
over to the Brazilian Navy 
at Devonport by Flag 
Officer Sea Training, Rear 
Admiral John Lippiett. He 
was met by the Brazilian 
Naval Attache, Capt Max 
Hirchfield. Arun was then 
renamed Npa Babitonga. 

She is the last of four 
River-class minesweepers, 
originally operated by the 
Royal Naval Reserve, sold 
this year to Brazil, where 
they are used as buoy ten¬ 
ders. 

The others, HMS Black- 
water, Itchen and Spey, 
were handed over at 
Portsmouth. 





Show of solidarity 

HMS LIVERPOOL is shown at the head of a task group of 
ships assembled for the annual VIP/Joint Service Command 
and Staff College Sea Days off the Isle of Wight. 

Led by HMS Invincible, flying the flag of Flag Officer Sea 
Flotilla Rear Admiral Peter Pranklyn, they took 500 visitors 
to sea over a four-day period to demonstrate all aspects of 
the modern Navy’s joint operations flexible capability. 

These included displays of maritime air power provided 
by 800, 814 and 849 Naval Air Squadrons, RAF Harrier GR7s 
and an Army Air Corps Lynx, 4.5in. gun firings, mine coun¬ 
termeasures operations, refueilling at sea, embargo opera¬ 
tions and static displays with guided tours. 

The visitors were flown out to Invincible in two Sea King 
Mk 4s from 846 NAS and a Chinook from RAF Odiham. 
Other units involved were HMS Brave, Richmond, Roebuck, 
Hurworth, Walney and RFA Fort Victoria. 


Published for the first time as a superb quality fine art lithograph, 
Turners great tribute to Nelsons outstanding victory at Trafalgar. 



THE BATTLE OF 

TRAFALGAR 

21 ST OCTOBER 1805. J.M.W. TURNER RA 1775-1851 

Published in association with the National Maritime 
Museum and restricted to just 5,000 copies 



The most gifted artist of 
hit day. and probably 
alto tbc most patriotic, 
J.M.W. Turner was the 
natural choice to do full 
justice to what must 
surely rank as one of the 
most heroic sea battles 
ever fought. 


Superbly hand framed and mounted by craftsmen 
with a numbered and signed certificate of authentication 


Save £39 when you order the edition and pay in full 
Convenient monthly instalments also available 


Send for your free colour prospectus now and reserve 
the edition for 14 days without obligation 


Perhaps the moat famous 
portrait of Horatio. Lord 
Nelson (1758 1805) is 
this one by Lemuel 
Francis Abbott. Nelson’s 
victory at Trafalgar and 
ultimate sacrifice saved 
the nation from the 
threat of French invasion. 


Against superior numbers. Nelsons 
stunning victory at Trafalgar secured 
England’s mastery of the seas and dashed 
forever Napoleon’s hopes of invasion. 

Commissioned by George IV for St James' Palace. 
Turner s vast canvas treats the battle on the epic scale which 
its significance demanded. The painting is now available for 
the first time as a beautifully mounted and framed 
lithograph, measuring a full 33 x 26 inches. 

REPRODUCED TO EXACTING STANDARDS 

The very latest print technology has been used to create 
this edition. Printed on 270gsm conservation paper using 
lightfast inks, each Battle of Trafalgar lithograph is carefully 
inspected to ensure quality. This edition therefore will only 
include prints of the very first grade. 


On the reverse of each framed picture 
is a hand numbered and signed 
certificate of authentication from the 
National Maritime Museum 

The publishers then invite you to apply for this edition 
at the special collectors' price of £195.00 - a saving of 
£39.00 when you order and pay in full. Alternatively you 
may subscribe to the edition in 12 convenient monthly 
instalments of just £19.50. 

Simply complete the priority reservation form and post 
to the address shown, or call 01242 260261 now to request 
your prospectus and reserve the edition. Lines open 24 hours. 

Overseas enquiries arc welcome and we are pleased to quote 
for delivery anywhere in the world. 

The publishers now invite you to apply. 




THE RATTLE OF 

TRAFALGAR 

PRIORITY RESERVATION FORM 

Pbst to: The Battle of Trafalgar, International An Editions 
FREEPOST GL1950, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL52 6BR 

□ I would like to inspect Turners Battle of Trafalgar more fully. 

Please send me a free Prospectus now. together with details of how to order. 

I understand that you will reserve the edition in my name without obligation 
for 14 days, so that 1 may study the Prospectus in detail. 


AN OUTSTANDING OFFER TO COLLECTORS 
Request a prospectus now and we will immediately 
reserve a lithograph and allocate a limited edition number 
in your name for 14 days without obligation. This will give 
you the opportunity to study the prospectus, which 
contains a detailed illustration of the framed lithograph as 
well as a fascinating background to the Trafalgar story. 


FREE ARCHIVE COPY OF THE TIMES 

When me rtuiw confirmation of your 
order, you will be tent a superbly 
reproduced archive copy of The limes 
dated 7th November 1805. when news 
of Nelson's victory was relayed to the 
British people for the first time. 


Name (Mr Mrs Miss Ms)_Initial_Surname. 

Address_ 


.Postcode. 
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Malta pays 
Royal Navy 


tribute to 
liberators 


T WO HUNDRED years 
ago the Royal Navy 
played a crucial role in 
liberating Malta from 
Napoleon s occupying army. 

After destroying the French Reel 
at the Battle of the Nile, Lord 
Nelson established a blockade which 
forced the garrison to surrender 
after a gruelling two-year siege. 

To honour I he Navy on the 200th 
anniversary of the action, a major exhi¬ 
bition was staged at the National 
Maritime Museum in Vittoriosa which 
was opened on behalf of the Senior 
Service by The Duke of York. 

Blockade - The Royal Navy and Malta 
1798 to 1800’ tells the fascinating story of 
the islands struggle and the stubborn 
defence bv Napoleons General Vaubois 
and his 3jQ00 tfOOpfc 

News of Nelson’s victory in Egypt 
spread like wildfire and fighting erupted 
all over Malta, forcing the French retreat 
to the fortresses of Valletta and the 
Grand Flarbour where they walled them¬ 
selves up with thousands of unlucky 
islanders. 

TVoops in the neighbouring island of 
Gozo capitulated quickly, but in Malta 
and the surrounding seas, the struggle 
was to last for two more years, with hard¬ 
ship. hunger and disease taking its toll on 
all sides. 

One of Nelson’s most able Captains, 
Alexander Ball, played a vital role, land¬ 
ing guns ashore from FIMS Alexander 
and fighting alongside the citizens of 
Malta and in 1799 he was appointed 
Commander of Maltese forces and 
Governor of the island. 

At sea, relentless patrols by Nelson’s 
Fleet repelled successive French 
attempts to relieve their besieged forces 
and prevented almost all escape from the 
island. 

And after his ships landed almost 
3,000 troops to reinforce the Maltese 
army, the French were forced to surren¬ 
der to the British, signing the articles of 
capitulation on September 4, 1800. 

On the opening night of the exhibition, 
the President of Malta. Dr Ugo Mifsud 
Bonnici. said: "Wc celebrate a great 



event, a feat of arms, an alliance struck in 
an emergency, and a Inciulship which 
has endured well beyond that emergency. 

“The Maltese resistance had managed 
to reconquer the countryside and to con¬ 
fine the French occupying troops behind 
the bastions of Valletta and tne Three 
Cities. 

“Our ancestors realised that the 
French could get reinforcements, or 
more importantly, supplies, and that 
their only hope for final victory lay in 
starving tne besieged troops of Vaubois. 

“What they needed most was a block¬ 
ade and technical assistance in the con¬ 
duct of war. This, the British Royal Navy 
supplied and thus secured the capitula¬ 
tion of the forces of the French Republic 
after two years of war. 

“The comradeship in arms that 
was struck at that moment in our 
history was shown many other 
times during the various stages of 
British rule, culminating in the glo¬ 
rious experience of the Second 
World War. 

“It was an almost intuitive trust 
in each others bravery, steadfast¬ 
ness and loyalty in the field.” 

At the opening. Prince Andrew paid 
tribute to the many people and institu¬ 
tions in Britain and Malta who had 
loaned precious items and said: 

“This Blockade 
Exhibition is dedicated 
to the links between 
Britain and Malta over 
200 years, particularly 
with the Royal Navy, 
who along with the 
Maltese, strove to free 
this island from the 
invasion of the French. 

“The story of these 
years is one of great 
braveiy on behalf of 
the Maltese people... 
and I hope that the ties 
between our Services 
and the people of 
Malta will continue to 
be strong.” 


• GRAND TOUR: The Duke 
of York enjoyed a guided 
tour of Grand Harbour on 
board a Maltese patrol 
boat. 

Picture Domtmc Blake 

• GEORGE CROSS: The 
Duke reads the inscription 
on the George Cross pre¬ 
sented to the island in 
World War II by his grand- 
lather, King George VI, for 
the bravery of Its people. 

Picture Arthur Edwards. The Sun 


Dominic Blake reports 
from Malta 



• HERO: Captain Alexander Ball, 
who brought guns ashore from 
HMS Alexander and fought with 
the Maltese people, and became 
Governor of the island in 1799. 



• NAPOLEON: After his defeat at 
at the Battle of the Nile he was 
unable to break the British block¬ 
ade of Malta. 


The royal wee 

SHORTLY before his visit to 
Malta, Prince Andrew was 
one of several staff required 
to provide a urine sample for 
a random drugs test at the 
MOD in London. 

Asked about the incident, the 
Duke said he burst out laughing 
when he was approached^ but 
realised that no-one in the 
Service is exempt from tests. 

He said: “The thing about 
being a naval officer, is that you 
can’t be given any privileges 
because you are a member of 
the Royal family. 

“Actually, I was delighted to to 
it. I was curious to know what 
they were going to find!" 

Not surprisingly, the result 
was negative - as was the First 
Sea Lord's when he was tested 
last year! 


Duke remembers sacrifices of World War II 


DURING his visit to Malta, Prince Andrew remembered 
the sacrifices of the British and Maltese men and women 
who were pounded by Italian and German bombers and 
starved of supplies as merchantmen were sent to the 
bottom of the sea during World War II. 

Malta remained on the front line from the moment that Italian 
aircraft attacked on the morning of June 10, 1940. The blitz 
reached a new intensity in January 1941 when the Luftwaffe 
struck at the damaged FIMS Illustrious in Senglea, with the civil¬ 
ian population bearing the brunt, and Senglea was the Duke's 
first port of call on arrival in Malta. 

After walking along the harbour with the town's Mayor he vis¬ 
ited the War Memorial at Senglea Point Gardens and signed a 
book of remembrance before touring Grand Harbour on a 


# BLITZED . 
Shrapnel 
holes In the 
ship s bell of 
HMS 

Illustrious 
give some 
idea of the 
intensity of 
the air 
attacks that 
the 

armoured 
deck aircraft 
carrier 
endured 
before reach¬ 
ing Malta 
and (right) at 
Parlatorlo 
Wharf at 
Senglea, 
January 
1941 . 


m 


Maltese Patrol boat and calling on the British High 
Commissioner Graham Archer, and tne President of Malta. 

Before leaving the island, Prince Andrew visited the head¬ 
quarters of the Royal British Legion to meet British and Maltese 
veterans from the RN Officers Association, the RNA and Royal 
Marines Association. 

After laying a wreath at the Siege Bell Monument dedicated to 
the 7,000 Servicemen, merchantmen and civilians who died in 
the defence of Malta, he attended a short Service at St Paul's 
Anglican Cathedral and visited the Lascaris War Rooms which 
formed the island's operational nerve-centre during the war. 

The Duke has a personal interest in the island s history as 
members of his immediate family saw action in and around 
Malta during World War II. 


His father, then Prince Philip of Greece, fought with the Navy 
in HMS Valiant, and his great uncle Lord Mountbatten sailed 
from Malta in HMS Kelly, and survived the sinking of his ship 
off Crete when German aircraft dive bombed her and machine- 
gunned the oil-soaked survivors in the water. 

And on April 15, 1942, the Duke's grandfather King George 
VI presented the George Cross to the entire island ”... to bear 
witness to a heroism and devotion that will long be famous in 
history." 

The Duke told me: “I remember hearing stories about Malta, 
sitting at my fathers knee, and from Lord Mountbatten. During 
this visit I have been recognising a bit here, a bit there, from 
the pictures they showed me and the stories they told, and 
being here has allowed me to put the pieces of the jigsaw puz¬ 
zle together." 
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HMS RICHMOND provided an impressive 
Naval background to a flying display in Jersey 
which commemorates the Battle of Britain. 

The annual event at St Helicr attracts modern and 
historic military and commercial aircraft from all over 
the world. Modern aircraft at this year's show included 


an Su-27 and a Royal Air Force GR7 ground attack 
Harrier, and from times past, there was a Spitfire and 
a Lancaster bomber. The event culminated in a 
breath-taking display by the Red Arrows. 

During her visit t IMS Richmond entertained visi¬ 
tors from the local Sea Cadets and the ship’s Lynx heli¬ 
copter was on display in the People’s Park. 



• HMS Richmond, a Type 23 frigate, at anchor in St Aubin s Bay. Picture jersey Swung Post 


Cornwall 
visit goes 
down well 


Britannia 


opens to 
the public 

T HE FORMER Royal Yacht Britannia has 
opened for business in her new role as a 
tourist attraction - and was sold out on her 
first three days. 

The ship, decommissioned in Portsmouth in 
December, is now permanently moored in Leith, 
Edinburgh, where she is the centrepiece of a multi¬ 
million pound docks redevelopment. 


HMS BROCKLESBY 
caught the attention 
of thousands of visi¬ 
tors to the Newlyn 
Fish Festival in 
Cornwall. 

The ship proved so 
popular that extra j 
time was needed to 
accommodate the 
crowd which 

appeared at the gang¬ 
way during her open 
afternoon. 

After nudging her 
way slowly astern 
into the tidally con¬ 
strained harbour, the 
ship enjoyed a 
packed weekend of 
• events. 

The ship hosted a 
cocktail party on 
board, played squash 
against Penzance, 
football against 
Mousehole 3rd XI and 
I attended a civic 
reception in the vil¬ 
lage. 

Visitors to Brockle- 
sby included World 
War II minesweeper 
COs, fishermen, RNA 
members. holiday¬ 
makers and BBC 
weather man Craig 
Rich. 


Around 1,000 visitors a day, 
paying £6.50 for adults, £3.75 
for children, have been taking 
the self-guided audio tour, 
which includes a glimpse into 
the royal bedrooms. 

Many of the original fittings 
have been loaned back to the 
charitable trust which now 
runs the yacht. 

But a gold centrepiece 
worth more than £1 million and 
the dining room table and set¬ 


tings have been retained for 
use at Buckingham Palace and 
Windsor. 

A limited number of corpo¬ 
rate events will also be held 
on board - Ford had the hon¬ 
our of taking the first date, and 
other Reputable companies’’ 
will also be allowed to host 
events on board. 

Tickets for the former Royal 
Yacht can be obtained on 0131 
555 5566. 
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Anchor Collection 

The stylish anchors can be purchased either as 
a brooch or pendant. They are produced in 18ct 
yellow and white gold, set with rubies or 
sapphires. Alternatively they can be produced 
in 9ct gold set with rubies. 

The sterling silver anchors, are featured with a 
silver gilt twisted wire and are set with either 
pearls, green tourmaline or blue topaz. 


Yacht Collection 

This new collection of yacht brooches are 
manufactured in sterling silver, 18ct or 9ct gold. 
The range includes gold or silver with enamelled 
sails eg: blue/white, yellow/white, or 
blue/yellow, or plain gold with red/yellow gold 
sails. 

All the jewellery, wether 18ct, 9ct or silver carries 
a British Hallmark. 


All items of jewellery are supplied in a blue presentation box. 

Each item can be tailored to your specific requirements, please phone for details. 

Prices include our special registered delivery service. 

Please send the completed order form with remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER. NAVY NEWS. HMS NELSON. QUEEN STREET. PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH. 

TEL: 01705 826040 

DESCRIPTION QTY UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRJCE 


I8ct gold Yacht enamelled Brooch 


1389.00 

18ct red 8. yellow gold Yacht Brooch 


1315.00 

9ct gold Yacht enamelled Brooch 


£250.00 

9ct red & yellow gold Yacht Brooch 


1199.00 

Sterling silver Yacht enamelled Brooch 


1165.00 

I8ct yellow & white gold Anchor Brooch with rubies 


1299.99 

I8ct yellow & white gold Anchor Pendant with rubies 


1292.00 

!8ct yellow 8* white gold Anchor Brooch with sapphires 


1299.99 

18ct yellow & white gold Anchor Pendant with sapphires 


1292.00 

9ct yellow & white gold Anchor Brooch with rubies 

Sterling silver Anchor Brooch J or Pendant J 


1182.95 

with blue topaz, green tourmaline or pearls 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK P&P 


180.95 

Available to readers outside the UK Please write/phone for postage costs and payment details. 

For payment by Credit Card/Switch, please see the coupon on page 4. 


NAME . . 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 
TEL. 


PLEASE STATE CLEARLY YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

Please allow 28 days for delivery - hems not shown actual site 
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NEWSVIEW ^ 

‘Hornblower’s 
Patent Bridge 
for Beating 
the Bullies’ 


W ITH the odd tale of bullying in the Navy turning 
up in the national press lately, was it a coinci¬ 
dence that this was the central theme of the 
first episode of TV’s Hornblower ? If so. would that the 
problem were settled so satisfyingly today, eh? 

In true Boys Own Paper style, honour was satisfied all 
round here. Our hero refuses to sneak on the brutal, passed- 
over senior Midshipman Simpson - and the schoolboy code of 
silence demands that he be seized up in the storm-swept rig¬ 
ging for a tew hours. 

Small wonder he decides something must be done - as 
much for his fellow sufferers as for himself, of course. So he 
challenges his tormentor (“the best shot in the Fleet") to a 
duel A brother officer plays Sydney Carton - and fails, by los¬ 
ing his own life without removing the opposition. The more 
encouraged by the sacrifice of his pal. Hornblower finally gets 
to engage his bete noir on the field of honour - and is winged 
when the unspeakable cad fires in advance of the arranged 
signal. Hornblower disgustedly discharges his own pistol in 
the air. declaring his opponent “not worth the powder" - and is 
saved from being knifed in the back by the timely intervention 
of his roughly paternal CO. who picks off the villain from 
impossibly long range. “Good shot, sir!" 

It is worth remembering that bullying was practically institu¬ 
tionalised in the Navy of 200 years ago - and remained so 
until well within living memory: Gunroom life in the capital 
ships of the inter-war years still allowed many of the petty 
tyrannies that obtained in the days of sail.Well, times have 
changed. But not that much. 

Today, as ever, it is impossible to legislate against the dark¬ 
er side of human nature - the bullies, Tike the poor, are always 
with us. They are there in our schools, on the factory floor - 
and in our offices, boardrooms and in the very corridors of 
power, too. 

So we should not be surprised that the bully - who general¬ 
ly has more of a problem than his victim - exists in the Navy 
as anywhere else In some ways the Navy, with its robust cul¬ 
ture of self-reliance - which so many of our readers praise as 
having been the making of them in both Service and civilian 
life - almost encourages his presence. 

Again as ever, the victim of the bully must find a personal 
way of dealing with him - or her. This is one of the fundamen¬ 
tal lessons of life. But in the end it is up to the victim s oppos. 
his senior NCOs (who as people once known as “Sea 
Daddies" have a special responsibility for the young ) and his 
officers to make sure that one of the nastiest, cleverest and 
most calculating opponents he is ever likely to face eventually 
receives his comeuppance 

It's not nice, in the meantime, to have to bite the bullet. But 
sooner or later all bullies get the bullet back. Hornblowers 
bully got his smack in the chest. And serve him right. Well, 
that was what we were meant to think, wasn't it? Sadly, some 
might say, it s not a solution that bridges the generations ... 

Increasingly, the modern way is to call for compensation. 
Which, in the long term, isn't the same as demanding satisfac¬ 
tion. 





‘We’re more likely to get a "piece of sword" from this lot!’ 


Praise for ‘tremendous contribution to peaceful understanding’ 


819 wins all hearts 
for Sword of Peace 


T 


HE “IMMENSE” professionalism and dedication 
of the officers and men of 819 Naval Air Squadron 
have won them the Naval Wilkinson Sword erf 
Peace for 1997. 


Based at HMS Gannct. 
Awshirc, 819 is the onl> Fleet An 
Arm unit operating north »*t 
Somerset, and the award brings 
recognition for the unstinting and 
invaluable contribution to foster¬ 
ing good relations with the public. 

A combination of search and 
rescue missions, medical evacua¬ 
tions, school visits, chanty fund¬ 
raising and participation in com¬ 
munity events have all helped to 
win the hearts of local people and 
visitors. 

In undertaking its primary role 
in anti-submarine warfare, the 
squadron has deployed around the 
world in HM ships. But at home- 
819 is also tasked with providing 
24-hour rescue cover for an area 
stretching from the Lake District 
in the south to Ben Nevis in the 


north, and from the cast coast of 
Scotland to the west of Northern 
Ireland. 

In addition to its purely search 
and rescue role, the squadron pro¬ 
vides an out-of-hours and foul 
weather air ambulance service to 
the people living on the remote 
islands off the west coast of 
Scotland. 

During last year, 819 also found 
time to support the RN 
Presentation Team, visiting schools 
and cadet units from the Orkneys 
dowi 10 Oxford. It has put on fly 
ing displays in support of a schools 
educational programme sponsored 
by the regional council. 

The citation for the award 
points out that "the professional¬ 
ism and dedication consistently 
displayed by all the officers and 


men of 819 Naval Air Squadron 
during their many activities in 
1997, has been recognised by many 
organisations, both Service and 
civilian, as immense. 

"Despite maintaining high 
levels of operational capa¬ 
bility as a front-line air 
squadron, they have made a 
tremendous contribution to 
the continued peaceful 
understanding and co-oper¬ 
ation of the civil population 
within the UK as a whole, 
and around the west coast 
of Scotland in particular." 


M: 


canwhilc the tri-ser¬ 
vice staff of what was 
once known as "The 
.Glasshouse" has 
won the 1997 Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace Special Award. 

The Militaiy Corrective Training 
Centre at Colchester has won the 
Sword for its work, during its 50th 


Dutch RIBs' long ride to the Rock! 


anniversary year, in employing 
Service detainees on community 
projects to bolster their teamwork 
and self-esteem. 

Projects carried out for the local 
community included help at the 
annual Country Day. at Mersca 
Island Yacht Club, rcdccoration of 
a hospice, and work for two prima¬ 
ry schools - most notably the build¬ 
ing of a play area for Montgomery 
school. 

Regular activities have included 
help at St Helena Hospice. 
Colchester Night Shelter and a 
church soup kitchen. 

Among the charitable organisa¬ 
tions helped by the Centre’s 
inmates have been the Royal 
National IJfcboat Institution, (he 
NSPCC and Riding for die 
Disabled - and sponsorship money 
is raised each year for the Children 
in Need appeal. 

Staff and detainees also give 
regular help to the Winged 
Fellowship, a holiday home for the 
severely disabled; and North 
Nottinghamshire Learning 

Support Unit. 


THE GIBRALTAR Squadron 

{ >rovided a warm welcome 
or a pair of Dutch Rigid 
Inflatable Boats (RIBs) 
when they called at the 
Rock - at the end of a gru¬ 
elling 2,300-mile voyage 
from Amsterdam. 

A team of nine volunteers 
from all walks of life, includ¬ 
ing several ex-Marines, 
made the trip to mark the 
350th anniversary of the 
Treaty of Munster. 

This had ended the 
Eighty Years War between 
the Spanish Crown and the 
United Provinces, forcing 
the recognition of the 
Netherlands as an indepen¬ 
dent state. 

• HMS Trumpeter 
escorts the Dutch RIBs into 
Gibraltar harbour. Picture - 
CpI Kev Jones, RAF. 


Gull illness 
press aware 



RESEARCH into Gulf Veterans’ illnesses 
has stepped up with the launch of a press 
awareness campaign - part of the biggest- 
ever survey of the health of Service per¬ 
sonnel. 

Said Armed Forces Minister Doug Henderson: 
"This is not prying into the private lives of Gulf 
veterans ... It is vital that we are able to compare 
the health of UK Gulf veterans with the health of 
those Servicemen and women who did not go to 
the Gulf.” 


Health questionnaires are being sent to over 
100,000 serving and former members of the 
Armed Forces, while adverts are being placed in 
a number of newspapers to highlight their impor¬ 
tance. 

Study teams from Manchester University and 
King's College, London are making comparitive 
studies into the incidence of ill-health while the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
is focusing on the reproductive health of Service 
personnel. 


Support 
for the 
Silence 


THE QUEEN has 
approved Sunday, 
November 8 as 
Remembrance Day this 
year. Military establish¬ 
ments, units and ships 
are being told that their 
religious services held 
to mark the occasion 
must be timed to 
include two minutes' 
silence beginning at 
11am. 

Observance of the 
two-minute silence 
being promoted by the 
Royal British Legion on 
Wednesday, November 
11 - Armistice Day - is 
left to the discretion of 
commanding officers 
and individuals, but is 
strongly encouraged. 

□ Last year the 
Armed Forces helped to 
raise over £17 million 
for the RBL's Poppy 
Appeal. More details are 
contained in DCI JS 
110/98. 
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erlin 
makes 


public 

debut 


THE NAVY’S new Merlin 
helicopter held aviation 
enthusiasts spellbound at its 
first public flying display at 
the Farnborough Airshow. 

Pilot Graham Lee put the lat¬ 
est model through her paces in 
a display which thrilled the pub¬ 
lic and delighted the team 
which has been working on lhe 
Merlin project since its incep¬ 
tion. 

One of the spectators was 
Peter Shultz. Managing 
Director of prime contractor 
Lockheed Martin ASIC UK. 

Mr Shultz told Atari ) Hen i it 
was an excellent opportunity for 
the international community to 
witness the results of seven 
years of significant effort and 
highly effective teamwork 

“All of our sub-contractors 
and customers, in fact the 
whole Merlin team, was 
there, and the thing that 
made my heart skip a beat 
was that Merlin Mk.1 is now a 
reality. The whole team 
deserves to be very proud of 
what they have accom¬ 
plished.” 

The RN now has eight Merlin 
helicopters and will eventually 
operate 44 aircraft in frigates and 
carriers throughout the Fleet. 

And December 1 sees the com¬ 
missioning of the first Merlin 
Squadron. the Operational Flying 
Trials Unit 700M at RN air station 
Culdrose. where an intense effort 
has been under way to prepare for 
their arrival. 

tigers and 
Lynx spotted 
out together 

WHEN THE Flying Tigers of 
814 Naval Air Squadron 
met two Lynx helicopters 
from 815 NAS, it wasn't so 
much jungle warfare as 
anti-surface-warfare. 

The Mk 3 and Mk 8 Lynx heli¬ 
copters, usually based at HMS 
Osprey, were on detachment 
to Culdrose to test tactics 
designed to simplify voice 
reporting procedures during 
anti-surface operations. 

The trials, which lasted for 
three days and included night¬ 
time sorties, were highly suc¬ 
cessful with both Sea King and 
Lynx crews gaining valuable 
benefits from training togeth¬ 
er. 


r • 
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0 Madam Speaker. Betty Boothroyd MP. with HMS Lancaster s 
\Commandlng Officer. CdrPeter Walpole. Picture la<phot)p» u iS mtth 


St Petersburg visit 

ST PETERSBURG gave HMS Lancaster an enthusiastic 
welcome when she arrived at the Russian port with an 
international group of NATO ships. 

Seven frigates of the Standing Naval Force Atlantic made an 
impressive sight while berthed on the river Neva in the historic 
city, especially Lancaster, which was floodlit at night. 

Eight members of the ship’s company attended a wreath-laying 
ceremony for the 500,000 victims of the World War It siege and the 
ship welcomed over 3.700 visitors on board during open afternoons. 

A ship’s programme printed in Russian was handed out and 
visitors included a wedding party of 20, with the happy couple 
exchanging vows on deck and departing with a gift from the ship. 

VIPs hosted by Lancaster in St Petersburg included House of 
Commons Speaker Betty Boothroyd, and Mr_Alexander Paradiz. 
nvtted her to i 


who had invtl 


i address the Russian State Duma. 


A Subscription means you will be: 

• First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 

• First to receive Special Offers 

• Your copy is delivered to your 
door, hot off the press 


Post Code. 

Telephone No 


20 full colour “tearout” postcards of naval 
ships in a special presentation booklet. 
Postcards measure 
4Vx6Y approx. 

For Limited Period Only 
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Address 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Free Postcard Presentation Booklet 
with every 2 or 3 year subscription 


To Navy News, Business Manager, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, England P01 3HH 

Please send me a Navy News hot of the press every month. I would like the subscription 
for UK at the special rate of 1 year £15 □ 2 years £27 □ 3 years £39.50 □ 

OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF IRELAND. EUROPE, 
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Sea cadets 
celebrate 

DUNDEE Sea Cadets cele¬ 
brated their 60th anniver¬ 
sary in style. 

After a parade and inspec¬ 
tion in the city square the 
bugle band and cadets of TS 
Duncan marched past, with the 
salute being taken by a 
founder member, Mr Donald 
Saunders. 

Other events included a 
competition between past and 
present bands, beating retreat, 
an evening reception and a 
disco for cadets and friends on 
board the frigate Unicorn. 


• Lynx helicopters from 815 NAS (Portland) meet up with a Sea King from 814 NAS during their 
recent exercises over the South West Training Area. Picture rchphot) Bem* Pettersen 


( Subscribe to ) —| 

News 


• Dundee Lord Provost Mervyn Rolfe with the big drummer. PO 
Simon Gardner, drum major and commanding officer, Lt Cdr 
(SCC) Bill Wylie. 

Warship secret 
to be revealed 

ONE OF THE secrets of modern warship building is to he 
revealed to the public when the new National Maritime Museum 
opens its doors next spring. 

The museum is to display a manganese bronze propeller, built using 
‘stealth’ technology for tnc Navy’s new Duke class Type 23 frigates, on a 
revolving shaft behind an 11-metre-high glass wall. 

The huge propeller, which weighs 8.5 tonnes, is 4.2m in diameter and 
has small notes in its leading edge to aid quiet running, has been hidden 
below the waterline on the Navy's latest frigates until now. 

“We are extremely fortunate to secure such an exciting exhibit" said 
Richard Ormond, Director of the National Maritime Museum. 
“Worldwide, few maritime museums have the ability to exhibit objects of 
this size undercover, let alone display them in such a dramatic fashion.” 


Wettern trophy 


P LYMOUTH-BASED 
submarine HMS 
Trafalgar has won a 
prestigious award for 
promoting the most 
positive view of the 
Royal Navy through the 
media in the last year. 

The Desmond Wettern 
Trophy is an annual award pre¬ 
sented in memory of the for¬ 
mer Navy correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph who was a 
keen supporter of the Service. 

Cdr Matt Parr, the 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Trafalgar, was presented with the 
trophy by Mrs Gillian Wettern in 
the presence of Flag Officer 
Submarines, Rear Admiral Rob 
Stevens. 

The trophy takes the form 
of a crystal decanter mounted 
on a plinth of oak from 
Nelsons flagship, HMS 
Victory, and the terms of the 
award state that, in 
Desmond's memory, the 
decanter should be kept full. 

Trafalgar won the award primar¬ 
ily for her work with three televi¬ 
sion documentaries; a forthcoming 
major documentary on the 
Perisher course, a West Country 
TV documentary at the end of last 
year’s Ocean Wave deployment 
and sequences for a Granada 
scries Savage Seas. Trafalgar also 


• Above: HMS Trafalgar’s CO, 
Cdr Matt Parr, receives the 
Desmond Wettern Trophy from 
Mrs Gillian Wettern, widow of 
the former Daily Telegraph 
Navy correspondent. Picture hms 

Drake Photographic 

featured twice in major spreads in 
Na\y News. 

Second place went to the air¬ 
craft carrier HMS Invincible for 
her work during operations in the 
Gulf, and 40 Commando was 
placed third for its work in raising 
the unit’s profile in Somerset. 


Trafalgar wins 
the Desmond 

































































Y NEWS, NOVEMBER ms 


Options 


T HE NAVY'S top photographic unit for 1998 is t 
ented team attached to Flag Officer Sc< 
Northern England and Northern Ireland. 

A selection of their work was chosen as the winning | 
lio in the prestigious Peregrine Trophy for profession 
tographers in the Navy. 

It The trophy was presented by the 
First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Jock Stater, 
at an awards ceremony In London s 
ftoyai United Services Institute 

^ ' photographers, LA Jim 
Irian Hughes, LW Jane 
Gregory, LA Mick StoFey and LA Nathan 
Due, contributed to the winning portfolio, 4 — 

and FOSNNt staff also scooped the — — - 

Eastman (Kodak) Cup. \fl| 

Alter the presentation of the 37th annual ■ 

Peregrine Trophy there were ten more , iS 

awards for some of the Services top indi- 

vidua 1$. ^ =^yj fjj 

LA {PHOT) Steve Lewis (42 Cdo) and LA r 

(PHOT) Dave Coombs (DNRi won two cate- £ tf® 

gories each. 

PO Wayne Humphreys (HMS Illustrious} 

LA Dave Whittaker (HMS Drake) LA(PHOT) «-■ S 


Five FOSNNi | ' 

Fbson. LA Adrian 


O ops 

ROOM: 
FOSNNrs LA 
Nathan Dub 
captures the 
atmosphere in 
H¥$ 

Edinbu rgh 's ■ 
ops room. 


© FLAMING 
MARINES: 
LA Steve 
Lewts (AGFA 
award for 
Royal Marines 
Portfolio and 
Keith Johnson 
£ Petting 
Award) shows 
42 Cdo in 
training for ■; 
Northern 
Ireland duty 


© FAST PURSUIT: LA Pi 
Trophy for his picture 
cise with Danish high spe 
Exercise Co-opera/Tve Jig 


© HELLO SAILOR: FOSi 
tributed this portrait c 
Penttand to the units sue* 


© A MOMENT Of 8EFU 
pher LA Andy White a 
this remarkable picture, m 
sional bathymetric profile 
on the face and antNfash 
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he tal- 
>tland 


3orlfo 
il pho 


© FAREWELL TOUR: 

LA(PHOT) Jim 
Gibson s majestic shot 
of HMY Britannia is 
another from FOSNNts 
winning portfolio. 


© THE VISIT: LA Steve 
Say weft (FOSF) sur¬ 
faced as the winner of 
the Fujifilm award with 
this shot of a Fleet Diving 
Unit exercise* 


© GATHERING STORM , 
Another shot from 
FOSNNIs Peregrine 
Trophy-winning portfolio 
was this picture of HMS 
Sutherland on exercise 
off the north coast of 
Scotland , It was taken by 
FOSNNI s LA Mick 
Storey. 


ul Smith won the Navy News 
of HMS Somerset on oxer- 1 
*d attack craft during 
UBt . 


INI S L W Jane Gn 
f Neptune UPQ's 
essful portfolio 

:CTION: Captain H photogra 


f com 
Paula 




on the Hassefbtad Award for 
itch shows a three-dimen- 
of the ocean floor reflected 
jear of the operator 
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Looking for 
a good book... 
Then read on! 


The Foremost Book on Navy Songs 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES’* 

Tradrtxyuti song & verse of The 
Royal Navy 1900-1970 

Complied by CYRIL TAWNEY 

‘A slice of nostalgia of immense 
appeal' NAVY NEWS 
Price (Inc. p.&p .): £12.50 (UICBFPO 
only. Elsewhere add £4.50). 

(Al overseas payments m Storing by IMO 
or cheque drawn on a British Bank, please) 
Orders to CYRIL TAWNEY. 

S21 Mean wood Road. LEEDS LS6 4AW 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for free ImU of uaed and 
antiquarian book* from our huge stock 
on Naval A Merchant Shipping 

N. Fiaher Nautical 

HunUnraod. 8» Ifrlm* Ijm, 8trmt 
thwack.. Su»« BN6 6SD 
TelT.i: 01S73 MOTTS 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Miaburth < ambridgr Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books m al subjects 

Wife for detads or send your manuscript to 

Pentland Press (NN). 1 Hutton Close. 
South Church. Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel 01388 778S55 Fax 01388 776766 


flew Photo's 
front Old! 


IScratched * Ripped ' Faded 


Using a computerised process, 
we can Invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image. 
Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 
Qucmtom imaging 

Jreepost TK2077(no stamp req) 
PO frx 84 f gham 
Surrey. TW208&? 

TEC. 0178 4 430607 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction. Non-Fiction. Biography. 
Rrhgiouv fVctry. Oukkcm 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 oto aaouPTON roao. lonoon SW7 300 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22. Fords Close. 
Blcdlow Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
HP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax: (01494) 481121. 
marlin@hp-bookftnders.co.uk 



THE 

NELSON 

SOCIETY 

for all those interested in the 
life and times of 

Admiral Lord Nelson 

Annual Membership 
(UK) £15 poi. 

Quarterly journal 
mcctings/visits/rcscarch 
e mail: nelson.society@rjt.co.uk 
web site: 

www.ean.co.uk/Great_Yarmouth/ 
Clubs_Societies/Nelson/ index.htm 


Latest publication: 
HMS VANGUARD at the NILE- 
the men, the ship, the battle 

£#.50 + #5 pence p+p from 

Sales Manager, 

16 Silver Lane, 
Billingshurst, W. Sussex 
RH14 9RJ 

Fax: 01403 782496 


' NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS ' 

Our Ha monthly cteteogu— tewy t otlar an 
Intorastma and norw«p«M*t a ate ctl on Iron our 
larga stock at wconffwnd books on afl aapacts ot 
NwteL Marcarda 4 Saatertng AdMttaa. 

GERALD UEE*MARITIME BOOKS 

PO Box 7 St Leorvarda-orvSaa, 
v East Sussex. TN37 6ZA . 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN 10 4 (SATURDAY 10 1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books. 
96100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


of sentimental, 
irreplaceable value? 

Cracked? Faded? Torn 
or stained? 

Let us put it right 
again! 

& enlarge it to 10“ x 7“ 
B& W reproduced in colour 
Originals untouched 
Shall we discuss it? 


PHOTO RRFVRB 

Douglas House. 
Pcnmarth. 
Redruth 

Cornwall. TR Iri 6NX 

01209 861 NO 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 
1919-1994 
now with addendum 
1995-1998 

A two-volume work 111 hardback 
with 8-page addendum. Full colour 
printing of over 1720 approved 
Pattern badges for H.M. Ships, 
Shore Establishment* and R.F.A’s 
together with a brief text for every 
badge, full Index and glossary of 
heraldic terms. Available from 
Maritime bookshop* or from: 

STONE FRIGATE 

17. Allmqton Drive, StJOOd. Kent. 
ME 2 3SR 
Tel. 01634-711167 

for further information 


I NTEREST In the D-Day 
landings has been 
revived by the Stephen 
Spielberg film Saving 
Private Ryan - even 
though it deals exclusively 
with the American share of 
the invasion effort. 

The first half-hour depicts 
the US assault on Omaha 
Beach with horrifying realism. 
Shown here (left) is a detail 
from the chart of Sword 
Beach. 20 miles to the east of 
Omaha and venue for the 
British Second Army under Lt 
Gen Sir Miles Dempsey, with 
the various obstacles they 
were expected to meet - flame 
throwers, stakes, wire, mines 
etc - marked in red and 
described in the key (right). 
Below: A handbill based on a 
poster produced by the 
Admiralty in 1944, showing 
different types of landing 
craft employed. The great 
majority of the vessels in 
Operation Neptune were 
British. 

These documents are con¬ 
tained in the Imperial War 
Museum s excellent D-Day 
pack, one of a series of 
wartime collections published 
at £9.95. 

Other items include a letter 
from S/Lt Sidney Montford 
RNVR to his brother, Dr T. M. 
Montford, on June 12, 1944 
(Montford was the Gunnery 
Officer of the destroyer HMS 
Eglinton, the first Allied war¬ 
ship to close in on the beach¬ 
es); and a Child s Guide to 
the Far Shore', giving basic 
instructions to Naval person¬ 
nel of Force S’ (Sword Beach) 
in the Eastern Naval Task 
Force. 


Papers that 
saved Pte 
Ryan & Co 
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Making heavy 

weather for 
Hornblower 

HORNBLOWER hit the small screen last month month 
In one of the most ambitious - and expensive - TV 
series ever made. 

The adventures of C. S. Forester s hero - next to James 
Bond, the best known of all RN fictional characters - have 
been brought to life with the aid of the first British frigate to 
be hand-built from wood for 140 years, the 22-cannon HMS 
Indefatigable. 

And with a fleet of models, made in Russia, seen here in the 
tank at Pinewood studios. The fan on the right of the picture 
is a computer-controlled wind machine that creates both wind 
and waves of varying levels of intensity. 

The tank has seen plenty of action over the past 40 years. 
First epic to be shot here was Sink the Bismarck! while more 
recently James Bond got wet making Tomorrow Never Dies. 

The Making of Hornblower, chronicling the production on 
location in the Crimea and Portugal with background histori¬ 
cal information is published by Boxtree at £14.99. 


HOW A LYNX 
PILOT LOST 


Servant told Nelson 
off for drinking 

TO MARK the 2(K)th anniversary of the first of Nelson’s famous 
battles, HMS Vanguard at the Nile is published in the Nelson 
Society at £12.50 (see advertisement opposite). 


HIS L-PLATES 

IN SEPTEMBER 1990 Richard Boswell was a newly qualified Naval helicopter pilot, 
fresh out of flight school and flying one of the most potent fighting helicopters in the world 
- the Westland Lynx. 


On the day he and his girl¬ 
friend decided to buy a house 
together, Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait. 

With less than 24 hours notice, 
he was on board HMS 
Manchester, cn route to the Gulf. 
There the Type 42 destroyer pre¬ 
pared for the seaborne invasion 
that most thought was inevitable. 

Boswell saw action against Iraqi 
forces, protecting Allied ships and 
sinking a number of enemy gun¬ 
boats. After the liberation of 
Kuwait, he flew extensively around 
the devastated country, when his 
tbtki included a spell asnilol to 
the military commander ucn Sir 
Peter dc la Billidrc - who provides 
a foreword to his memoir 
Weapons Free (Ctocy £19.95). 
But Boswell’s story does not end 
here. After returning to the UK, he 


became an instructor and also 
indulged his passion for flying 
home-built aircraft - which led to 
the accident that nearly killed him 
and ended his days as a Navy pilot. 

His battle to rebuild his shat¬ 
tered life is every bit as graphic as 
the one he desenbes in tnc Gulf. 

Sajfl Sn ivu-i Weapons Free 
... serves to highlight the Royal 
Navy’s invaluable contribution to 
Operation Desert Storm, which 
has perhaps passed by without the 
recognition it deserved. 

M Richard Boswell’s description 
of the helicopter engagements for 
which he was justifiably Mentioned 
in I )espatches. leave no doubt as to 
the professionalism, commitment 
and courage of the Royal Navy and 
Fleet Air Arm when it was needed 
most in the Gulf War”. 

Boswell’s book has many per¬ 
sonal photographs depicting a pre¬ 


viously unseen aspect of the war 
and its aftermath. He was initially 
rejected by both the RAF and the 
Navy as aircrew material, before 
managing to join as an engineer 
and transfer to pilot training. 

After leaving the Navy he 
became an airline pilot and now 
flies executive jets - in his spare 
time still piloting helicopters and 
light aircraft. He is also a freelance 
journalist whose articles appear 
regularly in the aviation press. 


It features a full muster list of 
Nelson's flagship at the battle, with 
biographies where available - 
including details of Thomas Allen, 
his servant, who was bom, like 
Nelson, at Burnham Thorpe, and 
died at the Royal Hospital. 
Greenwich in 1838 at the age of 74. 

Allen first joined him when he 
took command of the 
Agamemnon. In action, he would 
be stationed at one of the upper 
deck guns close to his master and 
on more than one occasion, when 
under fire, interposed his bulky 
form to shield the much smaller 
Nelson. 

He fought at the hero’s side at 
St Vincent, when he was severely 
wounded. 

It has been said he was too 
familiar with him - once he told 
him off for taking an extra glass of 
wine, saying: “No more now, you 


know it will only make you ill." 

%Tom Allen - litho from his 
obituary in The Mirror of 
Literature. Amusement and 
Instruction. November 9, 1839. 



A suitable case 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 


“IIMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. . video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 


for paranoia 


Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography. 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN). 

1, Dovedale Studios. 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen!) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Talcs of the T.R.O.G.’S.) 
S.A.E. details Douglas Use. Penmarth 
Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX 



HMS VICTORIOUS 

1937-1969 
By Neil McCart 

T he latest in the series detailing the careers of the 
Royal Navy's aircraft earners. This volume follows 
the Victorious from building to the breaker's yard with 
detailed accounts of each commission. Foreword by 
Vice-Admiral Sir Ian McIntosh, the Victorious' last 
commanding ofTiocr. 135 illustrations. Hardback with 
full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £21 plus p&p. 
ISBN I 901225 01 I 


Also Available: 


HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 (Hardback) £16.95 plus p&p 
HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p 

PIrar add QjOO pAp UK A EL (£400 ovenea atnruih Paynv* by tfrrtaf dinar, pmul enter, or by 
VISA/MASTEJtCARD TclepboaeAu enters •tfcoKd Ron FAN H BLK ATIOSN. 17 Wymnn Lar 
CVbndum. (*» GL5I 9QA Td/Fu 01242 5W29Q. or order Inn good bootihepi AJkm 21 <ky* k* ddmry 


THE HEYDAY of paranoia 
movies was the 1950s, when 
the likes of Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers and Quatcrmass 2 
featured heroes who came to 
suspect that their communities 
- tne whole world - had been 
taken over by some alien force, 
that everything was a giant 
conspiracy, and they were the 
only ones not in on it. 

Invariably, of course, they were 
dead right. Now, vsiih The 
Truman Show, wc revisit the 
paranoid scenario, hut shorn of 
the sci-fi trappings. 

Poor old iruman was adopted 
before birth by a TV company; his 
entire life has taken place on a 
huge film set peopled entirely by 
actors and peppered with hidden 
cameras which record Truman’s - 
totally manipulated - life for glob¬ 
al transmission. 

Wc meet Truman just as his first 
suspicions begin to stir. Of course, 
the odd piece of lighting equip¬ 
ment crashing from the sky, and 
the tendency of his friends and 


family to launch into unmotivated 
endorsements <>f lawnmowers and 
brands of cocoa (the show is spon¬ 
sored) arc liable to make a fellow 
wonder. It’s difficult to know how 
to classify this movie. Certainly, 
it’s full of humour, hut the darker 
moments arc strong enough to 
make one hesitate about calling it 
a comedy. 

Ed Harris as the show’s produc¬ 
er plays it straight and scary, while 
Jim Carrey as the luckless Truman 
is actually quite restrained - by his 
standards, at least. 

It’s an enjoyable picture for 
most audiences, though perhaps 
best avoided by anyone with a ten¬ 
dency to brood unduly about the 
nature of reality. That sky, those 
people, this life ... Hello? Anyone 
there? Really there? 

You can’t help thinking of 
Iruman while watching Lethal 
Weapon 4. What if Riggs (Mel 
Gibson) were to say to Murtaugh 
(Danny Glover): 


R: Say, Rog, do you ever won¬ 
der about - 

M: What’s that, good buddy? 

R: Well, you know, when the 
bad guys blaze off about a zillion 
rounds and never more than wing 

us? 

M: Just lucky, I guess. 

R: And the way wc never hit 
some innocent bystander when 
we re returning fire. Or collide 
with a school bus during a high 
speed pursuit? 

M: Dammit, Riggs - what’s 
your point? 

R: I dunno. Roe. But don’t you 
sometimes think that maybe we’re 
not quite, well, real? 

Unfair, no doubt. But even the 
fiercest fan might decide that with 
this latest episode - which boasts 
the biggest explosions, the most 
hair-raising chases and certainly 
the most alarming villain - the 
characters have gone about as far 
as they can. and then some. 

Quit while you’re ahead, guys. 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


SALE 

As our regular customers 
already know our monthly 
catalogue is the place to look 
for BARGAIN NAVAL BOOKS - 
all In MINT CONDITION. Once a 
year Navy News readers see 
|ust some of our offers too... 

BADGES & BATTLE HONOURS 
OF HM SHIPS Was £27 Now £9.99 
CHANNEL SWEEP Aerial Photos 
of Warships from the 50s & 60s 
underway in the English Channel 

Was £6.95 Now £3.50 
MORE NAVY IN THE NEWS 

Was £11.50 Now £5.95 
LIVERPOOL & THE BATTLE OF 
THE ATLANTIC Superb Photos 

Was £9.95 Now £7.50 
LEANDER CLASS FRIGATES 

Was £15.95 Now £7.50 
A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE 
SEA WAR Was £21.95 Now £12.95 
BRITAIN & NORWAY IN THE 2ND 
WORLD WAR 

Was £36.95 Now £14.95 
BRITAIN S MARITIME 
MEMORIALS & MEMENTOES 

Was £15.95 Now £6.95 
CHARTS & SURVEYS IN PEACE 
AND WAR Was £37.50 Now £17.50 
CONWAYS ALL THE WORLD S 
FIGHTING SHIPS 1947-1995 

Was £75.00 Now £49.50 
E-BOAT ALERT Defending the 
Normandy invasion force 

Was £21.45 Now £9.99 
WHITE ENSIGN • RED DRAGON 
The RN in Hong Kong 2nd Edition 

Was £21.95 Now £9.99 
GERMAN NAVAL VESSELS OF 
WWII Was £27.50 Now £13.95 
JAPANESE NAVAL VESSELS AT 
THE END OF WWII 

Was £27.50 Now £13.95 
MODERN COMBAT SHIPS 
TYPE 21 FRIGATES 

Was £14.95 Now £6.95 
ROYAL NAVY FRIGATES SINCE 
1945 Was £14.50 Now £7.50 

SALVO - CLASSIC NAVAL GUN 
ACTIONS Was £18.95 Now £9.50 
SHIPS OF THE RN VOL2 (College) 
Was £32.00 Now £16.00 
SIGNALS FROM THE FALKLANDS 
Was £20.95 Now £9.99 
SPY SUB The true account of the 
rush to find a lost Soviet nudear 
submarine Was £20.45 Now £9.95 
FUTURE BRITISH SURFACE 
FLEET Was £21.95 Now £8.95 
THE ROYAL NAVY DAY BY DAY 

Was £32.50 Now £27.00 
TODAY'S ROYAL NAVY IN 
COLOUR Was £19.95 Now £10.95 
U-BOATS DESTROYED 

Was £21.95 Now £10.95 
WAR WITH JAPAN 4 Volume (boied set) 
Was £190.00 Now £49.95 
JUTLAND The German Perspective 
Was £26.95 Now £19.99 
JANE S FIGHTING SHIPS - We 
have copies of most editions 
since 1988 for sale at greatly 
reduced prices. Please Phone for 
details. 


ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE UK 
& BFPO POSTAGE 
OVERSEAS ADD 10°o 


SOME NEW TITLES JUST IN: 

MAKE A SIGNAL (Broome) Now 
Reprinted £15.95 

THE NAVY AT WAR (Roskill) £6.45 
BRITISH & EMPIRE WARSHIPS 
OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
(Lenton) £85.00 

BRITISH COASTAL FORCES OF 
WWII (Kemp) £16.50 

SHINY SHEFF The Story of 
Sheffield s Fighting Ships £9.95 
THE ROYAL NAVY IN FOCUS 
1970-79 (inc colour) £15.95 

1960-69 £9.95 

1950-59 £9.95 

1940-49 £9.95 

FLEET AIR ARM IN FOCUS £9.95 
COMING FOR CHRISTMAS: 

TO SAIL NO MORE Our first 
volume of photos from the 
scrapyards of the UK was a major 
success (copies are still available) 
The long awaited Pari 2 will be 
available for Chnstmas £15.95 each 
BRITISH WARSHIPS & 
AUXILIARIES 199900 £6.95 

HOW TO ORDER 

Send your (Sterling) Cheque; PO 
or credit card details to 

MARITIME BOOKSiLodge Hill 
LISKEARD PL14 4EL 
Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 346747 
E-MAIL: Marbooks@aol.com 
Send for our free catalogue 
It Is also on the Internet at: 
http:' membcrs.aol com marbooks- 
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At Your Service 



Over to You 


Maid Marion A oootograoft s needed o' 
Ih.s converted yacht tor careful copying ard 
prompt raturn py tha nepFew ot OS Hanry 
Lewis. ot Caroit* Sha sarvad as an anti sub 
manna vassal m both tha UK and Ceylon, 
and OS lewis served in bar Irom 1940 45 
Contact Ray Baamas at 59 Round Farm 
Road. Chichester. West Sussex POl9 2LU 
PO Harold Pickard: Into or books need 
ad about HM Ships Impregnable (1924. 
Quean Elizabeth .’924 25: Valiant ’926 
27) Vanaittarl (1928 29) Rodney ’930 
32) Berwick 1932 34) Speedwell 1935 
37. and tha Navy s role m Dunkirk 1940 par 
tioulariy anyone who knew Harold P.oa'd 
Contact Roy Pickard on 01203 731792 or 55 
Baau^au Close Southampton SOl6 8ED 
HMS Vetch (1943-44) and HMS 
Evolution (1943) Dianna laadbatta' would 
like information regarding her tathe*. lead.ng 
Telegraphist Don Sabin. or general miorma 
t on about this corvette and shore establish 
mart Contact D«arna on 01703 453208 or 
write to Four Chimneys Grange Road 
Natlay Abbey Southampton. S031 5FE 
HMS Elfin May-June 1941: During hts 
training at Blyth. Northumberland Kmo 
Georoe VI and Oueen Mother visited Mr J 
Woodcocks base and photos ware taken 
during inspection H<s copy went down with 
HMS Medway in 1942 Can anyone help him 
gat a copy 7 Contact him at 101 Long Road 
lowestoh NR33 9DD tel 01502 564656 
HMS Loch Fade 1944 67 What has hap 
pened to the ships ball 7 Contact Bob Hams 
12. Alandale Road Sholmg. Southampton 
SOl9 IDG tel 01703 391848 

HMS Walrus: It you have any into on th<s 
ship Simon Francis will be peased to hear 
from you He can be contacted on 01276 
476404 (home) or 01344 633672 (work. 

HMS Titania: Paul Dascorrbe *s trying to 
find out about a gold and enamel medal won 
by a Royal Manna m the Inter Port Cup whilst 
on tha Titama at Hong Kong m 1923 Paul 
can be contacted at 61 Cambridge Street 
Semiiong Northampton NN2 6DN 

HMS Norlolk: Do you recall an incident m 
Singapore about 1946 when the crew were 
mustered in front of Lord Mountbatten and S* 
Archibald Clark after complaints about food 7 
It so. H Bates wants lo hear from you at 318. 
Lightxrwne Rd New Moslon MK40 0FJ 
HMS Shah: V* Rothweli s hoping to 
make contact with any shipmates who 
served with him. so that they can recall their 
escapades Contact Vic at 45 Park Road 
Darwen Lancs BB3 2LB. te< 01254 701378 
Sponsored walk help: Tony Kerr, visual 
ly rrpa *ed >s doing a 32km walk (or RNBT 
and wants to borrow or buy a body harness 
or waist belt with ckp on lanyard and hand 


Reunions 


Assistance to researchers 


i making a series called 
r HOUR for BBC1 about 


WHERE WERE YOU IN 1940? 

We are 
FINEST 

May December 1940. Veterans of 
Dunkirk. Oran, convoys Taranto 
and anyone else with interesting 
experience please contact: 

Tim Clayton. Brook Lapping Productions. 
6 Anglers lane. Kentish Town. 
London. NW5 3DG: 

0171 4283112 


CALLING KEEN AMATEUR 
FILM MAKERS 

Documentary maker is looking for 
Super 8 footage ot life on board 
Royal Naval Ships 
1970s to early 80s. 

Contact: Paul Cameron 
Tel: 1041 556 2162 


you h 
WWII 


October 1998 

54th Anniversary ot the Liberation of 
Walcheren Commemorations will lake 
place from October 28 to November 2 
Landing craft personnel wives and next of 
km welcome For details, contact C J Brown 
63 Welts Road WaKmgham Norfolk 

December 1998 

814 Naval Air Squadron is planning a 
dinner to celebrate the squadrons 60r 
Anniversary »n early December All previous 
Squadron Commanding Officers are wei 
come and are requested to contact Lt 
Thomas at 814 NAS RNAS Cuttros* by fet 
ter. or RNAS Culdrose ext 7405 

881 Combined Ops Bombardment 
Battery - Royal Artillery TA annual 'eumon 
is at the Stag and Hounds and 327 St 
Leonards Road Windsor on Tuesday 
December 1st commencing at 2030 Further 
details Irom N R Feeney on 01753 868771 


May 1999 


Once* mm» m> chosen Hit- right home - 
don’t choose the wrong xxax lo pax lor il 


Few things arc as frustrating as getting stuck with the wrong 
mongage. That’s why we invest time in getting to know you before 
giving you any advice. As Financial Planning Consultants we will 
work with you to find you a mongage that fits your own very 
individual needs. So call us today 

Sieve (Bud) Abbott, MLIA (dip) (ex Petty Officer) or 
Gary Jackson, MU A (dip) 

0113 242 2212 

Together we’ll find the right mongage for you. 

Allied Dunbar. Canal Wharf. Leeds. LSI I 5DB 

YOift HOME IS AT RISK IF YOl DO NOT KKEPL PREPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECT'RFID ON IT. Suitable xevunt* and adequate life com may be required 
by the lender K\ liccmcd traJrt broken, we can pan idr further details on request 
Allied Dunbar Financial Advnerx Lid is a member of the Allied Dunbar and 
Threadncedle Marketing Group and is regulated by the Personal Investment 
Authority m relation lo the life assurance and penuon products ol Allied Dunbar 
and the invest mem products of Threadncedle 


Calling Old Shipmates 


strap Contact him a: 8 HaH Street Southport 
PR9 0SF tai 01704 545101 

Collin* tie: A pnolo of th.$ 50tt yacht last 
saan m Loch Str.ven in 1944 as a dapot si p 
to' midgat submarines, .s sought Contact 
Pam Mitch* i 4 Radvars C»osa. Lymington 
Hants SD4i 3N2. t*! 01590 673171 

Navy Trawlar Kingston Sapphira. sunk 
oft Capa Trafalgar m ’940 Tha daughtar of 
Frederick Smith wants to haar from anyon* 
who knew har fathar or has datails of tha 
sinking Fradanck was also a naval school- 
mastar at HMS Marcuiy Contact Janny 
Brown on 01926 332063 

Mastar at Arms Sword D Woodcock is 
trymg to traca his fathers sword posmbfy 
engraved with John FrtOonc*. Woodcoo D M 
39878 Contact Mr Woodcock at ’5 Graan 
Lana Dalton m Furness Cumbna LAI5 8LZ 
tel 01229 62414 

HMS Ark Royal Duncan Pony Moor* 
served on the Ark 1975-77 whan tha docu 
mantary Srukng was mada Wh*r* can he 
obtam a copy of the video 9 Contact him at 
13 Chemes Close Aiteslay Park Coventry 
CVS 9HR. tai 01203 714102 

Officers Great Coat: Michael Fogarty 
wants to buy on* of the woollen eitrem* tarn 
peratur* variety it includes epaulettes, half 
ball al rear, deep buttoned vent double 
breasted with gold button tor someone 58 
42 chest Contact Michael at 3 Prout Place 
Weston ACT. 2611 AusUal a 

Trawlar Lord Nuffield: Which of tha craw 
got a DSM attar the smk<ng of Italian subma 
rin* Emo in Nov 1942? Contact Miss L 
Jewkes 13 Wast Park Road Smethwick 
Birmingham 067 7JJ 

HMS Brocklesby (L42) 1941-45: If any 
one who sarvad m her has photos George 
Stuart would appreciate a copy Contact him 
al 37 Shatlesbury Road Carshatton. Surrey 
SMS 1HH. tai 0181 640 7901 

German Lighthouse Tender. Mellum: If 
i have any into on this vassal used m 
VII and handed to the British Authorities m 
March 1954 Paul Ridgway wants lo hear 
irom you Write to 3 ih* Green Katlon. 
Stanto'd Lines PE9 3RA tai 01780 721628 
HMS Amethyst 1945-47: Hav.ng served 
on tha ship. J Dunstan has competed a stills 
video ot over 300 photos supplied by ships 
company from 1945 53 Cost of video is £8 . 
all proMs go to tha Four Ships Association 
Order Irom J Dunstan 44 Abbotsbury Road 
Newton Abbot Devon TQ12 2NS 

HMS Dunedin, sunk Nov 1941: Would 
survivors, relatives or Inends with ink) or a 
wish to meat, contact Bill Gill 18 Hawthorn 
Close. Saitdaan Brighton BN2 8HX or son 
Stuart Gill (a man mg,in205(daoi comi who 
are writing a history of tha ship 


Seaman Specialists Comrades 
Association Christmas RAS on December 
5 8pm All Rates function room WO and SR 
Mass. HMS Ne-son Portsmouth Details 
Irom Snowy Drngham 01329 317281 

Tha Association of Royal Yachtsman is 
holding a vary important tGM at 12 30 on 
Dac 5 m the Victory Club. HMS Na son. 
Portsmouth to.iowad by a Christmas Ban at 
19 30 m sam* venue Details from Dix a 
Deane at 76. Hazleton Way. Waterfooviife 
Hants, tai 01705 593382 

January 1999 

HMS Illustrious Association: January 
u seas ceremony for transfer o» ships b*i 
followed by service at Church of St Mary 
Alder mar y. then reunion and lunch An 
iiiuslrians 1939 to present welcome Contact 
A Lilfey at 10. Marshall House Rodney 
Road New Maiden Surrey KT3 5AD 

March 1999 

HMS Aurora Association 1936-46 
(Silver Phantom) Reunion s on March 17 
1999 at Portsmouth For details of event or 
association, contact Stan Fleet on 01403 
252061 or Harry Jones on 01536 713426 

April 1999 

HMS Remillies Association ^ott their 

annual reunion at the Stratton Hotel 
Blackpool Irom April 19 23 Anyone who 
served aboard the ship either m war or 
peace, is welcome Details from Eric Marks 
3 Kendal Avenue Thornton Oevefeys 
Lancs FY5 2LY tel 01253 826300 

HMS Newfoundland Association 1942 
- 59 «s ’totting ttxeir next reunion at Warner 
Holiday Village Corton. Lowestoft from 
April 23-26 Details Irom Tom Roxby 8 
Linda’e Close. Cong Hon Cheshire CW12 
2DG 1*101260 279819 


HMS Kent: If your are a Beecrot or 
Bostrom and are a survivor of the sinking o’ 
HMS Ken? n ?940 contact Mr M Campbell 
Sard** Argyll Road Kiicreggan G84 0HU 
BYMS: If you recall Ih# Atlantic cross ng 
Normandy landings. European ana Med the 
atres Arakan and other Far East actons, 
contact E M nett 143 Mill Lane B'adweli 
Gt Yarmouth NR31 8HS tel 01493 661657 
la* 01493 308249 

Stan Holding ast wrote to Miss W Wytte 
in Dea Kent m Oct. 1945 from RNB HMS 
Gotten Hind. Sydney Anv contact would be 
welcomed by Mrs W Collier. 14 Powers 
Road Cheyfesmor* Coventry CV3 SJX 
SDOGC War* you Deputy Director ol 
SDOGC between 1958 78 or Director 
between 1978 95? Would you like the ong 
nai Nam* Board 9 if so. please contaci Lt fc 
C Coleman on 01673 818202 

HMS Repulse Can anyone supply a fu 
survivors list from the ship sunk off Kuantan 
in 1941 Please send to Arthur Owen Jones 
The Cottage 17 Little Crescent. Rottng 
dean Brighton Sussex BN2 7GF 

HMS S partial*: Mr T Knowfes has a bar 
re* about 4m high bearing a taffy inscribed 
From fhe feafc of HMS Sparer* and seeks 
mfo or photos Contact him at 5 Browning 
Drive Bodmin. Cornwall PL31 tPW. 

HMS Mehratta. sunk 1944: Ar* any of 
the 16 survivors alive? Coutt they or crew ot 
HMS Impulsive, or anyone in Russian convoy 
JW57 contact G Robertson 65 Mo nek ton 
Farle.gh Wrilshir* BA 15 2QJ tel 01225 
859715. * mail g robortsoo&bfinifntn com 
HM Ships Si Angelo 1943-44 & Sphinx 
1944-47: Did you know William Hewitt? His 
brother would like to hear from you Contact 
Waiter Hewitt 5. Aberford Road Bagufey 
Han Wvthanshawe Manchester M23 i JY 
HMS Swift: Mr A Hills has two pictures of 
the smkmg of HMS Swift off Franc* m June 
1944 It you woutt like a copy, contact him at 
RR6 Ml Forest. Ontario Canada NOG 2L0 
HMS Cumberland circa 1840 Mick 
Withmgton is looking for a drawing or painting 
ot this three masted snip ol 70 tons Will 
return Contact him on 01795 875084 

RMS Oropesa: Peter Jones wants mfo 
about this liner His father was gym instructor 
1929 31. including the voyage with the 
Pnnce of Watts and Prmce George He is 
also interested in two passengers Surgeon 
Cdr J M Horan and his fiarxce* M.ss Tigh* 
disembarked Plymouth 1931 Write to 4 
Cross Road Uttoxeter. Staffs ST 14 7BN 
Our Penelope: S J Frost lost his copy ot 
Ihis Dook and is willing to pay for another 
where he can obtam one 7 Contact him at 3. 
Ireland Mouse Stephenson Court. 
Peterborough Camps PE i 50G 


Leicester Senior Service Club. 295 
Loughborough Rd Leicester LE5 4PN or 
Gerry Rogers on 0116 233 6370 

June 1999 

Royal Engineers Association (Crewe) 
Diamond Jubilee: June 20 parade and ser¬ 
vice m Crewe Park then entertainment at the 
Crosvtffe Club Chester St Crewe 

June 2000 

Royal Navy Motorcycle Club * nave 
been around for 20 years m 2000 A reunion 
is planned for June 20 22 Will all past mem 
bers of the RNMCC contact Martm Sang at 
MASU Transport Section Fleet lands 
Fareham Rd Gosport POi3 0AA tel 01705 
554514 or M> ?ary 9380 445? 4 


The Anderson Cup: Where is this trophy 
presented by sh.ps company ol HMS Crane 
to the 3rd Fi gate Squadron F*r East Fleet 
’958 Contaci Tony Nuttai 85 Conway Rd 
Nottingham NG4 2PW lei Of IS 952 26363 
HMS Escapade an Downes <s seeking 
nfc) on R E Jones who served on board dur 
-g 1939 40 also HMS Fame 1939 Wnt* to 
Ian Downes CPLG Metropolis House 22. 
Percy Street London WiP 0DN 

HMS Malcolm: Do you recall m*s destroy 
* f 7 it was whilst on ooard that the late lather 
of W Ross renewed acquaintance with Will# 
Fail, e* neighbour in Newbtgg m by Sea 
Contaci W Ross at 29. H.n Crest Drive. 
Beverley East Yorkshire HU17 7JL 

Francis Murphy: Entered the Naxry 1943 
and served as a Stoker Served m HMS Duke 
and HMS Victory Woutt anyone who recalls 
h«m contact his wife Mrs E Murphy, al 111. 
Tanvs Dell Har ow Essex CM20 2LP 

Mutiny: Vincent Howard is researching 
alleged instances ol mutiny that have 
occurred s>nce 1939 II you know of any 
cases, please telephone him on 01962 
760250 mention mutiny’ and he will ring you 
back any information useful 

Mining incident, Corfu Straits: Ken 
Hayfey wants mfo on this incident Contact 
him at 87. Grasmere Road Lightwater 
Surrey GU18 5TL. t*i tax 01276 475747 
Rea Gilhem. Stoker PO: Dtt you know 
Geotl G.lham s unefe. who served from 1939 
52. m HMS Resolution at the start ol WWli 
and m HMS Swittsure m 1948 II you have 
any mfo. contact Geoff at 1 Challenger 
Dose Sittmgbourn*. Kent ME 10 2H Z 

HMS Cicala, sunk Hong Kong 1941: Dtt 
t know CPO G Thums. coxn of Ih* 
*cala? Do you know about the 1.200 mile 
march led by a Chinese admiral to the China 
Burma border 7 Contaci E Beardsley. 28. 
Slade Road Porbshead. Bristol BS20 9BS 
LRO Colin Edward Shaw: Trained HMS 
Mercury, served HM Ships Ark Royal and 
Cavai er Boxed tor the RN and was based at 
HMS Nelson until he left the Navy in ’966 
Died 1967 His widow Elian wants a photo of 
him for Ih* grandchildren Contact her go the 
Chapfemcy HMS Nelson tel 01705 724192 
HMS Prince of Wales: Afier her smkmg. 
what happened to MAA A Jenkm until hts 
death m Colombo 7 Any mfo lo his son. K. 
Mifei at 115 Stanborough Rd Plymstoch. 
Plymouth PL9 8PJ. tel 01752 401930 


SS 


MOD VETERANS’ 

ADVICE UNIT 
HOTLINE: 

Telephone 

08456 02 03 02 

Monday to Friday 
09.00- 17.00 
(answer phone service 
out of hours) 

Calls charged at local call 
rates. 


SD(L) Lt Mike Draper runs a throng jn 
cheon club, using the wardroom at HMS 
Coii-ngwood Contact Mike on 0t 329 825877 
or e mail nvhoorap*r@>mcmjlii com 
Maxwell Nicholls (Musician), who served 
on HMS Hermion* saving a shipmate when 
she was torpedoed m 1942 Contact Everard 
Mallinson 7 Langw.th Ave. Collmgham 
Wetharby LS22 5DD lei 01937 573156 
LWEM(R) W A Byrne It you served with 
Robbie on HMS Otis (’988 91). contact 
Sandi* ill Haslar Cresceni Wa?*'toov>ito 
Hants regarding a surprise 40th OMhday 
party. January 1999 

Reg Wanned .mdhiswite Mav>s are sought 
by Frank Richards Reg and Frank served n 
HMS Khedive and Mavis was at HMS Heron. 
Writ* to Pemei St Marys Rd Newquay. 
Cornwall TR7 1JU tel 01637 878116 
HMS Ganges: George G ng*r Giioert woutt 
ke to tiear from any class 198 (4 5 48) mem 
bar Four in touch Tel 01295 670367 
HMS Heythrop: Ron Backhouse has lost the 
address ot Bob Parfitt Ron s address *s 19 
Dover Cresceni Cafverfey West Yorkshire 
LS28 5S2 let 0’t3 2040003 
HMS Peacock 1947-49: CEC Ludwefl (stok 
or) wants to contact Char be tssitt. George 
Savage and John Geordie Wood house an 
ex Peacock or Cleopatra crew Contact 74 
Henson Grove. A.r*dal* Castfetord West 
R dirg WF10 3JF tel 01977 554926 
HMS Ouorn 1990-91: ?t you served on the 
Med deploymeni m 1990 or when operating 
as Gun Babysttmg service 90 91 contact 
Stuart Allan. 106 Lewis Trust. Warner Rd. 
Camberwell London SE5 9LX 
HMS Ganges. Colltngwood Division 391 
Class 61-62: Dave Brighton is looking for 
Skf Foster (Portsmouth). Tomo Thompson 
(London) and Sandy Sandiland T*i 01420 
563944 or write Datchets. 180 Medstead 
Rd. Beech Hants GU34 4UA 
Alec Drtflield: Leslie Curtis (Curly) is hoping 
to trace his ott male Afec who was a sur- 
vrvor with him from SS Eumaus they also 
served on HMS Glasgow n the Far East 41 
42 Contact Les on 01303 277105 

Leslie G Whit* (Chalky): It you served 
on HM Ships Aihel.rm Adamant. Victorious 
and Bermuda 1943 48 and you knew Stoker 
Chalky, contaci him at 23. Benham Gardens. 
Hounsttw TW4 5JZ let 0181 570 7702 
849 Squadron 1943-45: it you were a 
member especially Stanley Armsworth 
(South Shields area 7 ), contact K Bennett at 
Holmwood. Chalk Lane. East Horsfey. Surrey 
KT24 6TH tel 01483 283062 

HMS Hunter: Anyone who served m any 
Hunter, destroyer 1936 40 earner 1942 45. 
landing ship 1947 807 Sqdn or patrol boa? 
P284 can jom the association Contact Jack 
Preece. t Melrose Drive Cannock. Suits 
WS’2 4LU. tel 01543 422759 

David (Harry) Bowmen, structor. Naval 
School Portsmouth (Eng i D«ck Ellfofl 
(Tndent Rugby Florida I seeks contact Tel 
00’ 954 433 0783 tax 001 954 433 3039 or 
* ma poc*e! pots rdtlrns@worklf' 0 t *t 1 nit 
HMS Hermes Association welcomes 
shipmates irom all commissions Founded by 
members of WWll Hermes, the association 
includes members of the last Hermes 
Contact Peter Bapt.e 16. Virginia Dose New 
Matten. Surrey KT3 3RB for next reunion 
Grenville 273 Class. 25 Mess: It you 
were .n this class and a Bunting Tosser who 
lomed HMS Ganges on Oct 11. i960 
Instructor CY N*ck Thealo »s due his 50 year 
certificate at the Ganges Reunion April With 
hts other class we want to provxto a Guard of 
Honour info and photos appreciated Delays 
Dave Brighton 01420 563944 

Cornwallis Class. HMS Royal Arthur: 


John Keetan seeks others who .omed the RN 
with him m F*o 1948 especially Ken Botham 
ana Syd Brown# t»om Manchester They a so 
served m HMS Howe and HMS K ng Geo f o« 
V Contact John Keeian at 2. Cfea' St 
Ermmgton. Sydney NSW 2115 Austraba 
HMS Harvester 1939-43 Fred Itterfor 
seeks ‘Ginger Nightingale. Dicky B fd and 
Fred Ettred or any ships company Has 
putting on a Dunkirk exhibition at Purlfeet m 
May Contact Fred at 17. Sabina Rd 
Chadwell St Mary. Grays. Essex RM’6 4PJ 
William Harrison, born ’910 m RN m 
1932 possibly HMS Canterbury Last seer 
Blackpool 1943 On leave you stayed with 
sister m Goodmayes. Essex Contact Attart 
Barrett. 67. Browhead Cl Shackfeton Street 
Burney BB10 3DS Tel 01282 426636 
HMS Illustrious 1943: PO Steward E 
Long bottom wants to trace 3rd PO Wm# 
Steward (2nd being PO Moom or even a 
reminder of hts name Tel 01329 662407 
HMS Cossack 1951-54 Trying to Imd OA 
Laune (Bob) Hope and Shipwright Gerry 
Price of the Mtsc POs Mess. David Pugh 
(Writer) and others from same commission 
Contaci Peter Harrison on 01252 613052 
31 Wood Lane. Fleet Hants GU’3 9EA 
HMS Brissenden: Bill Campbefl would 
like to get in touch with PO T*i G body who 
with J Goldsmith, sunk 46 Blues each m 
January 1947 Contact Bill al 45. Fmdon 
Gardens Belfast BT9 6QL 

LCT 7057 and LCT 7068: John Farnham 
has found their wireman and Bunting Tosser 
Now he wants to hear from the rest of you 
Contact John at 45. Seabrook. Luton Beds 
LU4 0EH tel 01582 571269 

HMS Ganges. 1947, 19 Mess. 141 42 
Class: Successful reunion al Royal Sailors 
Home Club. Pompey Where were you 7 
Contaci Dusty Miller on 01424 718114 
LWRN Joy Jones: If anyone remembers 
Joy from her Naval days (1948 53. including 
Drake. Pembroke. Victory Excellent and 
Malta, especially Mavis Ntcky’ Worrati 
(Aicock) Pat Fielding and Kitty Parsonage) 
write to 5609 Fredoma Drive Niagara Fans 
Ontario Canada L2J 3N1 


■ Material submitted tor this 
page should be brief and 
clearly written or typed. 

■ Entries are free of charge. 

■ Items cannot normally be 
repeated. 

■ Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry in a particular edi¬ 
tion cannot always be met. 

■ There may be a delay 
before items appear, due to 
the volume of requests. 

■ Items pertaining to com¬ 
mercial work, books and pub¬ 
lications for profit may be 
declined through lack of 
space - in such circum¬ 
stances the advertising 
department can help with a 
paid-for advertisement; con¬ 
tact 01705 725062. 


HMS Opportune Association .v hott 

then reunion at me Stratton Hotel. Blackpool 
on May 3 6 1999 Contact L*n Phillips 8 
Redgute Tn# Pippins Northwch CW8 4TO 
IH 01606 79880 

HMS Renown Polaris Submarine: 

Calling an DEEPS Irom 1979 on tookma at 
possible gel together m May June 1999 at 
Leicester Senior Club Contact Conn P.imore 


2 

ALLIED 
1)1 \IV\K 


OCEAN COMMISSIONS - NOW 

TO BOSINESS... 




HELICOPTER carrier HMS 
Ocean has been commis¬ 
sioned - and has already 
deployed on the serious busi¬ 
ness of full-scale trials. 

The ceremony took place in the 
Devonport in the presence of 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jock 
Slater - his last major public 
engagement before retirement. 

Commanding Officer Capt Bob 
Turner said the commissioning 
was the most important day in 
the life of the ship so far. and a 
proud day for all those who 
brought the ship into service. 

More than 1.000 guests, includ¬ 
ing the three principal Naval 
chaplains, attended the ceremo¬ 


ny in the ships vehicle deck 
before taking lunch in the hangar. 

The 21.500-tonne ship has now 
sailed for the Caribbean, where 
she will conduct hot weather tri¬ 
als and pick up 500 Royal 
Marines from 45 Commando unit 
for amphibious exercises in the 
Dutch Antilles with marines from 
the Netherlands. 

She is also transporting climb¬ 
ing frame equipment for schools 
on Montserrat, and a fibreglass 
figurehead of Earl )St Vincent, for¬ 
merly at HMS Ganges, and now to 
grace the Pusser s Rum HQ in 
Tortola having been bought at 
auction by Pusser s boss Charles 
Tobias, a prominent supporter of 
RN charities. 


• One voice - members of the ships company at 
the commissioning ceremony for HMS Ocean 
(above). Guests later took lunch in the ship's 
hangar (right). 
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VICTORIOUS — the world over' 

The only British warship ever to reach the Pacific 
via the Panama Canal in WW2. Just 
one of the ten new titles - each complete 
with cover photo and synopsis - in our 
Autumn 1998 Catalogue, which features 
a total of 32 WW2 and 5 non-naval titles. 

Includes Royal Yacht Britannia (both 
1st and 2nd editions) Durban's Lady 
in White (2nd edition) etc. 

Send for Catalogue and Price List: 

Aedificamus Press. 113 The Ridgeway 
Cuffley, Herts EN6 4BG 
Tel: 01707 872720 Fax: 01707 873444 


On The Other Hand 

SomeThiriRii&Jever Chanur 


O K.N KM SPORTS 

ob* JTTERY 

BE IN TO WIN! 



^ On 'flu Jonh ‘Day of Christmas, 

t< tKi«^ ClrnQes xMoted 

Situated close to the Historic Dockyard Chatham 

Special Weekend Break for Just £39.00 PP 

< Wd on hiv Vuranci 

Includes: • 1 Nights Bed + Breakfast • 3 Course Meal on Friday Night 
FREE entrance into The Royal Engineers Museum plus Discount 
vouchers to Fort Amherst and The Historic Dockyard 

We can also offer you a late check out facility on the Sunday or a reduced rate of 
£10.00 per person to stay on Sunday night, and 2 children up to the age of 14 can 
stav FREE when sharing a room with 2 adults 

For booking or further details please telephone our 
Reservation Department on 01634 830303. 

Wr look forward to wel co m ing i/<»// /<> Kent. 
Brompton Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5QT ft SSR a 


On 'Jhs Jifth \Day of Christmas, 


f On ‘Thi Soph Day of Christmas, 




























































































































































































BALLOONS by POST 


‘An Exciting Greeting' 

£9.99 inc p&p 




• Knnhrrmn - WrddinK 
ou -1 Love Von • (id W'HI 


l*y 


tUpovtUrihr . 

I hmkinj* of You 

(angratuiatiom • Thank You • No. Bab> 

0800 074 0934 

Balloom A Kdmkm TH \« j|70» I7f !• 




WUiDS... 

nws ycnim? 


tfA'XP 'Tl't'DS. -nOUQtll'TS 
e MUMXgtMtWS 

to*, ail occasions- 

| saw. w^pfLniSTXmiryHm. J 
mtiocurninu? 2 

’ALL: 01701 CJ«Mt> 

JAX 01701619900 <«• 


FOK(i BT-M K-NOT 
FLORAL DESIGNS 

/ kmt r\ milk fiWMllM 


M(UK* N1 Onlyi 
Xim. IVn IK^'M.W 

Miud tulip Mu* CI«.f»lt.W . mum mm 
IiIUiIIIimM.M 12* R*0 Rene. IU** 

Lilt*. (I4.M I imw A I Wup Men 117 *1 
turn* C1ianl2WklllLM InrnMm (ton 

(7n|u^VAt>neAWl>»IWM..lmnl 


MlIHMJ MNl*h 
t* null iMWilltU.ekk-oiMi^M «-U«>l«e-t eee llL 
21 NelH*rf I utte- llutrfvt ItK KM L IMOR « HI* 




Christmas Crackers 

‘IN CONFIDENCE’ - nearly 600 politically 

incorrect comments from Royal Navy, Army, Royal 
Air Force and Royal Marines confidential reports! 
Guaranteed to make you laugh out loud!! 

Only £9.95 inclusive of P&P 
Send name, address and cheque, or 
fax credit card number and expiry date to 
FoSAMA, PO Box 42, Torpoint, Cornwall 
PL11 2YR. Fax: 01503 230421 or visit 
www. sama 82 . org. uk 

Ff »©nds ol the South Atlantic Medal Association (1982) 11 Care* Close. Crafthole. Cornwall PL11 2YR. 



FREE VIDEO OFFER 

Receive any of these three fabulous naval 
documentaries ABSOLUTELY FREE! when you 
spend over £25!! These videos can also be 
purchased separately for only £5.99. 


Groat Sea Battles ot WW1! 

The torpedo bomber attack from HMS 
illustrious against the Italian Fleet at anchor 
m Taranto and many more! 


History ol the 3 _ 

From its arrival in 1900. through WWil and 
up to the nuclear-powered modem killers 

Battleships at War 

The Battleship reigned supreme m naval 
warfare from the start of the century 
until 1945 


DAS BOOT 





l/ICTORY 

VATSEk 


I/ICTOH 

v 


■/* nm 
rats** 


In this series of six one-hour episodes. DAS BOOT gives an amazingly accurate 
account of Germany's elite U-Boat crewmen Told from the German perspective 
the crew aboard the U-96 are portrayed m a life-and-death struggle, coping with 
•ndtess hours of claustrophobic boredom giving way to terror when confronted 
by the enemy - Special Offer price only 09.99 
e t«B iwm «MW SM»( M wrwv 


Nelson 
Fatal 
Victory at 
Trafalgar 
£12.99 

The gripping story 
of the life and 
death ot Britain's 
greatest sailor 
Thinning time 
50 mins 

Lusitania Murder 
on the Atlantic 

for only £12.99 

On May 7tn 1915. more than 1.000 
innocent civilians lost their lives 
This is the forgotten story 
Running time 55 mins 

ONLY 
£ 39.99 

NOW AT 
REDUCED 
PRICE 

An epic account of 
Allied naval 
operations during 
WWII in every 
theatre of war 
An award-winning 
senes, each of these 
video double packs 
is over three 
hours long 




'W* * 

vtoci 

1* \ oovt 

L . vl 


Post to: PRESSPLAY, FREEPOST CL3713, Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XX 

YES: Please send me the following videos I enclose my 

cheque/PO s to PRESSPLAY for £.. 

or debit my ACCESSA/ISA/MASTERCARD Card No 


ORDER FORM 


Expiry Date. 

Named 


. Signature. 


print L- 


Pos!code _ 


. JND5196 


Your orders will normally be delivered within 7 - 10 days but please 
allow 28 days for delivery Offer onfy applies to UK. Channel Isles and 
BFP0. For overseas orders please indude £2.50 p&p tor each video. 


Title 


Great Sea Battles ol WWtl 

(FREE with any eider over C2S) 


History of the Submarine 

(FREE with any erder ever £28) 


Battleships at War 

(FREE with awy ttotc ever £25) 


Nelson Fatal Victory at Trafalgar 


Lusitania Murder on the Atlantic 


Victory at Sea 6 video set 


DAS BOOT 6 video set 


IMt Price 


599 


599 


599 


12.99 


1299 


39 99 


3999 


Sub-total 

p&p 

Total Order Value 


3.99 


Don't let someone 
else give your 
presents away! 


EVERY year Christmas is ruined for 
people who spend all day shopping 
for presents and then leave them in 
their car only to find them stolen. 

Thieves can do their window shop¬ 
ping in the car park. Don’t let some¬ 
one else give your presents lor 
Christmas! 

Most cars that are raided are parked 
away from, but within walking dis¬ 
tance of the city centre. The oppor¬ 
tunist thief tours these areas, watch¬ 
ing and waiting for his chance to 
strike. 

Here are a few tips from the police 
to help reduce the risk ot having your 
festive season spoilt: 

• Always keep an eye on your bags 
- don’t put them down on the floor. 

• Don’t hang bags over shopping 
trolleys or carry them with your wallet 
and purse on top. 

• Keep receipts separate from items 


purchased - to prevent them being 
refunded if lost or stolen. 

• Keep an eye on small children - 
don’t let them wander free in busy 
shopping centres where they are easi¬ 
ly lost. 

• Keep PIN numbers separate from 
cash cards and cheque books sepa¬ 
rate from cheque guarantee cards. 

• Keep keys separate from items 
displaying details of your home 
address - like your driving licence - 
and never put an address label on 
your keys. 

• Avoid carrying purses, wallets 
and other valuables in your outer 
clothing from which they can easily 
be removed. 

• Try not to display large amounts 
of money when you are paying for 
things. 

• Don’t buy more than you can 
comfortably carry. 


IcT 


SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS 


OFFER - GPS 300 


(Replaces GPS Pionaar) 


Features 


24 Hours continuous on 2 AA Batteries 
Suitable tor OS Maps - 8 figure grid 
Reads out in Lat/Long and UTM 
3 simple Navigation Screens 
Waterproof and it floats 
Stores 100 waypoints 
Weighs only 7 ozs 
Built tough* 



MAGELLAN 


uoii ii< msoi oo* 


£92 

With Carry Case 
Inc VAT and P&P 


For a Brochure Please Call or Wnte to 

MAGELLAN SYSTEMS INTERNATIONAL Ltd 
Smeaton House, Inveresk. East Lothian, EH2I 8PR 
Tel: 0131 665 1186 or Fax: 0131 665 1187 


CRE 0 IT CARD HOTLINE 01371 873138 • H 0 TFAX 01371 873382 
E mail 100746 . 126 S CompuServe . com . uk 
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6HRl$TMA$ AT YOUR FHIOIR TIPS* 


Advertsimo Feature 



lime to keep things 
well wrapped up 


W HEN you’ve spent a 
fortune on presents 
for loved ones living 
far away, the last thine you 
want to hear is that they’ve 


LAST POST 
DATES 


11 Nov- Royal Mail surface mail to 
Eastern Europe. 

18 NOV- Royal Mail surface mail to 
Western Continental Europe. 

1 Dec- Parcetforce international 
Standard service to countries outside 
Europe. 

4 Dec- Parcetforce International 
Standard service to Austria. Finland and 

Sweden 

5 Dec- airmail letters to non-European 
addresses 

9 Dec- Parcetforce International 
Standard service to EC oountnes including 
Eire. Channel Islands 

19 Haa. - ■ — -■* — h. «« ■ ■ 

i c airmail letters to V/onenenuu 

Europe 

18 Dec- second-dess items. 

22 Dec- first dess letters/cards 


turned up damaged. The Post 
Office offers the following tips 
on packing and wrapping: 

• Use padded envelopes for 
sharp or oddly shaped items, such 
as keys. 

• Make sure you enclose your 
address or telephone details inside 
your packages. 

• Ensure that fragile items 
don’t touch each other or the sides 
of the carton. 

• Use plenty of protective pack¬ 
ing material, such as bubble wrap 
or polystyrene chips (available 
from many post offices) or crushed 
paper or wood-wool, 

• Fill all spaces so that the con- 

BIRTHDATE NEWSPAPERS 

Intnjruinjt Gift Idea. Genuine Archive Edition* 

of The Tune* or Daily Express Your choice of 
date Ideal for bmhdayAnnrvenary 
presentation 

£19.95 each, my three dates 05 me pAp and 
Authenticity Certificate 

24 hour dn patch 

Papers Past, l-ongsitmc, St Mary’s, 
Isles of SrillyTR21 ONW 

Td: 01720 422924 (any day until 9 pm) 


tents of the packet don’t move. 
Use an outer carton suitable for 
the weight of the contents. 

• Use FRAGILE stickers where 
appropriate, but don’t rely on them 
to protect inadequately packed 
goods. 

• Use strong tape (eg vinyl or 
nylon) along the length of all open¬ 
ings and edges. 

• If you use metal paper fasten¬ 
ers or staples, flatten any sharp 
ends and cover them with tape. 


• Computer discs and audio 
and video cassettes can be serious¬ 
ly affected or even wiped dean if 
tncy come into contact with a mag¬ 
netic field. Screened envelopes arc 
recommended for computer discs. 

• Some things can’t be posted 
as they arc prohibited by law or 
may harm Post Office staff or the 
recipient. These include aerosols, 
butane lighters, paints, varnishes 
and enamels. 


Joys Roses 

Flowers A Cuddlies 


Say it with Flowers 

~ -u^ur-u for all 


A 



•JrSa 

t f 






12 RED OR YELLOW ROSES 
40 FRERSIA Ac FERN . 


50 SPECIAL MIXED FLOWERS . 


. £13-05 
. £14.75 
£22-50 


CHRISTMAS BOUQUETS 
ON OF LONG L 


A BEAUTIFUL SELECTION OF LONG LASTING 
RED OR GOLD CARNATIONS PLUS EUCALYPTUS 
FINE GREENERY 

10 BLOOMS_£12.50 20 BLOOMS_£1B50 

PLEASE ORDER SOW FOR CHRISTMAS 
C/C WILL NOT BE DEBITED UNTIL DEC 
ALLOC ACCEPTED CHQS MADE PAYABLE TO 
JOYS ROSES. FLAMINGO. ST. SAMPSONS. 
GUERNSEY. Cl. GY2 4WB 
TEL 0I4S1 46708 FAX 01481 43406 
> USE THIS AD AS AH ORDER FORM PLEASE 



WIN ^ 

3s SAFEWAY 

A luxury Christmas hamper including 
a Bottle of Champagne, Safeway Belgian Chocolates, 
Safeway Luxury Crackers etc., and valued at £115. 

JVJ. The winner of thlm prize wilt be asked to nominate a UK address. 

A limited edition framed 
lithograph of J.W.M Turner’* The 
Buttle of Trafalgar'. Hand 
numbered and with a aigned 
Certificate of Authentication from 
the National Maritime Museum 
For further details of this superb 
quality edition, and Iot Information on how to 
purchase other fine art reproductions from 
international Art Editions, please see their 
advertisement on page 15- 




toAyj: m *- 71 

Gift vouchers to the value of £20 from the nation’s favourite 
family butcher. 

The front of this Christmas gifts guide features twelve advertisement 
'windows* each representing one of the twelve days of Christmas. A partridge 
is hidden art thin one of these windows. Simply tell ns. using the coupon 
below, which day of Christmas is hiding the partridge and you could be the 
lucky winner of one of the super prizes above. 

Closing date for entries is 4th December 1996 and winners will be notified by 
the 7th of December 1998. The Judges decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered Into. The compeUUon is not open to 
employees of Navy News or their families. 


The Partridge is hidden in the ...Day of Christmas. 

Name:... 

Address:. 




Daytime Telephone No: 

Send your answer to: The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants., POI 3HN. 



Tom -i 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Repaired Restored 
St Enhanced. 

InwWpahfjJ- rj» 

f iaas 

tnwWimHirir mm ■■ 

Utw voflhrtate *■ 4 I- 

FRACTAL ftl-VSk I LOU tOLL COYIACCX Gt ASSIVCTUN. 

VY0BX1 iOH *>*■: Mm-Wi I 




Authentic Coloured Prints 
5in x 4lri - £4.00 

price Mud* UK posts* 

AJ. LAW 

4, Old Station Gardens, Shaftesbury Road, 
Heastridge, Somerset B AR OPl 

Tel: 01963 364172 


I THE ROYAL MAVAL MUSEUM HM DOCKYARD 


Royal Naval Museum 

Trading Company Limited 


Teddies • Pusser’s Rum • 

and many more items available 

Phone for a free catalogue, 
quote ref: RNM1 


Incorporating '-/?QjiU U- — 
the Bookshop 



FLOWERS FROM 

'CORNWALL* 

Quality flowers 
delivered by 1st class 
post for any occasion 


Seasonal Flowers 
from £9.95 


il in'Access accepted (please 
expiry date) Cheques/PO. ’% payable 
to Flowers from Cornwall. 

P.O. Box lb, St Ives, 
Cornwall, TR26 2BR 
Tel: §1734 734§§J 


f 


1 


With over 20 years experience and over 500 titles, we can help you 
find that new or used book or even a gift with a maritime theme. 

We can search for antiquarian and out of print books 
FREE book list on request 

Mail Order Hotline: 

Tel: 01705 826682 Fax: 01705 821881 

E-Mail: navalmuseumOclx.co.uk 


The Royal Naval Museum Trading Company Limited 
No.9 Store. HM Naval Base. Main Road. Portsmouth. P01 3PY 

www.royal naval museum trading company limited.co.uk 


jREMEMBERTHA^NTRANCE^FRE^OTHEHjSTORjCOOCKYARg 


Navy News Notice To Readers 

i f Wry Sews asst mtegt rwgemWUUr Nr as atewagr el ar MWfiM—< wlwi 
by esy mem m a mdL RmOm m mmRbmaummMt M mim Mr mm msMm mi m 
m m mmt tt. itfsi sad — ssriil iNn BslBrc ms«s« asy mssv w Hri s q to* aey tefsDf bSMb 


tmas Flowers 

- fresh from Guernsey 

tleUffht someone special uilb a bouquet of beautiful Jlouers sent 
from our Nursery in a Christmas box, uilb foliapc and 
ribbons ., a very special gift 

Christmas Celebration £20.00 

10 luxury camattimx 10 Spray Carnations 10 Frvesias plus foilape 

Seasons Greetings £16 .75 

10 luxury Carnations and 10 Spray Carnations plus foilapc 



Festive Cheer £13-50 

10 Luxury carnations 
plus foitape 


Bellefleur 

%/nursery 


L’lslet, Guernsey. GY1 3QP 

E-Mail: JLeTissisrOAOL.com 

TEL: 01481 52528 FAX: 01481 56522j 



MINIATURE FRAMES 
BROOCHES & TANKARDS 

Frames & Brooches Only £14.99 each inc pAp 
Tankards £12.99 

Full colour SHIP'S BADGES on china ovals set 
in a classical gold plated self standing frame. 

All ship & shore crests available. Please give 
details when ordering. 



Measure 5cm i 4cm 

MADE IN 
ENGLAND 
FORT AUSTIN. 1LJ 

& ALBERT, VIGO. VOLA 

ALL REMAINING SHIP & SHORE CRESTS TO ORDER 



DIVERS 


Vr 
f l 

1 > 


J£ 

m 

4 1^ * 



■LJ 


Our CHRISTMAS catalogue is now available featuring 
many items new to our range. 

SCULPTURES- CRYSTAL- JEWELLERY-CLOTHING 

ACCESSORIES-AND MANY OTHER GIFT I0EAS 

:ov*n 
rtfie < 


Mermaid's Pearl A' £72.99 

k , * V 

£*■*>• LL 




Single Divers - £32.50 
Now available In bronze finish 


£14.99 each inc 


TEL 

p&p 


Standard 


CDBA 


J E Bradbury Ltd 

87 Vyse Street. Birmingham. B18 6JZ 
Tel OHI 248 24b7 Fas bl889 270064 
http://www.Bradburys.cauk/giftstore 
Email Sales (a Bradburys.co.uk 
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PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


'-SPECiAUSTSINTHE-' 

L HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL J 

A full and comprehensive 
service which Includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Mackenzie 

TEL 01705 861550 / FAX 01705 810081 
263. Fawcett Rd. Southsea. Hants. 



Property for Sale 


CONVENIENT TO 

HMS RALEIGH & HMS DRAKE 


Torpoint, Hamoaze, Waterside, 
own slipway/haul out. 

4 bdrm house, master en-suite, 

1 bdrm s/c annexe, double garage, 
secluded private road. Near to 
shops schools sports club. 

£165,000 


For particulars contact agents: 
Fullords, Waterside ♦ Fine Homes 

Tel: 01752 202007 


BONHILL-WEST 
DUNBARTONSHIRE 4 Bedroom 
Detached Villa close to Faslanc. 
Property also comprises, separate, 
self contained flat with Kitchen. 
Lounge, Bathroom and Bedroom. 
£65,000. Contact CWEA Freestone 
(01225) 882485 (Work). 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston. Nottingham NG9 1EH 


FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS — 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

nan mmirunoG wnn canvas lexiurr nim 
to resemble an original oil painting 
sue 8~x16* for £35 phis POP 
For list piaasa sand SAE to: 
SEAffT. 5 THE CHASE. OOSPOffT. 
HARTS PQ12JTP 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright. 
Feldemore, Bacton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP 14 4LF 
01449 781741 


Property a Miscellaneous 



SKI 


4 

M 

0%°I 

IDIRECT 

or 

18 981 0222 


wimsmm 

framed Win BadgaefaS) . £12 00 


Cotlon Glows Pad 

Navy Stack Beret* 8 . 

» Association Win Bom Bodge .. 

I Hare! OMatoo haa . 

RN Bom 71m.. 

Black Open Tbs . 

RN Buttons Large C1M, l 

RNARtlLadies sashes 
Pace Sticks 
WJUiS Tricorn Hats 


C1Z00 
£20.00 
£2100 
£1100 
050 
£7.00 
. £450 
.055 
£155 
U50 
£150 
£12.00 



RNAMBNPSAfAAFAA Assn . £11.75 

Sm at eNrts Has y. Gray. FAA fAA Assn ... £14.50 
LJUnci wupfMny mw OKyN 

(made to order) . CUM 


Kt Cap 
S wore I 


.C11.00 

Knot...£23.00 

m tin mi 

..C 30.00 


all prices Include PSP 

omd Arfvw, Stum OtahsmMnc* OL2STJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

C jb, aII • S*> frfl I i B n n B 

t-maii - ruoroy^iintont nfi 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom made tor Cluba. 
Bands. Choirs, ale 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar. Beech Well Lane. Edge 
End. Coieford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


SHIPMODELS 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 
For details write or phone. 
Mr Ian Rascot, 29 Eagle Street, 
Hanley, Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire, 
i STI 3RD Tel No. 01762 239495. 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 

And lots more, all from one supplier 

So artwork or aoWng up ooala on mefony of pood* 
Htgn quaPy. oompaoav* pnoaa prompt da**ry 
BFPO tax-free service 
Sand tor our now price Hat: 

Reynold Sports 

51 52. High Street. Lincoln. LH5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 

_ Fax: 01522 530383 _ 


CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 

y# ' —MANY IN STOCK 

r R For comprekeaxbft Ua please tend SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
/. t£ZD COltT, LONCam GAIZ*. ujstol 
TEL: 0117 9327967 FAX: 9329S42 


BYGONE FIGHTING NAVY 
Out of prim books and memorabilia 
for sale. Send for free list from 
John Allison. 69 Broadheath Drive. 
Chislehurst. Kent BR7 6EU 
Tel 0181 4677773 (After 6.45pm) 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links, Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges. Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN). 
31. Belle Vue St.. Filey. N. Yorks 
YQ14 9HU. 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12. Avanua Industrial Estate 
Justin Road. London. E4 8SU 
Telephone 0181*523 3283 
fat 0181-531 7298 



LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPUCE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE OR MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL? 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS UST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Broad Street. Sidemoor. Bronugrove. Wore* B6I KLL 
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 

Specialists in Ribbons, Full Size 8c Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for wear or display. 

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of 
Full Size A Miniature Medals. 

( rrU* card «kn *.i*purd tn phnr <« In 
bfcrel I K twMtcn pttme fefci I 7 5% VAT 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

llifc GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

5law>^ v f ictu'e Pewter Tankards Trophies Goblets and 
^ Hip Flasks 

^Tank.vos engraven with Badge Crest from CS SO » VAT 
/? SC NO FOP 0UP FREE CA TALOGUE 

TEL 10114)2765554 FAX (0114)2750377 
GL0SS0PS TROPHIES. M BROAD STREET SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 



FRAME YOUR OWN 


viewing ■ » a x c? 

width IVItjUALd.... ^H 223 EGuBI 

in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds Easy 
quick assembly 5 sizes available Viewing widths 
are:(see picture) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm - 205mm - 
240mm at a cost of £13.95 - £17.50 - £18.50 - £20.00 
and £21.50 respectively. Measure across your medals 
and order the size to suit. Prices include p & p and BFPO add £1 for 
overseas postage, cheques/postal orders and credit card payments to: 
M.F.K.. 5 St Chads Crescent. Middle Herrington. Sunderland. S R3 3TR. 
Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003 



The Gift Shop 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

£7.50 

only £ 6.50 


ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE 

BOSUNS CALL: Bran A Copper with chain 


CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BANC_pek£ 750 

REAL MARCASfTE Navy Crown Brooch £15.00. Sub-Mariners gilt brooch_£9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack_aa £ 2J5 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner. RN Anchor, WRNS, and many othart -£ 1.70 

TIES: RNA, RNR, RM, MN_£850. FAA, Submarines and others..XI 0.50 


kN PA P. Cheques payable lo Centre! Acct* BRNC Send SAE for more di 

THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH. DEVON, TQ6 OHJ. 
TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) 


EMBROIDERED BADGES & CRESTS 


Wm arm the lending menufec turera of Military Embroidered Bed goo. 
Official Create end Garments (Including Cummerbunds) In Europe. 
FHemae cell ua now for a quotation. We also Screen Print T-Shirts, 
Sweatshirts etc. and arm the countries leading manufacturers of 
personalised Coffee Mugs, Pin Badges end Wooden Well Plaques . 


Top Quality. Beat Prices. Unbeatable Value. You've a 
now come to the beat - the VERY beet II 


i the rest. 


frERKHNc] 

|imo>KinHn]OHc 



WHI5BY WAY MO EST LINCOLN LMS 3LQ 
Teh (01922) 617000 / Pan (01522) SS71S4 


U-NEED-US at &*&*** 


LARGE SELECTION OF> 

PARTY POPPERS. STREAMERS. BALLOONS. 
NOVELTIES. PARTY HATS. CRACKERS. PAPEFUFOIL 
DECORATIONS. TABLE STATIONARY ETC 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI 1NW 
Phone 01705 823013. Fax 01705 736943 
B.F.P.O orders welcome (nil VAT) free catalogue available 

Established In Portsmouth Ovar 75 Years ago 



SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

("IN THE NAVAL SPIRir\"ROUND THE BVOY","SALLY FREE AND EASY") 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO’SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

"FULL OF RIFE AND IRONIC HUMOUR. NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS"-'***} Haas*, 

Prior <mc. p.Ap): IX.OO eech owrttc (I K/BFPO on!?. Khrwhrrr £V 00 per amwttr) 

( AH o w re w payment* in Strrfing by IMO or cheque drawn on a British bank, pfcaarl 
Order* end enquiries to CYRIL TAWNEY. 521 Mranwood Road. 1-EEDS. LS6 4AW. 




ZCJentworth 

the hwterrrs 

FORMERLY CORtVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House. 25 teadmiH Road. Sheffield St 3JA 
TH 0114 272 5676 Fax 0114 272 6651 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6<n x 7m 

£23.50 ♦ £1.40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given lor orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 65 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 



GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£21.50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE tor quotes and price list 

49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL/FAX: (01273) 416138 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES m 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals • full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wi 


MINIATURE MEDALS 


and mounted in ordinary and court-style. 

* Wire Vfaasr hedge * Mew kit I 

* Display ernes, medal ribtx 

bars, ribbon bar*, etc. 

Scad for comprehend* e catalogue to the 
Medal Specialist* <2*p stamp appreciated). 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 
PO BOX 4 
HINCKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LE10 2HP 

Telephone: (01455) 239262 


HMS REA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



e Crown 
CoerqN 


6«nx7V2 


£2120* Inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 tor optional motto Ittie scroll 
Up to 40\ discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue. Hull. HU5 3EF 
TelFax: 01482 213396 
Please send SAE lor Brochure 


Dennis Computers 

(SHOP OPENING SOON) 

DISCOUNT FOR HM FORCES. 

THE BEST NEW/USED SYSTEMS 
YOU CAN AFFORD 
WE FIND YOU THE BEST SYSTEMS 

CALL US ON, 

01705 614774 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE k MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WXTTE OR RHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMONDS. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 


i WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 

FAX 0171-930 1152 



^ ^A photograph 

Jof yourself in 
yo* r y uniform or 
Co**** your ship can be 

transformed into a 
beautiful oil painting. 


Perfect Gift for a loved one. 


ISA, Walltacctr Grove Rout, 
dare 
4UJ 


Qm*e NN for 19% 


LOST TOUCH with friends from 
your service days? We arc dedicated 
to helping you get back in touch. 
Forces Connect Association, 57 
Norwich Close. Lichfield. Staffs 
WS13 7SJ (SAE). 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS.TIES 

Cap Tallies. Sweatshirts 
Ships Crests 6'8' 12 * 
Printed T-Shirts and Baseball Caps 
All made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road Gwinear Hayle. 
Cornwall TR27 5HA 
TelFax 01736 850724 


Condoms by Post 


Best prices for quality condoms 
Durex, Mates & Novelty from 
£8.99 for 36 
For price lift contact 
Miranda Associates Ltd. Dept NN. 

PO Box 80. Gerrards Cross, Sucks. 
519 8QX 

Credit Card Hotline 01753 899 039 


wwe miranda co uk 
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Navy News has put together an extra special 

RANGE OF NAUTICAL GIFTS JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS 





ROYAL NAVY STATUETTES 

Navy News h pleased to offer a collection of mdtur y 
statuettes depleting the Royal Navy. The first two pieces 
featured are an Officer and Seaman of the Napoleonic era. 

The Figures each measuring approximately 8~ In scale, are 


meticulously added during the phase. Each 


are layered' onto the deslyi to create depth of finish and 
subtleties of Agfa and shade. AB the coBetdons are then 
sealed under a topcoat of fine 20% gloss lacquer to 
preserve clarity and colour fastness. 

Hand painted figures are sold compl et e with their own 
futty framed Story Scrofl. (the Bronze designs Include 
the Scrofts but untrained) and each figure Includes a 


Bronze £68.00 each 

Hand Painted £96.00 each 

♦ £4.00 prp UK. Please enquire for overseas prices. 




SIMON OF AMETHYST 
MUG 

This fine bone china mug. made In England 
tells the story of Simon's brave life. 

Free presentation card Included. 

£8.99 each UK 

£9.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 




NAVY BLUE BASEBALL 
CAP WITH GREEN 
SUEDE PEAK 

100% cotton with green suede effect 
stiffened peak and back size adjuster, 
finished with the embroidered Royal Navy 
modf on the front. 

£7.99 each UK 

£8.49 each Surface Mail Abroad 



HMS ILLUSTRIOUS JIGSAW 

This 250 piece collectors wooden Jigsaw makes a 
challenging and entertaining puzzle. 

(very piece Is a different shape with selected 
objects associated with the Illustrious. Includes a 
black velvet draw bag to store the pieces. Size 
approximately 250mm i 360mm 

£17.99 each UK 



ROYAL NAVY CROWN OR 
ANCHOR CLOCK PAPERWEIGHTS 


These two solid brass paperweights have been hand polished and gold plated. The clock 
Insert Is a swtss quartz movement and Is accurate to ♦/- 0.15 seconds per month. The battery 
has an estimated life of 27 months. Presentation Boxed. 

£2 I .99 each UK 
£22.99 each Surface Mail Abroad 


£18.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 


Calling all Navy News' Subscribers - Did you know - that by quoting your unique 
subscriber number, you can get 10% discount off any of Navy News’ own promotional 
hems advertised throughout the paper. 


Shown below is just a small range of what we have available. For more details 
of Navy News items phone 01705 733558 for a FREE colour brochure 



To order any Item on this page Write to :-The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH. 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/lntemational Money Order 
in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

NB NOTE NOT ACTUAL SIZE 
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FORCES 

EX-SERVICEMEN 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 
WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, 
INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS AS 
A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 

IF SO YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 

TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY. CONTACT: 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED 

TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) 

MARSH HOUSE 
92a MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DN84SZ 


tnnr /vTirtM.cmir /mnw 
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Royal Hospital School Suffolk 

Presentation by the Headmaster 

Mr Nicholas Ward, B.Sc 

On Tuesday 17th November at 6.00pm 
At the RNSETT-HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, Hampshire. 

For more details about Fast Anglia’s largest 
HMC co educational full boarding school wbicb offers 
special concessions to the children and grand children 
of seafarers, telephone the Admissions Office 

an 01473 326200 


Recruitment & Business Opportunities 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


io MUCH MONTH AT mi 

end <>i nun mqnky? 

To remedy call 24 hours: 
0141 626 9169 and listen. Full time 
or part time. Home based business 
opportunity. 


CVs IN PORTSMOUTH 


* Reasonable rates I 
*■ Choice of styles * 

RING (01705) 327772 
FAX (01705) 375239 


SPORTS SHOP 

FOR SAIF. 
Hampshire Coastal Town 

Easily run business, ideal 
low-cost first venture. 
Initial assistance offered. 

Tel: 0850 920668 


BE A 

PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD 


FREE REPORT f 


GETS YOU STARTED! 
CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE 

NOW! ON 0171-644-3075 

Of write to 

BJTf MAMET MG. 0EPT|M() P OJOX 2111, 
MTTCHAM tURNEY CJM 1QY UK 


K 


EXCITING! REWARDING! CHALLENGING! 


1 


MacGregor 


THE MARINE DIVISION OF MACGREGOR ENERGY HAS IMMEDIATE 
VACANCIES FOR ELECTRICAL ELECTRONIC INSTRUMENT TECHNICIANS 
THESE POSITIONS WILL BE RELATED TO THE OFFSHORE OIL A GAS INDUSTRY. 

CANDIDATES SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST 2/3 YEARS EXPERIENCE AT ONC LEVEL 
WITH A VIEW TO FURTHERING THEIR QUALIFICATIONS TO HNC LEVEL 
SPONSORED BY OUR CLIENT BASED IN GREAT YARMOUTH 

WE ARE CURRENTLY REGISTERING MEDICS FOR ONGOING CONTRACTS FOR 
THE OFFSHORE INDUSTRY. 

Please reply to: Cohn Or. Marine Co Ordmator. MacGregor Energy Services United. 
Veqturetorth House. South Denes Road. Gt Yarmouth NR30 3PT 
Tel 01493 330006 or Fax: 01493 331279 


OIL RIGS 

The Essentiel Guide - 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS MTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESNT KNOW WHERE TO START. 

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

• linnK s toh\) • 
01253 869808 
8 Clegg Ave. Thorntoo-Cievetoys. 
Lane* FVS 18J UK 


CRUISE THE WORLD 


on luxury cruise ships. Have fun A 
adventure Earn up to £3.600 pm tax free 
Positions at all levels For FREE 
information pacfc send two 26p stamps to: 

Transitions Overseas 
(Ref.NN) 
PO Box 21832 
London SW6 5WE 





FLS Aerospace « one of the worlds leackng independent 
providers of tufl support mamtenance service* to Iba anfcne 
industry 

© 

Operating from modern hangar and workshop taokbes located 
at London Stanstod. London Gatwic* and Manchester Airports. 
FLS also have regonai (Astrtoubon and hne stations at a*poets 
throughout the UK and Europe 

© 

Our continuing success has resulted to further growth and 
business development with vacancies at our Stansted and 
uniwicm j»xj Mane rosier oasM w w vonowtftQ 

o 

LICENSED ENGINEERS 

COMMERCIAL PERSONNE 

o 

o 

WIDE RANGNG ADMINISTRATIVE 

STAFF 

MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP 

o 

MECHANICS 

Mechanical: Avionic: 

o 

- Engine Shop - Instrument Shop 

* Hydraulic Shop - Radio Shop 

• Sheet Metal - Electrical Shop 

o 

Appkcabons from quakfed engvieers welcomed Experience in 
Aerospace advantageous but appropriate traewig win be 
provided where necessary. 


® 

© 

The attractive remuneration package includes a competitive 
salary and benefits package, which wiC reflect experience, 
together with excoAent prospects tor advancement m a growing 
company 

For company Information see our website at 
FLSAarospace.com 

E-mail GUYW@FLSAerospace 

o 


FIS Aerospace 
Unrted it Europet 


and component support 
organisation 

Pises* apply with CV to 
Guy Whittaker 
Senior Personnel Officer. 
Fl$ Aerospace Unified. 

long Border Road. 
London-Sunned Airport 
Essei 
CM241R1 


Fai 

01279 680085 




Premier Training & 
Development is the leading 
provider of quality vocational 
training in fitness instruction 
and sports therapy. 

The training and qualifications 
gained can open up fulfilling 
and lucrative career 
opportunities in this exciting 
and rapidly growing industry 


Our ran^e of Diploma courses 
include the following modules: 


Fitness Instruction & Personal Training; Fitness Assessment & Health Appraisal; Optimum & Sports Nutrition; 
Lifestyle Management; Body Massage; Sports Massage; Sports Therapy & Rehabilitation; Dip. Optimum Nutrition; 
Exercise to Music Teachers; Exercise and Health for Seniors & Juniors; Adv Personal Training; Adv Sports Therapy; 
Physical Activity & GP Referrals; Dip. Aromatherapy and Business Doelopment. 



ENROL ON A COURSE AT ANY OF THE 1 
FOLLOWING TRAINING CENTRES 

Central London • Trowbridge • Windsor • Lnfield • Guildford 
Oxford •< .mill! * Botim eni o wh •Southampton •Brighton 
I Shrewsbury • Birmingham • ( beadle • Ixrcds •Newcastle •Edinburgh 



Parade House, 70 Fore Street, 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 8HQ 
Tel: 01225 353555 Fax: 01225 353556 

e mail: enquiries*" premiend.co.uk www.premiend.co.uk 


To rccci\r a copy of our Iraimng prospect I in or to find oitl 
about courses in your area please call 01225 35.A555 


o 


IN MM Off IS PfOmj 
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Names 
light up 
history 


military 

timepiece 

Distinctive stainless steel ease with 
scratch proof mineral crystal glass 


ONLY AVAILABLE FROM SEWILLS 


YOU NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW 


To reserve your ‘Regatta’ Pilots Watch 

CALL DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 

0800 731 9997H 


Lines open 8.30am * 5.00pm Mon - Fri 
and 10.00am - 4.00pm Sat and Sun 

Or complete and fax the coupon opposite 
on 0151 708 6777 or post to: 

Sewills Sales, FREEPOST (LV 7185), 
PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 


Highly accurate double rotor 
quartz movement 

Subsidiary seconds and 30 minute timer 
dials and date window at six-o-clock 


Luminous hands and numerals 


Black leather strap with stainless steel buckle 


T his wonderfully evocative timepiece is similar to the ‘Standard 
Issue' watch given to many senior military personnel 
throughout World War II. The design has become a classic in 
historic hocologjcal terms. Now you have the opportunity to acquire 

this authentic timepiece of rare precision and style. 

_________ , ; | ■ ■ 

I wish to reserve my 'Regatta’ Pilot Chronograph. 

I understand that 1 need tend no money now and that I will be invoiced 
for £99.95 on acceptance of mv order 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Mr/Mrs/Mi/Miss_ 

Address 


Ji 


U. t. i. _ r r. _ « r -i_ 

to nop ub —C jcirven paeaac c 

daytime_ 


r that icu enter 

evening 


You huy return your Regatta Pttoc Ommugnph within 7 day* of rrcnpt 

for any reason and hm full refund or replacement [nnSg] 


UNIQUE 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

So that \ou can buy in complete confidence, 
we underwrite The Regatta pilot chronograph 
with a full 10 year guarantee 

7 DAY MONEY BACK WARRANTY 


W ITH the lowering of 
the White Ensign on 
Trafalgar Night, 
another chapter closed in the 
chequered history of the Royal 
Hospital at Greenwich. 

The Thames-side establishment, 
familiar to generations of Naval 
officers as the Royal Naval 
College, began as the maritime 
equivalent of the Army’s Royal 
Hospital at Chelsea. 

Originally intended as a palace, 
but never completed as such, the 
Greenwich Hospital was founded 
by Ouccn Mary on October 25, 
1694 - though it was not complet¬ 
ed until 175a 

Principal designer was Sir 
Christopher Wren, and other 
architectural contributions came 
from Vanbrugh and Hawksmoor. 

The first 45 pensioners joined in 
1705, and at its height at the end of 
the Napoleonic wars it housed 
almost 3,000 heavily-regulated and 
probably somewhat bored inmates. 

The quiet life seemed to suit 
them - in 1803 there were % pen¬ 
sioners over 80 years old, of whom 
16 were over 90 and one was 102. 

The magnificent Painted Hall, 
decorated by Thornhill, was fin¬ 
ished in 1727 after 19 years work, 
and was soon deemed too grand 
for use as a pensioners* dining hall. 

It was opened for public display, 
quickly becoming a place of mar¬ 
itime pilgrimage, attracting up to 
50,000 visitors a year even before 
the railways reached Greenwich. 

The Wedgewood-paste b chapel 
was rebuilt in 1789 alter a fire, and 
was the setting for one of the mar- 


hages in Four Wedduyp amt a 
Funeral. 

The chapel abo featured large in 
the final days of the Navy at 
Greenwich, with a performance of 
Handel’s Messiah five days before 
the Trafalgar Night finale. 

Greenwich Hospital was, and is, 
a charity, and in its early years it 
received generous support from 
Crown, Government and Navy - in 
1705, for example, Ouccn Anne 
gave it the £6,472 of the pirate 
Captain Kidd’s unclaimed spoib. 

For the last 150 years the charity 
has been formally under the wing 
of the Royal Navy. 

A spin-off of the original 
foundation eras the Royal 
Hospital School for the 
sons of Naval pensioners, 
originally on the same site, 
and since 1933 at 
Holbrook In Suffolk, where 
It still flourishes. 

As the numbers of pensioners 
declined in the 19th century so the 
hospital became uneconomic, until 
in 1869 the remaining inmates 
were given generous allowances to 
live out, the infirm being trans¬ 
ferred to St Thomas’ Hospital. 

In 1873 the RN College, Ports¬ 
mouth. moved to Greenwich with a 
wider remit, and absorbed the 
Royal School of Naval Architec¬ 
ture and Marine Engineering. 

Virtually every RN officer has 
attended the college in his or her 
career - the RN Staff College was 
established at Greenwich in 1919. 

That year abo saw the resump¬ 
tion of scientific and special cours¬ 
es there - a tradition strengthened 


• Ha// of fame - the Painted Hall at Greenwich . 

Tales and legends 


GREENWICH abounds in 
legends end storlee reflect* 
ing the lives end Interests of 
the Naval pensioners and 


Early rule-breakers 
punishment coats of 
"yellow stuff’’ fen alternative 
version has them turning 
their coets tneftde out to db- 

& a yellow lining) so that 
i canaries’* could be 
easily Identified. 

■ m the late 1950s, during 
restoration of tha P ai n lafl 
Hall ceiling, mysterious 
crystals were discovered In 


a comer. When analysed, 
they were found to be uric 
add - the result of a clan¬ 
destine gambling den In the 
roof specs. 

To avoid the long haul 
downstairs to the heads the 
gamblers are thought to 
have relieved themselves In 
the comer, which eventually 
seeped through the plaster. 

■ Rumour has It that 
Greenwich was not bombed 
In the war because Hitler 
wanted It for hie UK head¬ 
quarters after the Invasion 
of Britain. 


Setting stamp on historic date 


THE CLOSURE of Greenwich b 
the subject of a new limited edition 
of covers issued on lYafalgar Day 
by the RN Philatelic Society. 

The covers indude four double- 
sided photocards, and prices for 
the covers range from £6 to £11. 

They are available from the 
RNPS, 19. College Rd, HM Naval 


Base, Portsmouth POl 3LJ, tel 
01705 291259. 

A CD abo records the sound of 
the Samuel Green organ in the col¬ 
lege chapel, played by Nicholas 
Johnson, and available from 
Cathedral Classical (CC001) at 
Bolbcc Hall. Wcstgate Rd. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Nbl 1SE 


lege at ! 
officially 


with the establishment of the 
Department of Nuclear Science 
and Technology in 1958. 

Jason, the low-powered training 
reactor just powerful enough to 
light a 70 watt bulb, was built in 
1962, and the process of removal 
began earlier this year. 

And now, with the joint staff col- 
at Shrivcnham, the Navy has 
illy taken its leave of the 
establishment, declared part of the 
"Maritime Greenwich" World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

And as Baron Greenwich - one 
of the Duke of Edinburgh's titles - 
was presented with the final White 
Ensign, the future of the buildings 
passed further into the hands of 
the Greenwich Foundation, 
though the gradual Royal Navy 
withdrawal will continue until the 
cod of the yew. 


THE LAST Commander of the 
Royal Naval College brings to an 
end a list of officers which reads 
like a Who’s Who of the Navy. 

Cdr Jonathan Maughan is per¬ 
haps an appropriate choice to ring 
down the curtain at the former 
royal palace - he was a former nav¬ 
igator in HMY Britannia, and was 
a proud man when the Royal Yacht 
sailed past Greenwich for the last 


time a year ago. 

Other illustrious names from 
the site's past include Hood, 
Palltser, Hardy and Cook - the 
senior posts were reserved as 
sinecures for distinguished admi- 
rab and captains. 

The body of Nelson lay in state 
in the Painted Hall, with more than 
100,000 people filing past in three 
days. 


Estd 1800ad • 


MAKER TO THE ADMIRALTY 
The ‘Regatta’ Pilot Chronograph 

A truly 
evocative 


navy bows out 
of Greenwich 
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Roval Naval 


Papers find sparks wartime medal review r 

More will get 
Atlantic Star 
52 years on 


DOCUMENTS found at 
the RN Medal Office may 
mean that many World 
War II sailors who were 
originally classed as not 
being eligible for the 
Atlantic Star, may now be 
able to receive the 
medal. 

The Star was awarded for 
service in the Battle of the 
Atlantic between September 2, 
1939 and May 8, 1945. But as 
with all campaign medals, enti¬ 
tlement is subject to strict crite¬ 
ria. Recipients of the medal 
must first have been eligible for 
the 1939-45 Star, for which the 
main criterion for Naval per¬ 
sonnel was to have serve a six 
months afloat in any opera¬ 
tional area. 

The rules, laid down in an 
Admiralty Fleet Order in 1946. had 
been interpreted to mean that enti¬ 
tlement to the Atlantic Star 
required a sailor to serve for six 
months in that war zone after his 
first six months at sea, even though 
his initial six months afloat also 
may have included service in the 
Atlantic. 

Therefore, in some cases, 
a sailor may have served 
more than six months in the 
Atlantic, and not have been 
regarded as being eligible 
for the Atlantic campaign 
medal. 

Hundreds of applications and 
enquiries arc dealt with each 
month the RN Medal Office - 


part 


In Brief 


FINAL COUNT for the sponsor¬ 
ship money raised by sky-div¬ 
ing shipmate Marion Green of 
Dagenham branch (as report¬ 
ed in August's Navy News) 
eras £1,650. Beneficiary is the 
Royal Alfred Seafarers Society. 


IPSWICH branch presented an 
inscribed hip flask to their retiring 
president. C^apt J. Murray Dunlop 
KN (retd) in appreciation of his 20 
years’ service 



Personnel Administration Agency 
- at Centurion Building. Gosport. 
It was during research for an 
Atlantic Star applicant that the dis¬ 
covery was made of the post-war 
documents which have resulted in 


the change of interpretation of the 
rules. 

Under that new interpretation. 
RN officers or ratings who served 
for six months in the Atlantic at any 
time during 12 months afloat in 
operational areas are entitled to 
the Atlantic Star. 

To claim the award, they should 
write to the Royal Navy Medal 
Office. EDS/AFPAA(C), Centu¬ 
rion Building. Grange Road. 
Gosport. P013 9XA. 

A spokesperson for the Office 
said: ^Each application will be 
dealt with in order of receipt and. 
given the age of relevant records, 
may take some months to resolve. 

“It would therefore be extremely 
helpful if applicants could include 
a copy of their Service Certificate, 
or as many service details as possi¬ 
ble and, if appropriate, details of 
any previous correspondence with 
the Royal Na\ty Medal Office." 


PICTURE PUZZLE 
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WINNER of our September £ •£"*; •“^‘E*^"**"*"**, 

Picture Puzzle competition Jf « 

was Mr C. W. Cheshire of _._°? »”* ** "A**?*" op™* •"**»••• »* 

Doncaster. He identified ""*** 

the monitor HMS Roberts MYSTERY PICTURE 45 

(1941-56). 

Mr Cheshire's reply was Name 
picked at random, and he 
receives our cash prize of £30. 

In this month’s competition, a ddrMs 

name the ship and the year for . 

a chance to win another £30. 

coupon and Mnd N to 

w, NeVy IwWl) n M O •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

njMiPOI 3HH. Coupons 
wHI go Into a 

a winner. _ 

> la Oaoambaf My answer. 



Around the Branches 


the Armed Forces 


Leeds (Headingley) 

Links between HMS Ark Royal 
and her affiliated city of Leeds 
were renewed when branch mem¬ 
bers met a former Commanding 
Officer of the ship - Flag Officer 
Naval Aviation. Rear Admiral 
Terry Loughran. 

The meeting came during a visit 
to FONA HO at RN air station 
Yeovilton where the visitors wit¬ 
nessed the take-off of two 
Swordfish of the RN Historic 
Flight, one aircraft bearing the 
appropriate name City of Lewis. 

On their way south for a six-day 
break in Plymouth, the visitors had 
been hosted to a lunch by Bristol 
branch. 

Dartmouth 

The branch, now in its new HQ 
at Dartmouth Royal Yacht Club, 
were guests of the ship’s company 
of HMS Brave during her Royal 
Regatta Guardship duties. 
Members were delighted when the 
NATO Whaler Race was won by 
the ‘home team', including the 
branch chairman and vice chair¬ 
man, Shipmates Jan Tmdall and 
Alex Webster. 


CERTIFICATES of appreciation 
ware presented by Paddock 
Wood branch to founder mem¬ 
ber and social secretary, 
Shipmate Colin Ash, and to the 
treasurer, Shipmate Malcolm 
Lucas for their work since the 
branch was commissioned. 

SHIPMATE Syd Shilling, presi¬ 
dent and life member of Wear 
(Sunderland) branch has become 
the first life vice president of No. 
11 Area, on retiring as Area public 
relations officer. 


Wigston & District when contact »port« aet 

Over 120 shipmates and guests ment by the referee - in this 



H needs some fine i 


Over 120 shipmates and guests 
attended a branch social evening, 
which included members from 
Grantham. Market Harborough 
and Leicester Royal Marines 
Association. Wigston members 
were also guests of Newark at a 
similar event. 


ment by the referee - in this case Rear Admiral Alec Weir, presi¬ 
dent of Deiabore branch which organises an annual Croquet War 
for RNA branches in the Cornwall area. This year's winners were 
the teem in the picture - St Austell - who were among seven 
Cornish teams and two from No. 4 Area (runners-up) who took 
pari in the event heid at Wenn Manor, Bodmin. The competition 
raised £200, divided between Padstow Sea Cadet unit and the 
Handicapped Children’s Pilgrimage Trust. 


Brighton & Hove 

The branch’s 61st birthday was 
celebrated with a dinner attended 
by guests from Worthing, 
Littlchampton. Waterloovillc and 
Selsey. Also there were the 
National Council representative 
for No. 3 Area. Shipmate Tony 
Cook, and Area chairman. 
Shipmate Fred Flood and their 
wives. 

A branch stall at Southwick 
Green raised £300. 

Didcot 

Members mourn the death of 
their chairman and vice president. 
Shipmate Stan Watson 

Man, a former CPO, joined the 
Fleet Air Ann in 1939 and saw ser¬ 
vice on Atlantic convoys and at 
Salerno. Since moving to Didcot 
with his wife, Ellen, in 1962 he 
worked tirelessly for the branch. 

He was a founder member of the 
local United Services Association 
and a member of the Royal British 
Legion. 

York 

Membership target of 101 
been reached - and there is 
that the branch will enter 
Millennium even stronger. 
Members believe the secret of their 
success involves closer links with 
other branches, a good social cal¬ 
endar. and a hard working secrc- 
taiy- Shipmate Geoff Miskclly. 

The branch keeps an open house 
at HMS Comus, WM Club, 
Clarence Street. 


T 


Naval Quirks 


MEMBERS of Deal & Walmer 
branch had a great time and 
good seafood when they were 
gusela of Battereea ship- 


AT THE TIME Of THE 
BATTLE OF JUTLAND, 
THE BRITISH GRAND 
FLEET KEPT TO 

‘summer time'while 

IN HARBOUR' 


-Bur switched to 

GMT CONE HOUR 
BEHIND ) WHEN AT 

setk.. 


WHEN shipmates of Woking 
branch, helped by members of 
Normandy Veterans Association, 
raised over £3.400. the funds were 
in aid of the Star and Garter 
Homes. 



THUS BECOMING THE I LIKE LEAVING 
FIRST 0ATTL£FL££T HARBOUR-YOU GET 
IN HISTORY T2> TIME YOUR COCOA HALF#] 
' HOUR BEFORE SOU 

ORDERED IT • 



Newbury & District 

A replica of a Royal Navy field 
gun. manned by a crew of nine 
shipmates, has been helping the 
RNA publicity and recruiting drive 
at fetes and other events this year. 

Made of wood by Shipmate Jim 
Moyle, the gun dismantles in a sim¬ 
ilar way to its full-size counterpart, 
the crew giving a realistic imitation 
as they race against the dock. A big 
hit among young and old, the 
Newbury gunners remain unbeat¬ 
en, though twice challenged by 
members of the Royal Artillery 
Association. 

Horley 

The 50th anniversary of the 
branch was marked by a parade 
and a service conducted by the 
Rev. Peter May at St 
Bartholomew’s Church. The 
parade was led by the band of TS 
Ark Royal Sea Cadet unit and 
included three generations of one 
familv - Joe Studwick, his son Dave 
and nis grandson Carlton, who is 
serving in the Navy, Guests includ¬ 
ed No. 1 Area National Council 
member. Shipmate Dennis Judge, 
and the Deputy Mayor of Reigate 
and Banstead. ‘ 

Sawston 

A memorable outing to 
Felixstowe was arranged by the 
branch for residents of Orchard 
House. Helped by some of the 
home’s staff, they travelled by 
coach to the seaside where they 
were entertained to lunch and tea. 

Rushden 

Seventy members gathered at 
the home of Shipmate Tony 
(Bruno) Hclsdown for lunch, a 
splicing of the mainbracc. and a 
lamp-swinging session. 

Scooter odyssey 

IPSWICH and Bridlington 
branches donated £300 and 
£100 respectively during Navy 
chaplain Mike Brotharton'a 
scooter ride around Britain. 

As reported in the October 
issue of Navy News , the Rev. 
Brotherton was collecting for 
an electric wheelchair for Lt 
Cdr Phil Tribe, injured in an 
accident while ashore in the 
Gulf region. 
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Charles 
goes to 
top of 
class 



• Charles Beard more - Stoke's Adult Learner of the Year. 


CHARLES BEARDMORE of 
Stoke-on-Trent branch won no 
glittering prizes when he was 
at school - he left when he 
was aged 14 with no educa¬ 
tional qualifications. 

But today, at the age of 73, he 
has proved that the old saying 
that you can't teach an old sea 


dog new tricks, is not necessarily 
true. 

For Charles is this year s winner of 
the Adult Learner of the Year Trophy 
awarded by the City of Stoke-on-Trent 
College. 

War was declared soon after he left 
school, and in 1943 he joined the 
Navy, training as a Fleet Air Arm 
mechanic and serving until 1947 in 


HM ships Peewit, Urley, Moray Firth 
and Fulmar. 

On his return to Civvy Street he 
worked in light engineering and 
retired eight years ago. It was then 
that he decided to broaden his educa¬ 
tion. With time on his hands he went 
back to school to fulfil a long-held 
ambition to learn a second language. 

Enrolling at the Stoke college, he 
started evening classes in German, 


three years later gaining a GCSE in 
the subject - and then went on to 
study English and Maths. 

A firm believer in Once Navy 
Always Navy*, he has been a member 
of the Association for the past 15 
years. He is assistant secretary of his 
branch, and uses his skills in German 
to translate Die Flagge , the newsletter 
published by the Austrian equivalent 
of the RNA. 


POSTER 

LAUNCH 


FOR NEW 
GROWTH 


A POSTER has been pro¬ 
duced for wide circulation by 
the RNA as part of the 
Association’s publicity and 
recruiting drive. 

With the theme of “Once Navy. 
.. Always Navy”, the poster shows 
a Type 42 destroyer at sea. and 
lists information on the size of the 
RNA its aims, welfare work and 
what it offers to its members. 

“We support the Royal Navy 
and maintain naval traditions,^ 
reclaims the poster. “Our wel- 
arc system cares for others at all 
times. Reuniting shipmates, our 
network stretches far and wide. 

M Wc remember the fallen and 
will never forget them. We work to 
support naval charities, and most 
of all we enjoy ourselves in the 
good company that as you know is 
unique in the Royal Navy. 

“The camaraderie of the RNA 
branches is second to none. Share 
it with us.” 


P 1 

fa 



Is this the only painting 
of forgotten warship? 


in camera form. AH other episodes' still available. Part 9 Op.l 


archive f 




THIS PORTRAIT of the little-known, 18th century man o’ war 
HMS Lichfield is thought to be the only painting of the ship. But 
far from being a contemporary piece found discarded in an attic, 
it’s a very recent work, produced by Lichfield artist John Brocklcy 
after painstaking research. 

The ship did not have a notable 
career. Built in 1746, there is no 
evidence that she saw major action 
and just 12 years later came to 

g ief on the coast of North Africa. 

ut, since Mr Brockley presented 
his work to Lichfield branch of the 
RNA, the vessel has a place in the 
hearts of members there. 

In his long search for clues to 
the ship’s appearance, the artist 
unearthed an 8ft drawing at the 
National Maritime Museum, 

Greenwich, and much more 
research established her rigging, 
sail layout and the flags she would 
have worn during the Seven Years 
War. 

The 140ft vessel - a fourth rate 
of 50 guns - is represented during 
a skirmish with tnc French in the 
Channel. 


Half-century 
for Area 9 

THE 50th anniversary of No. 9 
Area was marked by a service of 
thanksgiving and rededication in 
Lincoln Cathedral, attended by 
the Associations’s President, Vice 
Admiral Sir Roy Newman. 

Standards and representatives 
of many branches were present, 
and the service was followed by a 
reception arranged by Lincoln 
branch ladies section, followed by 
a band concert. 


Armada revellers don rig of the day 


• In a fitting tribute to a son of 
their area, Sir Francis Drake, 
most of the 56 members at 
Liskeard who attended the 
RNA branch’s Armada dinner 
wore period costume for the 
event. It Is hoped that from 
now on the dinners will 
become an annual event. 


Remember The 
Good Old Navy 



Framed Photographs 

!toi OJitglmJ 

FKt BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan tsLwt 

20. Queen Street. Portsmouth P01 3HL 
TEL 01705 829555 / FAX 01705 061694 



THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


lO .E.INDIESBRmSH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 

Trinco. Sydney. Manus. Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of all surviving RN 
i film this first of two projected videos is the most defm-Mr 




I programmes send 


N.V.T.C. BECK HOUSE, ESCRICK. N. YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239 



ERN SERVI 

to announce the 
tern Service Me 
Available now. 

This 
comme 
has been 
comi 

Eastern ai 
theatres 

Hong Koi 
Gulf 
Iraq, Ku 
Borneo, 
Malays 
Rad fan, 
Sumatra, 
Palestine 


u t-29.95 inclusive of V.A.Trand postage, 
\ arc ‘how being accepted. Be among ihe 
first to hold this medal by responding today, or 
order one as a gift for a friend or relative. 

Please send cheques or postal orders 
made payable to "DPS Awards" to: 

DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961, 
Bromsgrove, B61 SLA. 

Tel : 01527 831583 
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Options 



Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Oiatkng m Octobar lor the toftowmg 
rating* k> be promolad to Chief Petty Officer 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(R) C T Dent (Dryad). I 
McQueen (Newcastle) 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(M) A J R Henderson 
(Sultan). S.R Hayward (Birmingham) 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEM(R) PR James (CFM 
Portsmouth), S D Brady (Edinburgh) 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOAEM(M) SR K BucKmasler 
(RNAS Cutdrosei 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF 

ARTIFICERTECHNICIAN 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in October lor the following to 
be advanced 

To CCAEA(M) DM Holt (RNAS 
Cuidrose) 

To CCMEA N R Shartand (Drake CFM). 
GO Newell (Exeter). EP WrennaM 
(Cumberland). R Grant (Sultan). SM 
Ashmore (Drake CFM) 

To CCWEA AB Taylor (FOST MPV 

S * a CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 

ARTIFICERTECHNICIAN 
Commodore Naval Drafting has been 
notified of the following advancements to 
Chief Petty Officer Artificer Oechnoan which 
were made by commanding officers 

To CPOCT(A) R C Lyons (RNU RAF 
Drgby) 

To CPOMEA - W D Browne (Sultan). J R 
Campbell (CFM Portsmouth). S J Charles 
(York). MS Donald (Dolphin SM School). 
H R Magill (Liverpool). J D Moore 
(Notkngham). A Nelson (Gloucester). P.B 
Stephens (Sultan). A. Stewart (Neptune 
SMI) 


Appointments 


Admiral Sir Michael Boyce to 

succeed Admiral Sir Jock Slater 
as First Sea Lord and Pnncipal 
Aide-de-Camp to the Queen Oct. 
8. 

Rear Admiral F. M. Malbon to 
be promoted Vice Admiral on Jan. 
6 and to succeed Vice Admiral J. 
J. Blackham as Deputy Comman¬ 
der Fleet. 

Capt R. J. Ibbotson to be CO 

HMS Boxer and Captain FI. Nov 
10 . 

Capt R. J. Clapp to serve in 
the rank of Commodore and to be 
CO RNAS Yeovilton. Dec. 16. 

Cdr R. D. J. Barker, to be CO 
HMS Splendid Jan. 19. 

Cdr R. A. M. Brown to be CO 
HMS Manchester. Jan. 5. 

Cdr M. J. Hawthorne to be CO 
HMS Tireless. Dec. 15. 

Cdr H. R. Sanguinetti to be 
CO HMS Grafton. Dec. 17. 

Cdr P. K. Walpole to be CO 
HMS Lancaster, sept 4 
Cdr S. J. N. Kings to be CO 
HMS Edinburgh. Jan. 15. 

Cdr P. W. McDonnell to be CO 
HMS Victorious (Starboard). Dec. 
15. 

Cdr R. C. R. Wellesley to be 
CO HMS Argyll (Jan. 28). 

Lt Cdr T. J. Lewis to be CO 
HMS Grimsby. Dec 1. 

Lt Cdr R. M. Tuppen to be CO 
HMS Dumbarton Castle. Jan. 6. 

Lt Cdr T. J. L. Williamson to 
be CO HMS Shetland Dec. 15. 

Lt Cdr M. T. G. Durkin to be 
CO HMS Atherstone. Nov. 8. 

Lt Cdr D. J. Bewick to be CO 
HMS Bridporl 


To ACPOMEA - N J Fsrguaon (Naptuna 
FO). G P Norton (Sultan) 

To CPOWEA - A J Ainsworth (Quoin). 
L.J Bartow (Grafton). G P Book* (FONA 
Support). R 6 Bnggs (FSU-02). S P EMtoft 
(Grafton). RTB Harnon (mutinous). A 
Myall (Grafton). S.N Ovarvoorda (Brava). G 
Powad (CFM Portsmouth) WN Radpath 
(Northumbartand). WJ Suffolk (Livarpool). 
J D Ward (Montroaa) 


To ACPOWEA AD Raat (Tnumph). 
D.N. Shirtow (Tnumph). C P Watharail 
(Tr enchant) 

To CPOAEA I F Duncan (815 Fit 219). 
S J MacMillan (815 Fit 219). D S Murray 
(815 Fit 217). PJ Newton (829 Fit 212). 
$ M Ntchoda (829 Fn 244). J Wallace (810 
Son Seahawk). N J Wiles (810 Sqn 
Saahawk) 


Points 


THE FOLLOWING shows the total points of 
the man and woman at the top of each 
advancement rotter for patty officer and lead 
mg rales in October after issue of Bf 3a 

lnierme<kanet (In!) indicates that person 
nel can be advanced before they are efcgtoie 
to receive mem points or before the roeter 
can be adjusted to take account of them 
This means that personnel are advanced m 
basic date order Datee shown against Ini' 
rosters are the basic dates of the top ekgtote 
personnel The number following the points 
(or basic data) w the number advanced m 
October 

CCMEAML lm (3 4 98). 3 CCMEAEL 
Inf (5 6 98). 2: CCMEAMISM Dry. 1; 
CCMEAELSM Dry. Nil CCWEAADC lot 
(7 8 98). Nil. CCWEAWDO Dry. 1; 

CCWEA A DC SM Dry NM; CCWEA WDOSM (10.3 92 

Dry. Nil. CCWEASWSNAVSM Dry. NM. Dry. NM, 
CCWEASWSTECSM Dry. NM CCAEAM LWSTD 


169 (1 5 97). 1; 

CCAEAWL 301 (26 11 96). NM 


■ Dry. i 

CCAEAR 


Dry. Nil. 


PCXEWVO) 310 (14 6 94). 1 LS(EW) 
tot (14 10 97). 2; POm -161(14 11*6). 1; 
LS(M) 145 (10 10.95). 1. PO(R) 410 
(14.1 .94). 1; LS(R) • 09 (30 3 96). 3. PO(S) 
115(113 96). Nl L8(S) 384 (14.1.94). 4; 
PO(D) 574 (16 2 93). 1; IM) 671 
(6.6.92). 2; POQiWHO) Ini (5 5 98). 1; 
LS<*iW) ■ Ini (11 3 97). Nil. PO(9fD • 414 
(14 6 94). 2. LS(SR) Int (15 10 96). 1. 
PCX SEA) 653 (15.9.92). NM 

POCY 251 (14 2 96). 4. POCO 536 
(8 6 93). Nil; LRb Int (11 6 96). 6. PORT 
604 (9 2 93). NM; RPO 708 (10 3 92). Nil 
POMEAKLKQS) - tot (24 9 96). NM; LMEM- 
“ MOS) Int (25 3 98). 7. POMEM(MHGS) 
- * -- y: 210 

LWEM(b) 219 (29 3.9&). Nil. POWEM- 


(27.2.97). 1: LWTR(SM) 427 (3.3 94). Nil. 
POCA(SM) Int (6 6 97). Nl LCH(SM) 706 
(7 11 91). NM. P06TD(9M) • 751 (23 8 91). 
1 LSTD(SM) 834(19 2 91). NM 

POA(AH) 926 (23 3 91). NM LA(AH) 
425 (22 6 93). 1. POA(METOC) Int 
(23 6 98). Nil. LA(METOC) tot (2.10 96) 
NM POA(PHOT) 1023 (3.1089). Nil. 
POA(SE) 793 (1.2.91). NM. LA(SE) 201 
(24 7 95). NM POACMN 488 (22 7 93). Nil. 
POAC Dry. Nil POAEM(M) Int (3.10.96). 
Nil; LAEM<M) 435 (25 11 93). 4 
POAEM<R) - Int (19 3.96). Nil LAEM(R) 
588 (30 9 92). 1; POAEM(L) • Dry Nil. 
LAEM<L) 445(15 9 93). NM 

POW(R) 386(12 7 94). Nil. POW(RS) 
662 (9 6 92). Nn LWRO 553(13 10 92) 6 
POWPT 593 (9 2 93). Nil RPOW 668 
10 3 92). Nil POWCA Dry. Nil LWCH 
‘ m POWSTD - 1015 (16.7 90). Nil. 

f >89 (18.2 93). Nil POWSA 225 
(1 8 96). NM LWSA - Dry. NM POWWTR 
536 (27 7 93). NM; LWWiR 416(31 3 94). 
Nil. POWWTVttO) • Ini (11.7.07). NM; 
POW(METOC) Dry. NN LW(METOC) • Ini 
(2 6 96). NM. POWPHOT 420 (5 10 93). NM. 
ROWA- -- 


___ lAElMftf) tot (20 3 98) Nil LWA 

^67 4 1 LWaImW D^NU W WW/SLijLr2ky. I 

LWTEL 68S (3.12.91), Nil 

POWWA 564 (10 3 93). Nil. LWWA 
696 (30 10 91). Nil. POWDHYG • Ini 
(2 8 96) NM; POWDSA Ini (30 1 97). Nil. 

WDSA f - - - 


(LWOS) It I, 

374 (7 7 94). 6 LMEM(M)(GS) 

(22 3 95), 17 POWEM<0) 183(599 
LWEM(6) 219 (29 3 96). Nil. PC 
(RHOS) 306 (1.11 94). 2; LWEM(R)(GS) 
359 (9 1193). 2 POCA(GS) 564 
(18 12 93). NM. LCH(GS) * 515 (2.4 93). 2; 
POSTD(GS) 853 (28 8 91). Nil; LSTD(GS) 
374 (16 6 94). Nil POSA(QS) 437 
(29 1 94). 3. LSA(GS) 106 (18 3 96). 2. 
POWTR(GS) 521 (14 6 93). 1; LWTR(G8) 
464 (26.11 93). 4 POMA - Int (10 9 96). 2. 
LIMA 93(12.3 96). 7. 

PO(SHSM)(0) • 717 (3 3.92). Nil. 
LS<S)(SM) 654(26 11 91). NM. PO(TSXSM) 
488 (31 8 93). 1 UKTtKSM) 511 
(8 6 93). 1 PORS<SM) 501 (12 10.93). NM 
LRO(SM) 450 (12.10 93). N.: POMEM 
(LMSIM) Int (2 12 97). NM. LMCMfUCMD * 
tot (5 11.96). Nil POMEM(MXSII) Dry. 2; 

it (29 4 96). 10 POWEI4- 
I 92). Nil; LWEM(RXSM) 
631 (1 5 90). Nil P08AISM) Dry. 1. 
LSA(SM) tot (4.3.97). 1 POWTR(SM) Int 


tot (5 11.96). NM; P 
LMEJWMYSM) Int 
(RHSIM) 803(311 


Deaths 


CTC 


Cdr Simon Chertee Howard Sept 19 
Lt Toby Baala. HMS Grafton Sept 23 
Jnr Mine Nathaniel Burton. 

Lympetone Oct. 15. 

LS<SEA) Peter Baavan HMS Drake 

CBP(CFS) Oct 15. 

Rear Admiral Kenneth Henry George 
WMWe CB. Chief of Staff to C-m-C Naval 
Home Command 1979 81 Served 1944 81 
Ships Kant. Praaidant. Naptuna 

Collmgwood (CO 1976-79) Reaideni Officer. 
Polaris Executive. Clyde Submanne Base 
1965 68. Asst Director Underwater 
Weapons Dept 1970-74, Deputy Director RN 
Staff College Greenwich 1675 76 (Director. 
1976) Member of Association of RN Officers 
Capt John klott LVO engineer officer 
mentioned in despatches for hie part in keep 
mg HMS Exalar s engines running aflar 
heavy damage to Battle of Rrver Plate. 1939 
Served 1938-70 Other ships Malaya 
Jamaica Poet war Stafl of RNEC Manadon. 
HMY Bntannia (1952 56. Engineer Officer for 
first royal visits); Naval Attache Belgrade 
1965 67. CO RNAS Arbroath 1967 70 Sept 
9 aged 81 

Lt Cdr Alaetair Robertson CBE. DSC 
and Bar Served 1928 48 Ships Nelson. 
Exeter. Antelope (Spanish Civil War petrols). 
Furious (Osprey pilot. 803 NAS 6 first RN 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officer*' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925. ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £3 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: • Automobile 
Association Membe r ship at leas than half price to many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage sad with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. • Legal, Financial and Medical Conan!taiions at free or 
favourable rates * TVade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance. travel, hotels, clothing and furewear. car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises 'Regional Social Functions and Gronp Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays * 
Mail redirection • Swords and uniform hems far sale * an ARNO c redit card. 

-fat *«*»t*k** tkvt aw** Jkf _ 

To LrQal M P Cooaaas RN. ARNO. 70 Pono*sr» Ttm, Loudon W2 3TP 
Please send me details sod s membership application form: 







HMS Cumberland - she paid off In 1958. gQ y0grs ago 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the November 
headlines of past decades ... 

40 years ago 

HMS Cumberland, the oldest sea going ship in the 
Royal Navy, was to be paid off into tne Reserve 
after more than 30 years service. First commis¬ 
sioned in 1927. the County-dass cruiser saw 
wartime service on Arctic convoy duty, in the 
Mediterranean and in the Far East. She was used 
latterly as a trials cruiser testing new 3in. and 6in. 
automatic guns. 


A NEW NATO Command. Maritime Air Forces 
Mediterranean, started to operate in Naples to 
improve and co-ordinate air surveillance of a build¬ 
up of Soviet warships in the Mediterranean, includ¬ 
ing the new helicopter carrier the Moskva. 

HMS Fearless had been the venue for talks at 
Gibraltar between Prime Minister Harold Wilson 
and the Rhodesian leader Ian Smith, over 
Rhodesia's unilateral declaration of independence. 


20 years ago 


AN EXTENDED Service scheme was introduced 
for ratings, and included an improved pay scale 
compared with the systems it was replacing. The 
ES scheme had 100 vacancies, mostly for CPOs, 
with a strong demand for artificers. 

The Type 42 destroyer HMS Coventry was com¬ 
missioned at Portsmouth on November 10. 


LWDSA Int (5.11 96). 1; POEN(G) Dry. 
Nil. LENIG) Dry. Nil. PONN 105(12.3.96). 
Nit. POMA(Q) Dry. Nil. LMA(Q) Dry. Nil 
PO(AWW) • Ini (17 12 96). Nil; 
LOkKAWW) Int (25 3 96), Nil POfAWT) 
Int (2 10 97) Nil. LOM(AWT) - tot (30 6 96i 
NM PO(UW) Int (21 2 98). Nil. LOM(UW) 
Ini (17.2 98). Nil. PO(EW) Int (24 7.97). Nil 
LOkREW) Int (8 12 97). Nil PO(MW) - lm 
(IS 7 97). NM. LOMfMW) - Int (17 3 98). Nil 
PO(C) Int (17 8 96). NM LOM(C) Int 
(13.12.97). 13; PO(SSM) Int (18 2 96). 1; 
LOM(SSM) Int (6 2.97). 1: PCXTSH) • tot 
(14 11 96). 1 . LOM(TSM) 97 (13 2 96). 1. 
PO(CSM) 483 (6 6 93). Nil LOM(CSM) Int 
(14 1 96). 2; POfWSH) • 379 (3 5 94). Nil 
LOM<WSM) 602 (26 8 92). Nil 

Basic dates (or female ratings in the Id 
lowing categories which have no examine 
bon tor the next higher rate, are applied m 
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22 
POWTEL 848(1 4 93). NM; 

The number ot Bl3s issued m the female 
categories are those advanced from the 
female shor 


Swop drafts 


CH Sc etc herd RNAS Yeovilton ext. 
6638. drafted HMS Argyll. Jan Wtl swop for 
any Plymouth ship, preferably not deploying 
MEM (B) Hellter HMS Marlborough 
BFPO 333. wiH swop for any Devonport Type 
22/23 or HMS Ocean, deploying or not 
LCH Bailey HMS Neptune Mam Galley, 
ext 5611. wMl swop for any Portsmouth draft 
CPOMEA(EL) Carson Faslane ext 
5093. drafted HMS Ledbury (ADSHIPS). next 
June W»l swop lor any Hunt class in Faslane 
or known to be moving there 

OM(C)1 Glen Millar 30 Mess HMS 
Gloucester. BFPO 260 (deploying next year), 
win swop for any Devonport sh*> deploying or 
not 

AB(EW) Pearson 3P Mess or EW Office. 

year) 
any non c 


LATCH MacDonald HMS Nelson ext 
24294. drafted HMS Monmouth Feb W>n 
swop lor any Portsmouth Type 23/42 

LS(EW) A. Me Ketch HMS Iron Duke. 
BFPO 309. wiM swop lor any Plymouth draft, 
daotovma or not 

°LT^O^ Hamilton HMS Shetland BFPO 
385. will consider anything, preferably 

. HMS Nelson ext 24281. 
drafted HMS Sutherland. Nov 12 Will swop 
lor any Portsmouth ship. 

CHI Marshall HMS Liverpool. BFPO 
327. wit swop for any ship deploying or not. 


squadron at RNAS Cuidroae 

WWTR L. A McCoy HMS Raleigh UPO. 
wtl swop tor any Portsmouth draft 

POSA Cornish 846 NAS. drafted FSUG3. 
Faslane. Jan Will consider anything 

LSA Stephenson HMNB Portsmouth 
exl. 27551. drafted RNAS Cuidrose, Jan 26 
WiH swop tor anything except Scotland 


B(EW) Pai 

> Glasgow. 
) - AB(EW 


327. wifi swop lor any 
preferably Portsmouth 

LCH Northern HD 


ww. BFPO 287 (deploying next 
EW) or OM1IEW) Wil swop for 
i deploying sea billet 
WTR Crothalt HMS Cornwall. BFPO 
256. we swop for any Portsmouth slap not 
deploying 


pitot to make successful deck landtoc with 
Skua). Ark Royal (one of two Skua peots to 
be first British airmen to shoot down an 
enemy aircraft m WWII). Fitxroy (mmesweep 
mg ops DSC Dieppe). Abtkel (Med mmeiay 
mg. DSC survivor). Scylta (D-Day) General 
Manager Northern Lighthouse Board 1960 
77 Sept 8. aged 83 

Lord Newborough DSC (S/Lt Micky 
Wynn RNVR. served 1940 45) After being 
invalided out of Army. ;omed RN 
Commanded HMS Daedalus air sea rescue 
vessel at Dunkirk, and Ashing boat attempt 
mg to evacuate Guardsmen from Calais 
Designed special depth charges used on 
MTB 74 which he commanded m St Nazaire 
raid to blow up dock gates (DSC) Captured 
and sent to Cokktz Castle after several 
escape attempts Aged 81. 

Lt Cdr Frank Pogeon Dorte PamphllJ 
Frank Pogeon served m WWII Commanded 
minesweeper m Adriatic where, m Italy he 
mel and mimed Ooetta Dona Pamphilj. 
heiress to a great fortune Served m Korea 
Aged 75. 

Thomae Arthur Kerry. ex-LS. served 
1948 60 Stvps Obdurate. Corunna, motor 
minesweepers Sept 9 aged 68 

Jamee (Jim) McKeeseck ex-CPOM(E). 
served 1948 70 Ships King George V. 
Jupiter. Victory. Narvik. Vanguard. 
Barrington. Duchess. BeMerophon. Teazer. 
Fimsterre. Sultan. Blake. Collmawood. 
Parget Dsmty. Rooks. Wakeful. Jaguar 

Raymond Mason ex WOSA. served 
1964 96 Ships Ajax Andromeda Zulu. 
Hermes (1979-82). Nottingham illustrious 
Finally RNSLAM (Whale Is ) 

Charles Henry Canning ex-CPO. 
served 1926-52 WWII Dunkirk veteran 
(steered small boat by stars after compass 
tost overboard) electrical instructor HMS 
Vernon, attached to SBS n Gulf; served m 
Italy as drver removing and setting limpet 
mines with Lt Cdr Buster Crabb Post war 
HMS Collmgwood instructor; Vospar 
Thornycroft and GEC Sapt n aged 87 
Samuel PhlHp Arthur Bailie BEM. ex 
CERA, served 1925 50 Ships mduded HMS 
Royal Sovereign 1940 44 Aug 11 aged 88 
Ray Johnson ex-AB. served in HMS 
Faulknor 1943 45 Member of HMS Fauiknor 
Association Sept 14 

Lt Cdr H. I. Price RNR Ships HMS 
Garth. Rami ikes, minesweepers. Southend 
on Sea RNXS umt Sept 24. aged 94 

Bill Burrage member ol HMS 
Cumberland Association Sept 29 Aged 83 
Ken Bunting member of HMS 
Cumberland Association Sept 

E. (Ernie) Everrttt ex AB. HMY Bntannia 
1954 56 Member of Association of Royal 
Yachstmen 

M. (Holly) Holllngdale ex LSTD. HMY 
Bntannia 1971-74 Member of Association of 
Royal Yachtsmen 

F. (Rip) Kirby RVM. ex-CPOfL) 1965 81 
Member of Association ot Royal Yachtsmen 

R. (Dick) Wylie ox-L/Tel-. HMY Bntannia 
1956 59 Member of Assoctabon ol Royal 
Yachtsmen 

W. (Welly) LoveII-Forraster. ex LS. HMY 
Vctona and Atoert 1943-46 

Edward (Ted) Sr oka ex PO Pok&h Navy 
Served under White Ensign 1940-45 
Survivor Grom. Orkan and P»orun Chairman 
Poksh Navy Club. Plymouth, and While 
Eagle Club. Plymouth 


Sid Beleon member of Kent Asaooafion 

Oct 

Frank Laooe. ex-CMEA(P) submanner, 
served 1949 73 Ships EaQle. Turpin. 
Ambush. Walrus Oct 1. aged 65 

Albert Betmer served 1936 46 Sh^is 
included Adventure. Juno Oct 2. aged 80 
Tom McFartane ex Yeo Joined 1937 
Ships Sussex. Fencer (Arctic convoys) 
Sept 19 

Harry Sharpies served 1938-45 Ships 
mine sw eepers, cable layer. Frobisher D Day 
veteran Sept 25. aged 78 

Robert (Bob) Swift, ex submariner, 
served 1940 46 St*ps Prmca of Wales 
Tndent (North Russia). Tantivy. Thrasher 
Founder member and former officer of 
Central Lancs branch of SOCA Aged 61 
George Hughee served in Coastal 
Forces 1941 46 vto in Suez Chws 1956 
Sept 28. aged 75 

Bill (Jock) Brown ex ABi gunner 
Served m destroyers including Hostile (Battle 
of Narvik) June 18 aged 76. 

Peter Neat or ex EM. served 1963 74 
Ships included Loch Kilksport. Victorious In 
Australia. Oct 9. aged 51 

Derek Robb ex-LST 8 Member ot LST 
Club 

Bob Starks. ex-LST 406 Members of 

LST Club 

George TWeedte ex-LST 301 Member 

of LST Club 

Charles McDowell ex-LST 3008 
Member of LST Club 

Bill Lewis PO(SEA). served 1929 45 
Ships included HMS Queen Elizabeth. 
Valiant. Loch Inch Russian convoys veteran 
Oct 10. aged 87 

Percival John Constable ex PO artisan 
Sussex RNVR 1939 46 Ships Ranpura (N 
Atlantic). Philocletes (Freetown) Member of 
Sussex Ex Chiefs and POsAssoosbon Aug 
9 aged 78. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Lt Cdr R. S. Casement Ships Belfast 
Edinburgh. Pnnce of Wales. Kenya. Raleigh 
Norfolk Abercrombie 

Lt Cdr (E) M. H. F. Cheytor Ships 
Liverpool INustnous. Loch Kilksport 

Lt Cdr J. D. Greene DSC Ships 
Orpheus. Ursula. Quebec II, Dido 
Onslaught. Penn. Forth. Neptune 

Lt Cdr A. E. Hardy MBE Ships 
President. Terror. Pembroke. Drake 

Capt J. W. Kelly OBE. DSC Stupa 
M.inp.*! Sparrow. St Angeto. HM submannes 
H28. Seaacoul. Truncheon. Talent. Ampfson 
Cdr (E) G. C. McLaren Ships 
Scarborough. Jupiter. Defiance. Coikngwood 
Rooke Soften 

Capt. (E) J. W. Mott LVO Ships 
Frobisher. Malaya. Jamaica. Exeter 
Bntannia. Daedalus Belgrade. Condor 
Lt Cdr (S) B. B Pankhuret Ships 
Daedalus. Tiger. Scorpion. Kuttabul 
Cochrane. Juno. Caledonia 

Surgeon Lt Cdr P. V Peatftold IDS 
Ships: President. Howe 
Lt R. O. Pook RNVR 
Lt (MS) R W Rickard, served in 
Co f^wood RNH Haslar 

Lt S. D. G. Simmons RNVR Served m 
Terror end W Africa 

Lt (E) T. H. Sutton SNps Protector. 
Keppel. Ganges. CoH.ngwood 

Lt J. F. Thorne SNps Fulmar. Seahawk. 


HMS Monmouth. BFPO 
338. drafted HMS Neptune March 16 WiH 
consider any Plymouth or Portsmouti draft. 

OM(C)1 J. i. Robson 6G3 Mess HMS 
INustnous. BFPO 305. wiH swop for any 
Portsmouth Type 23 

WAEM Scott. HMS lluatnous. BFPO 305 
(ext 266). will swop for any front kne 


Birmingham. Wild Gooee 

Stanley Hawney. ex-Sto. served 1943 
46 Member of HMS Pique Association Aged 

73. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
John Barrie Hemmlnge Brecon Ex- 
MAA. served 1952 78 Ships Ocean. 
Newfoundland. Wrangler. Devonshire. 
Chichester. Gloucester Sept 5. 

Sid M ed lan ds welfare officer Bames. 
Mortlake & Richmond Last ship HMS 
Chaplet 1974-77 Aug 26. aged 71. 

Jack Gibbons Atherton 
Erie Reed man West Lothian Ex-L/Sto. 
member of LCT Association Aug . aged 77 
Dennis Edwards, committee member 
Paddock Wood Ex-WTR. served m Far East 
WWII 

Henry Patrick Pootoy Stocup. ex sub 
manner served 1942 46 Ships Deveron. 
Virulent. Tnbune Sept 1. aged 73 

Ken Dechue. founder member and past 
president Exeter Member of Landrng Craft 
AssocatKxi Aoed 76. 

Frank Harry Garrett. Nuneaton Ex- 
USBA. served 1939 47. Served at RNH 
Haslar. HMHS Maine. HMS Cheviot Sept 
11. aged 76 

W. Driscoll. Thurrock Ships mduded 
HMS King George V 

W. Hollands Thurrock SNps mduded as 
Orsova 

G Wheeler Thurrock Ships mduded 
HMS Atherstone 

W. Herrington Thurrock SNps mduded 
HMS Nigeria 



J. Fee ken II Thurrock 
J. Jones Thurrock Ex-RN Patrol 
Service 

R. H. W. (Ron) Cooke. Ipswich Ex- 
Bandmasler RM. served 1931 43 SNps 
Eagle. Gloucester Aged 82 

John Davies life member Johannesburg 
Aug 30 

Peter Slbbeld Scarborough. Ex-PO 
radto operator WWII July 30. aged 77. 

Harold Da via Scarborough Ex LS FAA. 
served 1958 70 Sept 5. aged 56 

J. E. (John) Wlbrln DSM and Bar. 
Swindon tx-CPO motor mechanic, served 
1939 46 in Coastal Forces - MTBs 10. 11. 
107 and 110 Sept 21. aged 76 
Joe Yates. Atherton 

A. J. (John) Vincent. Swindon Ex-PO 
Over 1 served 1927-52 Sh^s Gnat. Adi 
Royal. Argus Sept 2!. aged 87 

C. O. (Joe) Summers Margate SNps 
Pembroke. Medway. Pelican. Uganda. LST 
3041 

Peter Dickson Kendal Ships included 
BeHast (D-Day). Oct 5. aged 75. 

Doug WHeon founder member and Me 
member Wigs ton & Ostnd Sept 18 

Francis Arthur Tumsr Nuneaton Ex- 
LSto served 1941-46 Ships mduded 
BYMS 2026. 2046 and MMS 189 Sept 30. 
aged 77 

Edwin (Eddie) Caeey ute vice president 
Uxbndge Ex FAA served 1944 46 SNps 
mduded HMS Indomitable 


/■ 


Appeal for portrait 
of engineer admiral 


Lt Cdr K. Williams Ships Victory. 


AN APPEAL has been 
launched to raise funds for a 
portrait of the most success¬ 
ful RN marine engineer offi¬ 
cer of modern times, Admiral 
Sir William Pillar. 

Admiral Pillar (right), who 
served for 43 years from 
1942, is regarded as an inspi¬ 
ration to a whole generation 
of Naval officers and instilled 
a belief that there was no rea¬ 
son for engineers not to 
attain the highest ranks in 
the Service. He served as 
Lieutenant-Governor of Jers¬ 
ey from 1985-90. 

The appeal is beina led by 
Commodore John Clayden, 
Commodore of HMS Sultan, 
the RN Engineering School. 
Theo Ramos, a painter of 
Royalty, will execute the work. 



Donations should b# mads payabi# 
to HMS Sultan Wardroom Maas Fund, 
mark ad on tha ravarsa Pillar Portrait 

K . and sant to tha Appaal. c o 
•r of Training, Napiar Block, 
HMS Sultan. Goaport, Hants. P012 
3BY. 
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Options 




Accommodation 





ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 

pfic&cut ftrr-Y ^fT«yn ^ 444^4 

'HatMf **ut 7PC*%lH6& 

Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bars and Restaurant i 

All st attractive prices. K 

Private functions catered for by professionals y 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family membership now available 

Royal Sailors' Home Club, Queen Street Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496 

i HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME HI ! r 


The Vienna Group 

Special Winter Warmers In 
London and Oxford 


/ + 

V I I N M A 


Soy in any one of Vienna's 3* hotels in London and Oxford during December 1998. 
January and February 1999. and take advantage of the special Navy News rates 
which start from Just £32-50 per person per nt. inclusive of continental buffet 
breakfast, service and VAT. sharing a twin or double room.** 

Cal Vienna's Central Reservations team on 
Tel: 0171 221 1400 Fax: 0171 229 3917 or 
Email: hotels@vienna-groupco.uk or website: www.vienna-group.co.uk 
••subject to availatxlrty 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 



PLYMOUTH 

HOEGATE HOrsK 


ti 


IRmHmkl 

latance to c*y contra, but, 1 
m at Nah standard w*h thommn 
, nr, HIC, tm co*m tacMm, CH 
| Cl 4 PPPM atandvd doubt* or CIS wMi 1 
SAE for Brochure. T«l: 01752 661033 


Hoega!* Th* Hoe 
Prxxr PU 2JS 


Rooms to fill? 
Why not advertise 
in Navy News 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Frtmdy tarrufy run, 2 mins, from $oa and 
m m . Closs to torriuu, Naval 
base, shops, ale Own Kays. Sateftte TV 
all rooms, no radrtotons. BAB Holiday or 
short stay Ample private car parking 

(01708) 731043 


A MOTEL 


RAC 

* 


AA PLYMOUTH HOE 

* Lockyer St, PL1 200 
Telephone: (01792) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV, Radio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone afl rooms. Most on suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount All Credit Cards 
accepted. 

Brochure A or Booking contact: 

LL Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

“A Personal Service Comfortable HoteT 


5SSS&" ■ Iiiimwr 


lei: M3H3 41W77 
Fax: 013X3411728 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea P01 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms ♦ full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


COMMENOED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS 9 
•WC, TEA COFFEE, CTV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS' 
•ENSUfTE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS * 
•13TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS. PQ4 PNG 



SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 


Special rales for MOD Personnel 
from £20pp 00 BAB 

Seafront Hotel. 45 bedrooms all 
en-suite 

Close to shops. Dockyard. Naval Base 

Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parties our speciality 
Osbourne Rond, Southsea, Hants. 
Tel: (81705) 826969 

w 


RAC 
* it 


AA 

it it 


>()RTSMOlT| 
LADY J 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins ♦ 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coflee facilities, free house 

C Tel: 01705 870505 J 


r AUSTIN HOTEL 


3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 


Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modern 

Colour TV in aH rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 
Discount allowed lor Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17. SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 


ft for mil terrier penommel and 

J%#kf ' . 


Family £22 


n la fall emsmde doable or 


a 4 CTV 


* Colour TV. ioJctdltt facilities 
a (tames 

a 


FriOTdty Run Guest Hsa. Close To Tho Beach/Seafront Amenities. AJ1 Rooms Hava Cd 
Htg. MAC. Sky TV. Free Tea/Coffee Maldng. Your Own Kays. Parking On Premises. 
Chiklren/WeH Behaved Pets Welcome Endorsed By Berkefy Guide W» Aim To Hake 
Your Say A Happy One. 

Tel:- 01705 829432 Guests Telephone:- 81785 799871 
49 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA e-mail:-edemoortng.sofrnet.co.uk 


GUEST HOUSE 


SPECIAL RATES FOR 
NAVY NEWS READERS 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR fcHARfeE fOR 

Charge I WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER.£70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS .£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season).£10 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anSctpOi a lets arrival should Worm ttw managarant betor* 2pm 
CMdren 12 yeas or oxter - HALF PRICE tf sieepng in the same room as aAAs 
BOOKINGS ARE SATLTOAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURBJG MAY - OCTOBER 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

A mull, fnendly. family run Guest House 
offering BAB (overnight or weekly rales). 
Close to Naval base, station, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV. lea/coffce 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms 
en-unte Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (Joe) Krskine 
TH / Fas Portsmouth (81785) 823924 


Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 Tier Strut. "Hfert Mot 

(mmSZm.) 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £14-£I8.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
\ CTV. Tca/Coffee making. / 
# X Some En-suite. Parking, / % 


PLYMOUTH 


MOUNTBATTEN 

mmw 

TH: 81752 563843 Fax: 81752 606814 
Royal Fieri Club A Naval Base 
within walking distance 
• AU Rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee 
A Phones. Mainly En Susie. 

• Free Parking • Bar 
• Credit Cards Accepted 
52. Ejunouth Road. Stoke, Plymouth. PL I 4QH 


Plymouth Hoe 


Small friendly Gu 
overlooking the Hoe i 
All rooms CTV, Tea Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensulte. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 tingle. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

50 Pier Ho^TbJUUuTpU SBT 


Canterbury BeU\ 
Guest House 



29 St Simons K.wd, 
Southsea, Portsmouth 

Modem. Comfortable En-Suite 
accommodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV. TeaATofTee making 
facilities & art centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Flats are 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 

Pbone/Fai Catrkma Randall on 
v (81785) 351277 J 



H addington H ouse - Plymouth 

Elegant Victorian G/F Holiday FlaL S/C with 
off roadtmkmg 

Cloae u» iXx kyanVTorpotnUCity Centre 
Up to 4 peoom from £110 per week 

( anted: Adrian A Amanda Rudd 
Flat 2. 40 Haddington Road. Stake. 
Plymouth PI J 1RR 


Telephone: 01752 707750 


The Dorcliffe 

Ltcenaed Gueat Houae 
42 Wsverley Road. Southaea. P05 2PP 

Comfortable, triendfr. Licensed Gueat 
Houae tdeaky situated. BB& EM varied 
menu. Al rooms colour TV. tea/ooffee 
tacMttee. En suites available Dogs 
welcome Spwm * weekly rates. 

Tel: 01705 828283 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

82 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and fnerxSy run Guest House. deaiy 
situated tor the Naval Base/shopping 
centres/Contmental Ferry Rortfteaches efc 
Own keys, no restriction s , colour T V. in al 
rooms 4 C.H. Hotday or short breaks. 
JUNE 8 TERRY (01705) 832440 


1 CLUB 

(THE SERVICES CLUB 
U IN LONDON 

Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single, Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV. 
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, Laundrette, Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members of Allied 
and NATO Forces. 
Officers welcome. 

All modem facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sanded Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 0171-928 4814 
Fax: 0171-620 0565 


Qarden 

Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

greaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 



★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant A 

Clarence Road 

n Southsea 
POS 2I.Q 
Tel: 01705 833018 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(eject. VAT) 

as effective front 1st April VS 

DISPLAY 


Full Page . 

.£2,100 

Half Page. 

.£1,160 

Quarter Page . 

.£655 

S.c.c. 

.£13 

CLASSIFIED 


Lineage. 

85p per word 

- TVade minimum. 

_30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum . 


Penfriends see page 14 


Box number. 

.£3 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details j 

available on request. 


Tel: 01705 724226 *»<*■«*#* 



• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 


FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information & reservations contact us at 
63-79 SEYMOUR STREET LONDON W2 2HF 

Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496 
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Motoring 



Sparkling finish or 
Car of the Year 

ROADTEST by Glynn Williams 


you see so many new cars, so many new variations of slightly older 

BIS, 


W hen 

models, you can be excused for wondering how a panel of judges can 
decide that one - this year the Alfa Romeo 156 - can be European Car of 
the Year. 

But see it, touch it, drive it. 
Then you’ll understand. 

It’s curvy yet incisive, rakish, 
racy - the front number plate 
has to be offset to the nearside 
because of the styling of this 
wedge-shaped exotica which is 
in the same price bracket as 
the upper-crust Ford 
Mondcos. 

Its configuration is as a 
roomy saloon, but its lines 
have the coupe cut, enhanced 
by cunningly concealed - yet 
perfectly ergonomic - handles 
for the rear doors. 

The model tested was the 2- 
litrc Twin Spark, with silky 
smooth four cylinder in-line - 
not a boxer as in times past - 
16-valve engine with balancer 
shafts, which starts with an on- 
the-road price of £20,173 
including such features as air 
conditioning and anti-lock 
brakes. 

But this wasn’t the basic 
model, this was a dream 
machine with sports pack giv¬ 
ing 16-inch light alloy wheels, 
lowered and stiffened suspen¬ 
sion, painted side skirts, 
Recaro cloth seats, Momo 
leather steering wheel and car¬ 
bon fibre-effect console. 

And then there was the 
paintwork, in fact the 
dearest option at nearly 
£1,000 - pearlescent 

Nuvola Blue, a striking 
pale blue of astonishing 
mirror finish which 
appears like a white gold 
as the light refracts at 
different angles. 

Even without the specialist 
paint job this Alfa would have 
Keen a crowd-puller in the car 
park, but with it was like jam 
drawing wasps. 

C ars have to be more 
than pretty to win 
awards, and the 156 
is a comprehensive piece of 
engineering, high on safety 
with details like the optional 
front passenger airbag being 
capable of de-activation and 
three-point seatbelts for all 
five scats. 

Also crucial to safety as well 
as enjoyment of the car is the 
excellent suspension which 
soaks up the bumps and pot¬ 
holes, with p°sitivc power 
steering needing just 2.2 turns 
lock to lock, completing this 
package of a neat mover. 



Mini 

□ 

Rover 200 

□ 

Range Rover 

□ 

MG 

□ 

Rover 400 

□ 

Discovery 

□ 

Finance Info 

□ 

Rover 600 

□ 

Freelander 

□ 

Tax Paid 

□ 

Rover 800 

□ 

Defender 

□ 

To: Park Lane Military Sales, 77 Park Lane. Freepost 

16 Lon 14112 W1E3AN 

Title/Rank. 


.Initials. 

.Surname 


Address. 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Town/Country 

Tel No. 



.Postcode. 



.Work No. 




Model Required.Part Exchange.. 


A.A.F &. K.A.C. 

WEIFAR 

E 

GARAGE 

1 i m i • e 

d 

Medan** Repairs & Serving 
Computertsod Oognost Tmng etc. 
MOT’S arranged All accident 

§ 

damage repairs undertaken 


RNB Nelson • Oueen St • Por 
Tel 01705 82480? Ooc Ei 

Mobile 0411 217380 

tsmouth 

24236 





if it’s PEUGEOT 

then it's got to he 

RANGERS 


• Dream machine: The Alfa Romeo 156 - curvy, rakish, racy. 

With two adults and 20kg 
load its official performance 
figures arc 0-60 in well under 
nine seconds and a top speed 
of 134mph, and yet average 
fuel economy around 33mpg 
and despite - or rather because 
of - its sophistication the ser¬ 
vice intervals are at 12.000 
miles. 

Even without the extras, the 
2.0 Twin Spark - so called 
because it uses twin spark igni¬ 
tion in each cylinder for 
greater efficiency - is very well 
equipped with electric win¬ 
dows front and rear, heated 
electric mirrors, height- 
adjustable driver’s seat and 
steering wheel, and a rear arm¬ 
rest with ski tunnel. 

And to keep it to yourself, it 
naturally has an alarm and 
immobiliser. 


/ UNBEATABLE \ 
DEALS for 
HMF'S serving , 
in the UK & 


OVERSEAS 



.4 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Alfa Romeo 156 2.0 
Twin Spark 

LIST PRICE: £20,173 (standard 
specification) 

ENGINE: Four cylinder (In line) 
2-litre 16-valve producing 
155bhp 

TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 
manual 

PERFORMANCE (half laden): 
0-62mph - 8.8 secs; top speed 
- 134mph 

ECONOMY: Combined cycle - 
33.2m pg 


For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT I 

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how lo 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
( olin ( lubley on UK 01980 653434 write: 
Rangers TMS ltd, FREEPOST. Bullord Rd. Durrington SP4 HBR 


RANGERS 



MILITARY SALES ^■PEUGEOT 


r COR! I'LL 
HAVE A BIT 
OF THAT! * 


Exclusive Low Cost 
Motor Insurance 


Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for H.M.Forces 
Immediate cover and monthly payment schemes. 

Speak directly to the professionals. 

Open 365 days a year. 

8am-10pm weekdays, 9am-9pm weekends. 

Hll 0800 068 0279 

www.forcssdiract.cauk 


MOTOR WITH CHOICE OF INSURANCE OPTIONS 

FREE .MILITARY KIT. PERSONAL ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER INSURANCE 
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new look 


fop Aggie's 


F eeling her age 

a bit, looking for 
a new image, 
Aggie’s decided 
to go for a 
makeover. 

Even her official title, * Royal 
Sailors' Rests' is well past its 
scll-by date: “I get inquiries 
from geriatricians, thinking 
we're an old people's home, 
says Director Jonathan Martin. 

“In her heyday, around the turn 
of the century, our founder Aggie 
Weston was ahead of her times. 
She set up credit unions and cam¬ 
paigned in Parliament to build up 
support for Naval families. 

“And she was hugely successful. 
But many of the needs she 
addressed have now gone - thanks 
in large part to her - and we no 
longer have the key role we had 
then, when there wasn’t a families 
services organisation or an estab¬ 
lished Naval Chaplaincy - or the 
communications techniques we 
have now. 

“But we still have considerable 
resources - and we must learn to 
target them in a way that remains 
relevant. Naval families, in particu¬ 
lar, value an organisation where 
the staff understand their culture 
but arc not formally part of it. 

“We can provide a pres¬ 
sure release valve - that's a 
real strong point, one we 
almost underplay. For 
instance, in the last week of 
July this year we had over 
1,500 people using our facil¬ 
ities or involved in our vari¬ 
ous sports and recreational 
expeditions. 

“But we have a problem with 
hanging on to our past. Some of 
our centres arc spot on in terms of 
the service they deliver, with a 
whole range of up-to-date activi¬ 
ties - car mechanics, aerobics, 
Internet facilities. 

“Yet others arc furbished in a 
way that suggests we are out of 
touch. Overall, we are seen to be 
slightly ageist and behind the times 
and we need to deal with that. 
We’re looked upon as the 'Great 
Aunt’ rather than as the ‘Mother’ 
of the Navy we were in years gone 

by." 

The Navy had itself latch recog¬ 
nised the need for confidential 
links operating outside the 
Divisional System - as with its new, 
24-hour Supportlinc telephone 
advice service. 

“Aggie Weston went out of her 
way to provide an independent 
service of the same kind, within the 
limits of her times - and our peo¬ 



ple today have the same vision. But 
wc need to equip them with better 
resources, matched to modern 
standards and expectations. 

“Wc can fill some of the gaps 
that remain in the system. Dent 
can still be a difficulty with Navy 
people - it was a big problem in 
Aggie's day and was one of her 
prime concerns. So the provision 
of a financial advice service might 
be useful. We’re looking at that in 
detail. The Navy already offers one 
- but, once again, some people 
might prefer to consult an outside 
agency." 

T he Royal Sailors’ Rests 
gets its own money 
from four sources. 
There arc investments 
which pay for the 
salaries of its employees; grants 
from King George's Fund for 
Sailors; donations from a raft of 
faithful supporters, some 6,000 
strong; and income from accom¬ 
modation and food. 

“Their generosity is overwhelm¬ 
ing. We made an appeal recently to 
improve the playgroup facilities on 
the Rowncr estate at Gosport - 


and one lady promptly offered to 
fund the whole thing with a cheque 
for £2,200. 

“Just as welcome are the letters 
we get from people on small 
incomes who send in pound coins 
Sellotaped to the page. 

“Most of this sort of support 
comes from women - so I am in no 
doubt that the spirit of Aggie 
Weston’s motherly concern for the 
Navy's people lives on. Ifs up to us 
to make sure we put it to good use. 

“Wc may need a new look, a new 
image, a new logo. A new name, 
too? I don’t know - I think wc may 
hang on to Aggie’s*. It’s the name 
the Navy knows us by - and it’s a 
good one. 

“It’s a powerful, resonant name. 
It sums up the drive and gritty real¬ 
ism of a personality whose legacy 
of care for all who ‘go down to the 
sea in ships' has informed all the 
present RN welfare services that 
nave followed her example. We 
still need our Aggies.” 

□ Charges for overnight acco¬ 
modation in Royal Sailors’ Rests 
arc around £8 for a single person, 
£22 for families. Tel 01705 2960% 
for details. 



We still need our Aggies: RSR Playgroup leader Kath Smith with Mtssioner-in-charge Alan Brewer 

' garden at the Gosport Rownar estate centre. 


and other users of the madeover t 


IF IT'S 

A NEW 

OR 

A USED CAR, 

~~ 


Our special Tax Free new car discounts on 
a wide range of makes, are also available 
on many models for Tax Paid UK use, 
giving exceptional savings. 

All entitled personnel need to do is order 
a cor whilst abrood (UK based uniformed personnel 
also (or Peugeot) and your car will meet you on your 
return home! 

Of cpyrse, you will also receive the renownecL 
NATOCARS' service and everything 
is conducted easily by phone, (ok or post. Al is 

)Guide- 
r rate 




The same service is available for our 
Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme 

la nielfie § %wUL . 

logrmcr wim rnese DvDcnrs* 


*ATq 


cars 




IT'S 

NATOCARS 



7 warranty 

/reawwy/home breakdown insurance 
I Vehicle Insurance writeoff check 
> Aedc 

12 months MOT if applicable 
Service histories 

I your next car. Tax Free, Tax Paid or 
‘ 1 be an enjoyable, hassle-free 
experience and with over 34 years of 
delivering total satisfaction, Natocars know 
how to make it just that. WE GUARANTEE ITl 


Can yOU afford not to buy from Natocars? 

m 


NATOCARS 


4 — WTWITfM 1 


Natocars lid • Wylds Rood • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4BH 
r: 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 • Email: salesOnatocars.co.uk 
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Save up t< 

Navy News readers can benefit 
from special membership rates. 

D £21 

0800 581 077 

Rac 

Please quote reference GE0008/NV0001 

Offer also available to existing 

RAC Members - call 0990 722 722 

The oAv cemot be ueed n conMic&on w*h viy otter RAC ote 
Oscounts arty apply to certaai service levels. 

Price* ndube ineirance Prwnur Tax M the standard re* on VAT 
exempt reuranoe and Joining lie t appAcabte. 

Al dattAi coned af tte tome of pubfccebon 

FvJ mentxnhQ dMfe n RAC Tenra Of MemtoenttAp 
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Fleet take 
football title 
with a late, 
late strike 

FLEET struck at the death 
to take this year’s Inter- 
Command football champi¬ 
onships, writes Lt Cdr Jim 
Danks. 

The final, against the Royal 
Marines, saw both defence s on 
top - until the 88th minute, 
when Cpi Phil Simister could- 
n’t hold a free kick by LPT 
Steve O'Neil (HMS Glasgow) 
and POPT Nick Haigh tucked 
the ball away from dose range. 

Fleet's 1-0 victory avenged 
their defeat by the Royals in 
the 1995 final. 

In the women's competition, 
organisers were pleased to see 
three Commands represented. 

Portsmouth drew 2-2 in the 
decider against Fleet/Air/ 
Scotland, but won the competi¬ 
tion on goal difference. 

Both teams produced a 
good standard of play which 
promises w ell this season. 
Forthcoming fixtures: 

Men: 

Nov. 5. RN v English Fire Service 
(HMS Drake. 1930), Nov. 10. RN 
v Metropolitan Police 
( Portsmouth. 1930): Nov. 18. RN 
v Amateur Football Alliance 
( Beckenham, 1400): Nov. 24. RN 

v Army (Aldershot. 1930). 

«»«- - - - 

women. 

Nov. 4. RN v Sherborne Ladies 
(Yeovitton): Nov. 26. RN v 
Gosport Ladies (Portsmouth). 


In brief 


Warning to 
wall-climbers 

SERVICE people who take 
part in the popular sport of 
wall-climbing are being warned 
to take out insurance cover and 
to take all safety precautions. 

The Ministry of Defence 
says it is not liable for an acci¬ 
dent during an off-duty activi¬ 
ty, and personal premiums can¬ 
not be paid out of public funds. 

MOD'S training policy 
department points out that 
safety is “of paramount impor¬ 
tance" and that supervisors 
and instructors must ensure 
there is compliance with stand- 
ins orders and instructions that 
all units with a climbing wall 
must draw up and display. 

More details are contained 
in DQ JS 116/98. 

Golfers stymied 

A NAVY team participated in 
the annual Cornish Piskcy invi¬ 
tation golf event at Newquay. 

After a good initial win, the 
effects of the previous week's 
Inter-Services exertions told as 
they slipped up in Round Ttoo. 

the Plate competition for 
the Cornish Pastie was won by 
the Bogeymen team, whose 
members arc all cx-RN players. 

Cricket courses 


COURSES for cricket umpires 
and cricket scorers, leading to 
membership of the Association 
of Cricket Umpires and 
Scorers, will be held in HMS 
Sultan from 0800 on Feb 1 
until 1600 on Feb 3. 

Details from CCMEA 
Beard, Nuclear Training 
Group, Rutherford Block, 
HMS Sultan, tel. Sultan 2663. 

Judo dates 


THE RN individual and team 
judo championships will take 
place from November 26-27 at 
Tcmcraire, Portsmouth, 
thcr details from WO 


^arsons on Temeraire 
ion 25851. 


H-77 
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RN rallies to victory 



• Takeoff -the RN rally team takes to the air at the Millbrook 
' Bedfordshi 


proving ground in 1 


ire on their way to a class win. 

Pick 09 : Mar* Wntth Productions 


THE RN rally team at Devon- 
port has concluded a suc¬ 
cessful season by taking the 
national Ta rmac a dam c ha mpF 
ons tide In Group A5 class. 

The team campaigned their 
Devon port Engineering Con¬ 
sortium Ltd-backed Skoda 
Felicia in events from the 
Scottish Borders to Cornwall. 

Driven by POAC Taff 
Hopkins (Capt F1/F2 RLO) 
and navigated by LWWTR 
Tracey Gates (2SL/CNH), the 
team claimed three class wins 
and two third placings to 
secure the title. 

“We had four excellent 


results at the start of the year 
that realfy set us up for the 
class win,” said Taff. Their 
entry would not have been 
possible without the RN 
Motorsport Association and 
people who gave up their 
spare time to help wtth servic¬ 
ing on events. 

The team would like to 
upgrade to a more powerful 
car next year, and possibly go 
back to the forests. 

For more details on motor 
sport contact Taff on 
Plymouth (9375) 67563 or WO 
Trevor Owen on Yeovilton 
(93510) 6532. 


Hockey tourists play 


- and watch 


NAVY hockey players made sure they 
wasted no spare time on their Far East 
tour - by watching as much hockey as they 
could. 

The tour - the first by an RN side for a 
decade - coincided with the Commonwealth 
games in Malaysia, and Navy men were promi¬ 
nent in the crowd during home nations matches. 

On the field the tourists, backed by the 
Sailors Fund, Fleet Amenities Fund and 
RN/RM Sports Lottery, lost only two full games 
in seven before the highlight of the tour, the 
Sinrapore Cricket Club 6s. 

The team didn't hang about on arrival, play- 





• The balloon goes up - and with it the 
White Ensign, a ttached by team members 
at the Singapore 6s tournament 


ing - and winning - their first match on the 
afternoon that their Malaysian Airlines flight 
touched down in Kuala Lumpur. 

The following day was spent shopping and 
sightseeing, and cheering England on in their 2- 
2 draw with the hosts in the games. 

Their second match brought the only defeat 
in Malaysia, 5-3 to a Club Aman side which 
fielded several players with international caps. 

Wins against the Malaysian Masters (3-1) and 
Royal Malaysian Navy (4-2) completed the first 
week, and the squad managed to see the 
C ommonwealth Games hockey finals (including 
England taking the bronze medal with a 5-3 win 
over India) before transferring to Singapore. 

TWo more victories were followed by a scratch 
game with the RN XI losing 2-1 - but the defeat 
did not dent morale, as the RN A-team. bol¬ 
stered by Welsh international Owen Griffiths 
Jones, won all four matches on the first day of 
the prestigious 6s competition, including a 2-0 
win over a team of Swiss internationals. 

The B-team Exiles struggled in a strong 
group, losing two and drawing two. 

The following day saw the A-team narrowly 
lose their final game, hut qualify for the main 
knock-out cup competition. 

Sadly both RN teams lost early on, the Exiles 
going out after extra tin~ •" their first game and 



• Cooling down - CPOAEA Scotty Mitchell 
(RNAS Portland), the Man of the Tour. 


the A-team losing to a team of Malaysian inter¬ 
nationals, four of them who had travelled from 
the Commonwealth Games. 

But with the strength of the sides, many field¬ 
ing all international teams, the tourists felt they 
had more than done themselves justice. 

Lt Cdr Guy Dale-Smith was top scorer, and 


CPOAEA Scotty Mitchell was Man of the Tbur. 


Reservists at home on the range 


MEMBERS of the RNR took a generous 
helping of the prizes at the ninth 
R ese r ve Forces Association 
International Skill at Arms Meeting at 
Pirbright 

In their first competitive year Lt Cdr 
Rex Thombocough (Cambridge URNU), 
Lt Eugene Morgan (HMS President), PO 
Colin Rickard (HMS President) and LS 
Nigel Raddle (HMS Sherwood) 


seated the RNR against competitors 
from eight NATO countries, the RMR, TA 
and Royal Auxiliary Air Force. 

Key results were: Ind Whitehead SA80: 

1st. LS Raddie; 3rd. Lt Cdr Thornborough; 
Moving Target: 2nd. PO Rickard; F1BUA 
match: 2nd. LS Raddie; 3rd. PO Rickard; 
F1BUA team: 1st. RNR; Snipar match: 1st 
PO Rickard; Champion at Arms: 1st, LS 
Raddie; 3rd. PO Rickard. 


Road men 
register 
good times 

NAVY athletes have posted 
some good times in roaa races, 
writes Lt Cdr Bob Chapman. 

In the last of the Yeovil 5km 
races, Paul Levick came third in 
the excellent time of 15m 22s, 
while another Heron athlete, vet¬ 
eran Bob Chapman, finished 15th 
(and second veteran) in 16m 36s. 

Four days later Paul Lcvick con¬ 
tinued his good form by easily win¬ 
ning the multi-terrain Ash Excellent 
8 miles in a record 47m 14s. 

Another Navy veteran, John 
Rye, also showed superb form by 
finishing second in the Brixham 
10km in the very good time for the 
undulating course of 32m 42s. 

Meanwhile George Roper, run¬ 
ning for Bristol AC in the Midland 
Road Relay, returned to form by 
running a fine leg in 18m 17s, mov¬ 
ing his dub up to fifth place. 

Navy runners dominated the 
windy Ilchestcr 8-milcr. Paul 
Levick took charge early on when 
he and Heron colleague George 
Roper broke away after two miles. 

Paul tried to surge away when 
he found the wind in his favour but 
was unable to shake off George, 
who tracked him until the last 
200m when he sprinted past to win 
in 43m 02s, with Paul just behind. 

Final anguish 
as Navy lose 
to Students 

THE NAVY lost to a strong 
British Students side in the final of 
the Scottish Courage Public 
Servants Rugby League Cup. 

The Students, just back from an 
outstanding tour of Australia, beat 
the Army on the way to the final, 
at Cougar Park, Keighley, so the 
Navy knew they had a match on 
their hands. 

And so it proved, with the 
Students going straight on to the 
offensive, scoring a penalty and a 
try in the first ten minutes. 

Navy forays promised to put the 
RN on the scoreboard, but lost 
possession meant the Students 
kept piling on the points, making 
the half-time score 24-0. 

More scores early in the second 
half put the Navy 36-0 down 
before their first “try" was disal¬ 
lowed - and to add insult to injury, 
the Students scored a drop-goal 
from the resulting break. 

With less than 15 minutes to go 
Vaughan Cohen roused the crowd 
with an unconverted try, but a final 
onslaught by the Students brought 
the final score to 43-4 and run¬ 
ners-up honours to the Navy - a 
creditable achievement in their 
first full season of rugby league. 


Navy fires warning shot 



• Warming up - Lt Guy Norris. 


ROYAL Navy golfers per¬ 
formed with enormous spirit in 
the most exciting Intcr- 
Services championships seen in 
recent years, writes Cdr Gary 
Skinns. 

The RAF hosted the event at 
Saunton, and this excellent tradi¬ 
tional links course once again 
proved to be a stem test for the 
players. The RAF strength in 
depth was the key factor to their 
retaining the title, but not before 
they were given severe shocks by 
both the other two teams in a 
closely-fought contest. 

Hopes were high when the RN 
took the first day morning four¬ 
somes 3-1 against the Army - wins 
by WEM(R) Alistair Wcstbury 
(HOBF Gibraltar)/MA Scott 
Gilbert (CTCRM), Li Guy Norris 
(810 NASVU Cdr Darryl White¬ 
head (HMS Invincible) and CPO 
Eddie Comcrford (HMS Cale- 
doniaVCdr Ian Yuill (AFPAA HO). 

Current Naw champion Norm 
got the eight afternoon singles off 
to a flying start with a 6 and 5 vic¬ 
tory over the Army champion. 


closely followed by a win from 
Gilbert and a halved match from 
Cpi Chris Graham (RMR Bristol). 

With just one point required 
from the other five matches, the 
Navy faltered, and everything rest¬ 
ed on the seventh match, with 
Wcstbury one up at the final tec. 

The experienced Army man 
played the hole in copybook style 
and with half a point each the 
tense match ended 6-6. 

The second day saw the 
RAF beef the Army in a 
thrilling encounter, deckled 
on the final green, leaving 
the Navy seeking a final- 
day win to take the title. 

The Navy lost the foursomes 3- 
1, with only Wcstbury and Gilbert 
wa rning , but there was a good start 
in the singles, with Norris halving 
his champions match, and Gilbert 
notching a 3 and 2 win - the sccood 
year running that the talented 
Gilbert has achieved 100 per cent. 

Westbury struggled to four down 
after ten, but won the next four 
holes. He lost the 15th to a birdie. 


and the pair then parred home for 
a narrow RAF win. 

The Navy then pulled out all the 
stops, with team captain Yuill, 
Graham and Whitehead all win¬ 
ning to leave the Navy needing one 
point from the last two matches. 

Anchor man C/Sgt Bill Parker 
(847NAS) was not on top form and 
lost at the 16th, leaving the stage 
to Inter-Services debutant CPO 
Bill Sinclair (HMS Neptune). 

Against tnc RAFs best wd 
most experienced golfer the gritty 
Scot made early inroads, but an 
eagle and a par pulled the RAF 
player level on the 16th green. 

Sinclair shot a cast-iron par at 
the 17th, but an RAF birdie guar¬ 
anteed the airmen the half-point 
they required for the title - then 
they made sure with a win on the 
final hole to finish a point dear. 

The overriding factor recog¬ 
nised by the other Services is that 
Navy golf is now a force to be reck¬ 
oned with, and, given recent 
improvements, the Inter-Services 
title is dose to being in RN posses¬ 
sion for the first time in more years 
than anyone cares to remember. 


Submariners 
tackle London 
triathlon relay 

MEMBERS of the Port crew of 
HMS Victorious teamed up for 
the London Triathlon. 

Three teams of three finished in 
the top half of the results in the 
Corporate Relay section of the 
event, with placings of 38th, 50th 
and 79th out of 192 teams. 

One member swims 1.500m 
then hands over a timing chip to a 
cyclist, who races 40km before the 
final team member runs 10km 

The nine were sponsored by 
businessman Angus MacNeU, of 
Gareloch Support Services, who 
contributed to the hire of wetsuits 
and entry fees. 

They also raised £260 for the 
Bannockburn Group, a riding 
school for the disabled at Stirling. 

The partiripants were Cdr 
David Phillips (Commanding 
Officer Port), Lt Darren Garland, 
Lt Iain Bowkcr, CCMEA Stuart 
Leach, CPOMEA Baz Cox, 
CPOMEA Stu Cullen, CPOWEA 
Lindsay Thwaites. PO Des 
Johnson and OM Mo Morrison. 
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Combined 
Services 
clean up 
on tour 

ROYAL Navy and Royal 
Marines players helped 
the Combined Services 
cricket team demolish 
the opposition on a tour 
to Zimbabwe, writes Cdr 
Ray Holyer. 

The 19-strong party 
included Lt Cdr Piers Moore 
(RNSMS), S/Lt Peter Andrew 
(BRNC), AB Steve Miles 
(RAF St Mawgan), Mne Tim 
Burt (40 Cdo RM), Mne Andy 
Procter (HMS Fearless), 
Mne Shaun Needham (RM 
Poole) and umpire/scorer 
Cdr Ray Holyer (HQ DMTO). 

A warm-up against a 
Country Club Invitation XI 
gave Services a nine-wicket 
win and Goromonzi were the 
next victims, the tourists 
winning by five wickets. 

Stiffer opposition from 
Alexandra Cricket Club in 
Harare was also beaten as 
Services passed 215-9 with 
the loss of four wickets, and 
two more comfortable wins 
were achieved against 
Shamva and Enterprise. 

The sixth match saw 
the Service bat first for the 
first time, and a powerful 
130 in 87 balls by 
Needham, his first CS 
century, pushed Services 
to a massive 398 for 8 - 
189 runs too many for 
Harare South. 

The final match aaainst 
the Stragglers was billed as 
the most difficult, but with 
217 in hand the Services 
dismissed Stragglers for 94. 

Miles topped the bowling 
averages with 13 wickets at 
an average of 8.38, 
Needham scored 196 runs 
at an average of 49. and 
wicketkeeper Burt took six 
catches and six stumpings. 

The hectic tour of seven 
50-over matches in nine 
days, supported by the 
RN/RM Sports Lottery, 
RMCC, RNCC, US Ports¬ 
mouth, US Plymouth, area 
recreational and local unit 
funds, was followed by four 
days of relaxation, includ¬ 
ing bungee-jumping, white 
water rafting and safaris. 
Results: 

Country Club XI: 113 (Procter 
4-12. Miles 3-19) 

CS: 114-1 (Andrew 32') 

CS won by nine wickets 
Goromonzi: 267-9 
CS: 273-5 (Burt 47) 

CS won by five wickets 
Alexandra: 215-9 (Procter 2- 
25. Moore 2-35) 

CS: 216-4 (Needham 32. 
Andrew 27‘) 

CS won by six wickets 
Shamva: 154 (Miles 3-12, 
Moore 2-14) 

CS: 155-5 

CS won by five wickets 

Enterprise: 200 
CS: 204-3 

CS won by seven wickets 

CS: 398-8 (Burt 51, Needham 
130, Moore 44*) 

Harare South: 209 (Miles 2- 
20. Procter 2-44) 

CS won by 189 runs 
CS: 217 (Andrew 36) 
Stragglers: 94 (Miles 5-12, 
Procter 2-11) 

CS won by 123 runs 


Sport challenge 

THE ROYAL Navy and Royal 
Marines have launched 4 sports 
initiative as .« joint venture with 
Specdo. 

The Multi-Sport Challenge 
focuses on triathlon sports and 
aims to encourage the develop¬ 
ment of leadership skills and 
teamwork within schools across 
the country. 

A full report on the initiative 
will be carried in the next edition 
of Navy News. 


Sailors beaten in 
goodwill game 


RUGBY players from IIMS 
Beaver took on the might of 
Bolton Rugby C'lub during 
the ship s tmai official visit to 
her affiliated town. 

But the Bolton team, 
which plays in the local 
Lancashire league, proved 
too strong for the men from 
the Type 22 frigate. 

Played in ideal weather 
conditions, the sailors gave a 
good account of themselves, 
finally succumbing 27-7 to 


the civilian team. 

However, MEM Stuart 
Ben’ Kingsley was named 
Man of the Match for his 
enthusiasm and sporting 
prowess. 

The Dcvonport-based 
warship, which is due to be 
decommissioned next year, 
also put out golf and 
rounders teams, the latter 
taking on the Darcy' Levers 
team at the Dl. Cricket Club 
ground. 


• On the defensive - Beaver players (in quartered shirts, 
from left) MEM Michael Noble, CCMEA(ML) Billy ’ 
Connelly, CMEA(EL) Neil Crozier (tackling Bolton player) 
and CMEA(H) Colin Teague. 





Show heralds a year 



Daley (HMS Sultan) opens u/ 
on welterweight opponen 
LOM Mitch Mitchell (HMS 
Collingwood). 

• MEM Maxwell receives the 
Best Winner Award from 
Commodore John Clayden, 
Commodore HMS Sultan. 

Fearless 
fighters 
take title 

BOXERS from HMS Fearless 
won the Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand boxing championships 
in the gymnasium at HMS 
Nelson. 


A PROMISING year for Navy 
boxing opened in style with the 
HMS Sultan show. 

The first Ixmi saw MEM Braily 
Brailsford beat ME.M Bev Bcvan on 
a majority points decision after 
three gruelling rounds of non-stop 
action in the lightweight division. 

Next up were light welterweights 
AEM Danny Ingram and MEM 
Richie Sidaway. the fast hands and 
fo otw or k of lire latter causing the 
referee to step in during the third 
round. 

At this point the show, in front of 
more than NX) spectators at the new 
sports and recreation centre, 
became a match between HMS 
Collingwood and HMS Sultan. 

MEM Tony Daley’s relentless 
attacks took their toil on 
Collingwood welterweight oppo¬ 
nent LOM Mitch Mitchell, the 
home boxer winning on points, and 
Dales\ colleague at light mid 


dlcwcight. AEM Eddie Edwards, 
stopped his opponent OM Pat 
Hanton in the first round with a 
punishing attack 

Two middleweight contests also 
went to Sultan boxers; MEM Max 
Maxwell took the Best Winner 
award when he stopped PO Nick 
Carter in the second round, and 
AEM Adic Myers took less than 90 
seconds to nail WE A Trclh 
Trevcthan after the men had traded 
heavy punches. 

The first Collingwood 
success came when OM 
Jimmy Fargus stopped 
MEM Cuthbertson in the 
third round - the Sultan 
man had stepped in at 
short notice and suffered 
as his fitness faded. 

Bout of the night saw another 
Collingwood win in the heavyweight 
division, with EM EM Dcano 
Pallister’s rugged two-fisted attacks 
being repelled by OM Dave Ecclcs’ 
back-loot jabbing tactics; with both 
men fighting to exhaustion. Ecclcs 
won on points and took the Best 
Boxer trophy. 

Sultan/Portsmouth Command 
boxing coach POPT Q Shillingford 
said he was delighted with the box¬ 
ing. and is looking forward to a 
number of events before the New 
V.H 

Shillingford said two Sultan box¬ 
ers to watch arc MEM Grant Leary 
and AEM John () RcilK. both with 
experience in the ring before join¬ 
ing the Navy. 

The pair were awarded the 
I lampshirc and Isle of Wight coun¬ 
ty titles on walkovers, and now trav¬ 
el to Bristol for the Southern Area 
regional finals of the NABC cham¬ 
pionships. 

The last Navy boxer to win an 
NABC” national title was their 
coach. O Shillingford. who took the 
honours in 1986. 


of promise 


Germans 
win mind 
games 

GERMANY proved mas¬ 
ters of the chessboards 
at the ninth NATO chess 
championships, hosted 
by HMS Nelson. 

The six-strong German 
team - which included a 
Master and soon-to-be 
Grand Master - retained 
their title, but despite 
defeat organiser and RN 
champion Capt Laurie 
Brokenshire was pleased 
with the five-day event, in 
which he and two other RN 
players teamed up with two 
airmen and a Scots Guard. 

“It went swimmingly - 
everyone enjoyed them¬ 
selves and playing condi¬ 
tions were very good,’’ he 
said. 

The main event was a 
seven-round Swiss tourna¬ 
ment, with games lasting 
five hours or more, but 
there was also a display of 
hiah-speed chess. 

Teams played in civilian 
clothing to ensure there 
was no chance of lower 
ranks being put off by play¬ 
ing senior officers. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the RN Chess 
Association should ring 
Capt Brokenshire on 
Portsmouth Naval Base ext 
23929. 


League choice 
for RN runners 

THE RN Athletics Club wants 
to hear from hardy souls who 
relish the thought of a new 
cross-country season. 

The RNAC runs in two 
regional leagues, Hampshire 
and Westward, and welcomes 
newcomers of any standard. 

Hampshire contacts: Lt Mike 
McLachlan, ME02, Officers 
Training Group, HMS Sultan 
(tel. 93843 2999) and LWDSA 
Sally Donnelly, Maxillofacial 
Unit, RH Haslar (tel. 93819 
2956 2413). 

Hampshire fixtures: Nov. 7, 
Reading; Dec. 5, Havant; Jan. 
2, Overton, Feb. 6, Camberley. 

Westward contact: Lt Cdr 
Bob Chapman, Education 
Officer, HMS Heron (tel 93510 
5452). 

Westward fixtures: Nov. 1, 
Tiverton; Dec. 6, Exeter; Jan. 
17, Bideford; Feb. 6, Paignton; 
Mar. 21, Exmouth. 

On target 

IN A FIRST for the Royal Navy. 
Lt John Morgan-Hoscy won the 
I Iccklcr and Koch NATO Services 
C hallenge Cup at Bislcy Ranges. 

Lt Morgan-Hoscy (FOSM) tri¬ 
umphed at the UKPSA Practical 
Rifle Championships, featuring 
matches up to I .(XMlyds and one on 
the Ash electronic target range. 

Using a custom-built Armalon 
.308 bolt action rifle. Lt Morgan 
lloscy came second in the 1.000yd 
match, and on was the 

top NATO or police force entrant. 


With last year s titleholders, 
HMS Sultan, missing because 
of training constraints, it was 
apt that the men from an 
assault ship should take the 
boxing honours in front of a 
capacity crowd. 

Final placings and points 


were: 

1. Fearless 22 

2. Marlborough 11 

3. illustrious 9 

4 . Birmingham 8 

5. Collingwood 6 

6. Exeter 5 

7. Glasgow 3 

8. Nelson 2 

9. Invincible 1 

10. Liverpool 0 


Beaver outboxes Boxer 


BOXERS from HMS Beaver 
pipped boxers from HMS Boxer to 
win the Plymouth Command 
champions. 

Staged at the Wyvcrn Centre in 
Dcvonport. the competition saw 
the four Beaver pugilists finish two 
points clear of their Type 22 rivals. 

HMS Drake took the establish¬ 
ment title with a narrow win over 
HMS Raleigh, but Beaver was 
crowned Overall Winner in the 
two-day event. 

The four Beaver boxers - MEM 
Michael Nobby* Noble (light 
heavyweight champion). OM 
(UW) Ian 'Scousc* Rooney (wel¬ 


terweight champion). PO(S) Dave 
‘Gibbo* Gibson (middleweight 
runner-up) and OM (AW)2 
Melvin Alkct (middleweight 
champion) - won eight of their 
nine lights, the only defeat being 
Gibson s loss to Alkcr in the final. 

Final placings and points were: 


1. Beaver 11 

2. Boxer 9 

3. Campbeltown 9 

4 . Cornwall 5 

Establishments result: 

1 • Drake 6 

2. Raleigh 4 


1 
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ncet rifle 
team in 
Albania 
standby 

HMS CUMBERLAND has 
started her Armilla Patrol duty 
in the (iult after being divert 
cd to stand by off Albania as a 
precaution during the civil 
unrest there. 

During the crisis Cumberland 
embarked the Fleet Standby Rifle 
Company and Boat Troon at Split 
in Croatia, as well as the Joint Task 
Force Commander, Brigadier 
David Richards and his staff. 

While on board they prepared 
for the evacuation of Britons from 
Albania should that have been 
necessary. 

In late September Cum¬ 
berland was relieved by 
HMS London, the Brigadier 
moving his HQ ashore to 
Gioia Del Colle in Italy. 

Also in the Gulf is the tanker 
RFA Bramblclcaf, which in 
October visited Aden where 12 
years before she had evacuated 
British nationals caught up in civil 
unrest. Guest of honour at a 
reception on board was the 
Governor of Aden. Taha Ahmed 
Ghanem who said he was delight¬ 
ed at the tics with the British. 

■ HMS York returned to 
Portsmouth as Naw News went to 
press on October 25 after an eight- 
month deployment to the Gulf 

Westminster 
is first with 
new BOST 

THE FIRS'!* ship to complete the 
new six-week basic operational sea 
tr.lining (BOST) package at 
Plymouth. HMS Westminster, 
returned to her Portsmouth base 
on October 16. 

The o ne we ek longer BOS1 
programme allows more evolu¬ 
tions to be exercised. The Type 23 
frigate received a ‘Good’ assess¬ 
ment. with a ‘Very Good* grade for 
operational effectiveness. She was 
taking part in a Joint Maritime 
Course this month and is due to 
deploy in the new year. 

’Red card' idea 
in bid to beat 
harrassment 

A TRIAL system to combat sex 
discrimination in the Navy is tak¬ 
ing place on board HMS Coventry. 

A red and yellow card set-up is 
being tried as a new way of for¬ 
malising complaints. The trial was 
under way as a complaint by an cx- 
Wrcn and former member of the 
ship's company. Nicola Rushton. 
was upheld by an industrial tri¬ 
bunal 

Miss Rushton told the tribunal 
that she had been subjected to sex¬ 
ual harassment on board which 
brought her to a mental and phys¬ 
ical state which led to bei ihs 
missal as ‘temperamentally unsuit¬ 
able’ for a Naval career. 

Complaints under Coventry’s 
system are open to male and 
female members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany. They allow serious red* 
cases to be dealt with by the ship’s 
Commanding Officer, and ‘yellow’ 
by any other officer. 

A Ministry ol Defence 
spokesman, who reiterated the 
Navy’s zero tolerance of bullying 
and sexual discrimination, said the 
card system would be the subject 
of a report before any decision was 
made to extend it. 



SURVEY SHIPS BEGIN THEIR LONG TASKS 


SURVEYING Squadron ships HMS 
Endurance and HMS Scott have left 
British shores for long deployments in 
the Antarctic and Indian Ocean respec¬ 
tively. 

In Scott’s case, her absence will last 
a year, and Endurance will spend seven 
months on her annual deployment to 
the ice. 

En route she was visiting Rio de 


Janeiro and Montevideo. In Antarctica 
her tasks will include the survey of 
poorly charted areas to improve navi¬ 
gational safety for the increasing num¬ 
ber of cruise liners and charter vessels 
sailing into the region. 

Devonport-based HMS Scott called in 
at her affiliated city of Swansea before 
passing through the Mediterranean and 
Suez Canal. 

She is expected to spend 80 per cent 


of her time away actively surveying, 
making her one of the most efficient 
warships in the Navy. 

To achieve this she uses a three- 
watch system; two watches operate at 
any one time, and each watch com¬ 
pletes two one-mor.th survey periods at 
sea, separated by a four-day port visit 
as the ship refuels and stores, while the 
third watch is back in the UK for a 
month. 


Commanding Officer, Capt Bob Mark, 
said; “Scott has demonstrated excep¬ 
tional performance both with her sur¬ 
vey systems and innovative lean-man¬ 
ning, now the most radical in the Navy. 

“Our objective now is to prove relia¬ 
bility of the equipment and the full 
scope of the ship s operational capabil¬ 
ity by deploying for 11 months - 50 per 
cent longer than any deployment 
undertaken by another survey ship/ 1 



Pembroke makes 
a dashing entry 


HMS PEMBROKE cuts a dash as she enters 
Portsmouth for her hand-over to the Royal Navy. 

launched at Vosper Thornycrott's 
yard last December, is under the 
of Lt Cdr Peter Mair, and is the second of 
enhanced Sandown-class minehunters to enter 


Picture: LA(PHOT) Gary Davies 


BAN UFTED ON 
UNFORMS 
II THE STREET 


MEMBERS OF the Armed Forces may 
now wear their uniforms in public 
when travelling off military bases. 

The 20-ycar nan was being lifted on 
November 1 after a policy announcement by 
Defence Secretary George Robertson. The deci¬ 
sion u.is taken on the recommendation of the 
Chief of the Defence Staff, Gen. Sir Charles 
(Hithrie. 

It is plain that this more open approach has been 
influenced by a reassessment of security risks in the 


light of the Northern Ireland peace agreement and 
subsequent developments 

The Ministry of Defence believes that recruiting will 
be helped by the relaxation, and that the visibility of 
Service personnel going about their normal domestic 
business in the eomrmmit\ may break dOWI haulers in 
areas where the Services have lost ground. It is also 
expected that the move will be welcomed in areas with 
traditional Service links. 

The wearing of uniform in public will be voluntary 
and the decision could be reversed in the face of any 
increased terrorist threat. 


Shoes are 
back 
on board 


FOR THE first time since the 
early 1980s Royal Navy sailors 
can wear shoes on board ship 
in normal working conditions, 
instead of DMS steaming 
boots’. 

The new pattern, non-con- 
ductive shoes have an 
improved sole compound 
which makes them slip resis¬ 
tant. They are replacing an ear¬ 
lier type introduced in 1981. 
The older shoes were meant to 
be non-slip, but were found to 
be inadequate and their wear 
on board was disallowed. 

However, those with feet 
smaller than size six - which 
applies to many women - may 
still have to wear boots at sea 
because the lasts do not exist 
to extend the new sole com¬ 
pound to shoes below that 
size. 


RN divers 
defuse 
port bomb 
menace 

A WORLD War II bomb 
dredged up in Great 
Yarmouth harbour was 
defused by Navy divers after it 
caused the evacuation of hun¬ 
dreds of people from their 
homes. 

The 250kg German bomb had 
to be left in the dredger as the 
weathei oon ditl oa i on October 21 
made it impossible to tow out to 
sea. 

A six-man team from Southern 
Diving Unit 2 based at 
Portsmouth were despatched 
under the command of Lt Cdr 
Martin Jenrick and, after a Royal 
Navy Lynx helicopter from HMS 
Osprey delivered specialist equip¬ 
ment, they were able to defuse the 
device by 2230. 

Leak sub 
returns 
to Britain 

NUCLEAR submarine HMS 
Trenchant has returned home 
to Dcvonport after developing 
a fault while visiting Lisbon. 

The Navy’s attack submarine 
had shut down her reactor after 
arrival in port when a minor steam 
leak was detected. It was con¬ 
tained within the reactor compart¬ 
ment. 

Experts flew out to Portugal 
from Dcvonport to assevs the situ¬ 
ation, and the submarine was 
cleared to make the journey home 
under her own power. The prob¬ 
lem was being rectified while she 
was alongside. 

Women in subs 
report complete 

A REPORT into the implications 
of women serving in Royal Navy 
submarines has been completed 
and will shortly be presented to 
Ministers. 

The internal document is 
believed to have dealt with possi¬ 
ble medical effects, including the 
risks to the foetus of a pregnant 
woman in the atmospheric envi¬ 
ronment in submarines - although 
it is undcrst(H)d that there would 
be no significant radiation risk. 


Grafton flier dies 


in Lynx 

THE OBSERVER in HMS 
Graftons Lynx helicopter was 
killed when the aircraft ditched 
during a night exercise off 
Singapore. 

The body of Lt Toby Beale (27) 
was recovered with the helicopter 
after an intensive search by 
Grafton, nine Singapore warships, 
a New Zealand ship and two air- 
crafl c.ich from Singapore aad 
Indonesia. 

The pilot of the Lynx. Lt Cdr 
Andy flurry, escaped with minor 
bruises and was rescued soon after 
the aircraft ditched. 

Before the night encounter exer¬ 
cise with Singapore Navy vessels, 
Grafton had made her first visit to 
the Island during a stand off from 


plunge 

her Armilla Patrol duty in the Gulf. 

Lt Be.lie \s.is married with three 
children. HMS Grafton held a 
memorial service for him before 
his body was returned to UK by the 
US Air Force. 

Marine drowns 

A JUNIOR Marine was drowned 
during a river crossing exer¬ 
cise on Dartmoor. 

Nathaniel Burton (16) of the 
Commando Training Centre, 
Lympstone, died at Crazy Well 
Pool near Burrator reservoir. 
He was half-way through the 
30-week commando training 
course. His body was recov¬ 
ered by a diver. 


St Kitts leader thanks' 

hurricane aid sailors 


SAILORS from the frigate 
HMS Sheffield and RFA 
Black Rover have received 

the thanks ol the Prime 

Minister of St Kitts for help¬ 
ing in the wake of Hurricane 
Georges, which devastated 

areas of the West Indies. 

Dr Dcnzil Douglas made a 
special mention of the drips 
when he broadcast on tne 
island’s local radio. 

With her support ship RFA 
Black Rover, Sheffield sent work 

C rtics ashore after her Lynx 
licoptcr had made recce flights 
to assess the extent of the dam¬ 
age on St Kitts and the neigh¬ 


bouring island of Barbuda. 

Within an hour ol the so 
strong Naval party arriving, the 
communications system at St 
Kitts airfield was repaired and 
electriu l\ \uis restored to the 
damaged hospital. The roof of 
the matermtN hospital had been 
blown off and that, too, was 
mended. 

Working for more than two 
days in sweltering temperatures 
of 36C. the aid group also carried 
out structural checks on build¬ 
ings and restored power and 
telephone lines. 

HMS Sheffield, due to return 
from her West Indies guardship 
deployment in time for 


Christmas, continued to 
Barbados for a self-maintenance 
period. 

■ HMS Cardiff went to the 
rescue of a 50,000-ton Maltese 
merchant ship when fire broke 
out in her engine room. The 
Type 42 destroyer was in the 
Mediterranean as a member of 
NATO’s Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean when a distress 
call was received from the cargo 
ship Beluga off south-west 
Greece. 

Cardiff framed her fire hoses 
on the ship and a party of five 
specialist firefighters from the 
destroyer were sent to the strick¬ 
en vessel to extinguish the blaze. 
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EVOLUTION OF THE 
FLOATING AIRFIELD 


EIGHTY years ago the first 'true’ aircraft carrier - HMS Argus - entered service. 
Although too late to see action in World War I, her innovative design, including 
a full, unobstructed flight deck for both launching and recovering aircraft, her¬ 
alded a revolution in the projection of sea power. The earner was bom and today 
is at the core of major fleets worldwide. In this account written for Navy News, 
the Curator of the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Cdr David Hobbs, charts the evo¬ 
lution of the aircraft carrier in the light of Royal Navy plans for its next generation 
of floating airfields designed to exercise naval power in a new world order. 



• Looking for all the world what she essentially was - a merchant vessel without a top - HMS Argus was nevertheless 
the first true aircraft carrier. In this picture she wears the dazzle camouflage sported by vulnerable snips in the latter years 
of World War I. She was converted from the incomplete Italian liner Conte Rosso. 


L IKE THAT of any warship, 
the design of an aircraft 
carrier has to balance a 
number of priorities. Minor 
considerations, if given too 
much emphasis, can have a 
very great influence on the 
subsequent operational capa¬ 
bility of the ship. 

The design of British carriers has 
evolved as the method of employing 
embarked aircraft within a balanced 
fleet has changed. The original sea¬ 
plane carriers were conversions from 
merchant ships, intended to work as 
auxiliaries in support of the fleet, not 
necessarily as an integral part of it. 

They provided a measure of air support 
but were limited in speed and needed to 
stop in order to lower iheir aircraft on to 
the sea and to recover them. The need to 
operate high performance fighters for fleet 
air defence led to a number being carried 
on platforms on board battleships and 
cruisers of the Grand Fleet and to the con¬ 
version of hybrids, such as Campania and 
Furious, which had the speed to operate 
with the Fleet and to launch (but not 
recover) wheeled fighters from a flight 
deck mounted over tnc forecastle. 

Argus, commissioned 80 years 
ago in September 1918, was the 
logical next step. She was com¬ 
pleted with an unobstructed flight 
deck built over a substantial 
hangar with lifts to move aircraft 
between the two. 

Original plans to have a 'goal post’ style 
island amidships were dropped when trials 
with an after landing acck in Furious 
showed the difficulty of landing into the air 
currents caused by the structure and fun¬ 
nels amidships. 

After her completion. Argus mounted a 
mock-up wood and canvas island which 
was moved about to find the ideal position 
for it in future designs. The result, amid¬ 
ships on the starboard side, was adopted by 
all subsequent British, and the great 
majority of foreign, carrier 
The inter-war carrier conversions made 
the best use of available hulls and intro¬ 
duced the concept of having two hangars 
mounted one over the other in an attempt 
to achieve the maximum aircraft stowage 
within the tonnage allowed by the 
Washington Naval Treaty. 


While this increased the number of air¬ 
craft that could be carried, it did little to 
increase the number that could be operat¬ 
ed. However, the US Navy provided a lead 


here with the invention of transverse 
arrester wires, barriers and the use of cata¬ 
pults. 

During the 1920s and 1930s. British 
progress was hampered by' the fact that it 
was the Air Ministry, not the Admiralty, 
that controlled the specification of naval 
aircraft and thus their integration into 
ships was a complicated, bureaucratic 
process that became less successful as tech¬ 


nological progress became more rapid. 
This situation improved after Lord Inskip. 
Minister of Defence Co-ordination, passed 
control of Naval aviation back to the 
Admiralty shortly before World War II. 

During the period of re-armament in the 
late 1930s, it would have been simple to 
build repeats of Ark Royal, the first large 
fleet carrier designed and built as such for 

■ Turn to supplement page 6 


What the 
top brass 
said... 


‘All you want Is the present 
naval side of the Air Force - 
that's the future Navy' - Admiral 
Lord Fisher, First Sea Lord 1904- 
ID and 1914-15. 

7 congratulate you on becoming 
air pilots. I congratulate you on 
your wings, but I'm damned If I 
understand the colour of your 
uniform. ' - Marshal of the Royal 
Air Force Lord Trenchard on pre¬ 
senting RN aircrew with tneir 
‘wings’ in 1926. 

‘One had to have a very fine 
sense of balance and timing to 
make a good deck-lander, and 
like a pianist who suddenly dis¬ 
covers he can play the notes ... 
the technique came to me and I 
clung to it. 9 - Admiral of the Fleet 
Sir Caspar John. 

The air side is an integral part 
of our naval operation . . . 
Whether our air weapon is pre¬ 
sent or not will make the whole 
difference to the nature of the 
fighting of the Fleet and our 
strategical dispositions. That is 
a fact which will increase more 
and more year by year.' - Admiral 
of the Fleet Sir Ernie Chatfield 
(First Sea Lord 1933-38). 

I personally hold the view that 
the time is coming when the air¬ 
craft carrier force will form the 
core of the Navy/ - Deputy First 
Sea Lord Admiral C. E. Kennedy- 
Purvis in 1942. 

‘In the Fleet Air Arm the Navy 
has Its most devastating 
weapon * - Admiral of the Fleet 
Viscount Cunningham. 

‘If I haven t got the Ark (HMS Ark 
Royal) with me, I feel like a blind 
beggar without his dog/ - 

Admiral Sir James Somerville, 
Commander of Force H 1940-41. 

The employment of air-sea 
forces demonstrated the ability 
of the Navy to concentrate air¬ 
craft strength at any desired 
point of contact. These opera¬ 
tions demonstrate the ability of 
naval carrier-based aviation to 
make use of the principles of 
mobility and concentration to a 
degree possessed by no other 
force/ - Fleet Admiral Chester 
Nimitz USN, C-in-C Pacific Fleet in 
World War II. 

‘The Soviet Navy will no longer 
be confined to Its home waters, 
but will exploit the freedom of 
the seas ... Sea power without 
air power Is senseless. ’ - Admiral 
of the Fleet Sergei Gorshkov, C- 
in-C Soviet Navy 1956-85. 

‘The Invincible and Illustrious 
operations In the Gulf with the 
Americans ... proved yet again 
the value of taking our airfields 
with us and not needing support 
from other nations.' - Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater, First Sea Lord 1995- 
98. 


FRONT COVER: An artist s impression of the Lockheed Martin Joint Strike 
Fighter, overflying HMS Furious, one of earliest aircraft carriers. She was 
converted from a cruiser during World War I. and was rebuilt with a flush 
flight-deck during 1924-33. It was in that configuration that she served 
throughout Hitler s war. 
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• HMS Ark Royal, at 22,000 tons the first of Britain’s larger 
carriers, able to carry 72 warplanes. She entered service in 
1937 - but three more ships of the class were cancelled in 
favour of the Illustrious class which had armoured flight 
decks. Nevertheless, the Ark became one of the most cele¬ 
brated carriers of World War II. It was her Swordfish torpe¬ 
do bombers that scored the hits that led to the destruction 
of the German battleship Bismarck. Although more than 
once the Germans falsely claimed to have sunk the Ark, 
they eventually achieved it when she fell victim to US1 
east of Gibraltar on November 13, 1941. 























Options 
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.om clumsy seaplane tender to purpose-built carrier 




• HMS Hermes, the Royal Navy’s first purpose-built 
carrier. Displacing under 11,000 tons and with a capac¬ 
ity for only 15 aircraft, she was too small to be fully 
effective, she was sunk in an overwhelming attack by 
Japanese carrier-borne aircraft on April 9, 1942. 
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• The Sopwith Cuckoo 
was the first success¬ 
ful landplane torpedo 
bomber. If Argus had 
entered service in time 
to make an attack on 
the German fleet, this 
was the aircraft that 
would have been used. 


I ^4 


• HMS Indomitable with HMS Eagle in 
line astern photographed from HMS 
Victorious during the fateful Operation 
Pedestal convoy to Malta in August 1942. 
Eagle, converted from an incomplete bat¬ 
tleship being built for Chile, entered ser¬ 
vice in 1920. She was lost to Axis aircraft 
during the Pedestal operation. 


• The second HMS Ark Royal during the earliest days of Naval 
aviation. She entered service in 1914 when the concept of Naval 
air support centred around seaplane tenders such as her. 



Keeping ties with the Navy 

These highly fashionable ties look great and retain 
traditional links with the Royal Navy 

CLUB - White Ensigns on navy blue background, 
running diagonally In uniform rows, separated by 
red/white/red stripes (folyester) 

LEISURE Cascading White Ensigns of differing 
proportions on navy blue background. (Silk Polyester) 

112.25 each UK (Traditional) 

113.25 each UK (Cllp-on) 

For Surface Mail Abroad add 50p 


RN CROWN TIE 

Cascading gold colour crowns separated by a choice of 
either red/blue or green/blue diagonal stripes. 
(Traditional or cllp-on) 

ANCHOR & CROWN TIE 

Cascading gold colour anchors A crowns on Navy 
background separated by red and gold stripes. 
(Traditional or clip-on) 

112.25 each UK (Traditional) 

113.25 each UK Op-on) 

Surface mail abroad please add SOp 




Stylish Ladles Scarves 
White Ensign Scarf 

100% polyester twill flat scarf S2‘x9*. White Ensign on Navy blue 
background running diagonally separated by red/whlte/red stripes. 

£12.99 each UK 

For Surface Mail Abroad add SOp 


• Contra** or HUSO 




Seahorse Scarf 

Our new ladles scarf exclusively designed for Navy News 
100% polyester 90cm x 90cm. 

Two aqua seahorses centred on a cream background edged with gold 
coloured rope with gold coloured Royal Navy crowns In each comer, 
surrounded by a navy blue seascape border. 

£2 1 .99 each UK 

Fcx Surface Mail Abroad add SOp 
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r NAVY NEWS RANGE OF TIES AND ^ 
SCARVES WITH A NAUTICAL TOUCH f|f 

v These highly fashionable 9 
ties and scarves look great and retain 
traditional links with the Royal Navy 
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Please send the completed order form with remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER. NAVY NEWS. HMS NELSON. QUEEN STREET. PORTSMOUTH P0I 3HH. 

TIL: 01705 733558 
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DESCRIPTION 


QTY UNfT PRICE TOTAL PRJCE 


1. CLUB TIE (TRADmONAL) 


£12.25 


2. CLUB TIE (CLIP ON) 


£13.25 


3. LEISURE TIE (TRADITIONAL TIE) 


£12.25 


4. LEISURE TIE (CUP ON) 


£13.25 


5. RN CROWN TIE - RED/ BLUE (TRADITIONAL) 


£12.25 


6. RN CROWN TIE - RED/ BLUE (CLIP ON) 


£13.25 


7. RN CROWN TIE - GREEN/ BLUE (TRADITIONAL) 


£12.25 


8. RN CROWN TIE - GREEN/ BLUE (CUP ON) 


113.25 

• 

9. CROWN A ANCHOR TIE (TRADITIONAL) 


£12.25 


10. CROWN A ANCHOR TIE (CUP ON) 


£13.25 


10. SEAHORSE SCARF 


£21.99 


11. WHITE ENSIGN SCARF 


£12.99 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK PAP. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY £ 

AwdUNr (dam den outskie the UK Plum tor postage com *nd payment dmAL 

— 


NAME . . 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 
TEL. 


I enclose my cheque/P.O totalling £ made payable to Navy News or please debit 

my Access/Visa/Barclay/Delta Card/Solo/S witch. My card number Is 

Ml., ,,, ,-m- ——- 


Expiry date 
Signature . 
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B RITAIN'S next genera¬ 
tion of aircraft carriers, 
due to enter service in 
2012, will represent an ad¬ 
vance possibly more pro¬ 
found than any since the con¬ 
cept of seaborne air power 
began to be translated Into 
reality, writes Anton Hanney. 

While it may seem that the future 
carriers wMJ he a reversion to the flat- 
top giants of Britain's wartime and 
post-war fleets, their design and 
development will in many areas be a 
departure from anything that has 
gone before — a gestation firmly root¬ 
ed in the 21st century. 

They will, however, cany forward the 
lessons learned during 80 years of carrier 
development and operations, particularly 
with the Invincible class. The new carriers 
will be twice as large as the Invincible* 
with projected new technology providing 
more space; there will be more aircraft 
(up to 50) providing a much stronger 
punch. 

That punch is intended to be enhanced 
further by new technology aimed at 
increasing the sortie rate. And ’smart pro¬ 
curement' procedures are being used with 
the aim of ensuring that each 40,000- 
tonne vessel will cost no more than each 
of the Invmdbles, 

Project Manager for the Future Carrier, 
Capt Nick Harry RN, is a marine engi¬ 
neer, leading a small team at the Ministry 
of Defence's Abbey Wood establishment 
near Bristol. They arc laying the ground¬ 
work for the shape of things to come, and 
they are doing it in a new way,,, 

R epresentatives of five potential, 
prime contractors are included in 
the 30-firong team. They are the 
companies which have designs for the 
Joint Strike Fighter - Lockheed Man to 
and Boeing - as well as British Aerospace, 
GEC Marine and electronics giani 
Thomson. 

“It is an integrated team so that when 
we put a job out to tender wc warn indus¬ 
try to understand it* said Capt Harry. 
“We are creating a database of one-line 
requirements, so that it Is very dear what 
wc want." 

The first major strategic decision will he 
made in about two years' time when the 
Future Carrier Borne Aircraft is chosen, 
the favoured option being a STOVL - 
short take-off and vertical landing - vari¬ 
ant of the JSE 

It is only after (hat decision is made - 


Electrifying advance 

in ship propulsion 


T HE ROYAL Navy's pre¬ 
sent gas turbine engines 
- Tyne, Olympus and 
Spey - all have their roots in 
the 19E0s and 1970s, and since 
they were designed technolo¬ 
gy has moved forward and can 
now help us take advantage of 
modern materials and more 
efficient ways of changing fuel 
Into propulsion power for our 
ships. 

Tne WR21 engine project aims to 
achieve just that. The result of a col¬ 
laborative effort by the US company 
Westinghouse and Rolls-Royce, it uses 
proven, modem, civil aero technology, 
bringing together parts of the Rolls- 
Royce RB2II-524 which powers the 
Boeing 747, the RB2L1-535 (Boeing 
757) and the Trent engine (Boeing 777 
and Airbus 320), 

The engine system is being designed by 
stn international consortium of Northrop 
Grumman Marine Systems (USA), Rolls- 
Royce Marine Power (UK), Allied Signals 
(USA) and CAE (Canada) under a US 
Navy contract. 

Both the UK and France are partnering 
the US Navy, with the UK providing the 
engine's test site at the Admiralty lest 
House (AT1I) at the Defence Evaluation 
and Research Agency establishment at 
Pyestock. 

ITic engine's increased efficiency is 
achieved by adding heat exchangers to the 
traditional simple-cyde gas turhme to pro¬ 
duce an advanced-cycle machine. An inter- 


AT A LITTLE-KNOWN establishment at Pyestock, near 
Famborough, a series of tests have been under way which her¬ 
ald a re\>olution in ship propulsion as great as the move from 
steam to gas turbine almost three decades ago. In this article 
for Navy News, the head of the Ministry of Defence Marine 
Gas Turbine Section, Cdr Ken McKenzie, explains how 
the WR21 engine is set to bring new power to the Royal Navy. 


The WR21 engine undergoing 

f*ctun BoH Royc 


Pyestock. 
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cooler is used to reduce the power the 
machine swallows internally, while a recu¬ 
perator fitted in the engine's exhaust 
reclaims heat from the exhaust gases to 
reduce the amount of fuel needed. 

This gives a fuel usage which is much 
closer to the efficient diesel engine than 
has been possible until now, while keeping 
the gas turbine's maintenance advantages. 
It also allows a move away from the Royal 
Navy's need lo use cruise and boost 
engines, WR2I can do the job of both. 

The ATH at Pyestock has been used for 
testing gas turbines since 1952, and is 
manned and operated by a mix of DERA 
and RN personnel. It is the only maritime 
engine test site in the UK (or, at present, 
in the USA or France) which can cope with 
an engine of WR2i*s power - up to 25 per 
cent more than the Olympus and almost 
double that of the Spey. 

Eight development tests have 
been completed al Pyestock, pro¬ 
gressively changing the engine 
from a paper design to a machine 
reedy tor production and use In a 
ship, and successfully showing Its 
impressive capabilities and Its thor¬ 
oughbred nature. 

Before development is completed at the 
end of next year, there will be one more 
test at Pyestock and a final test at a new US 
site in Philadelphia. To clear the engine for 
warship*, DERA facilities will support a 
shock trial and a very aggressive endurance 
trial, simulating use of the engine for nine 
years of actual RN service. 

After that, WR21 will be ready to play its 
part in the continuing revolution, introduc¬ 
ing integrated full electric propulsion to the 
MTum to supplement page 7, 
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Underwing passenger pods start trials 


THE ABILITY of carrier commanders 
to rescue pilots downed over enemy 
territory could be greatly Increased ft 
an experiment at Boscombe Down 
gets off the ground, writes Dominic 
Biake, 

Defence Evaluation and Research 
Agency staff at Boscombe have been test¬ 
ing a pod which can be slung under the 
wing of a Harrier, giving it the ability to 
pick up passengers hundreds of miles 
beyond the range of helicopters. 

The *EJdnT (Extraction and Insertion) 
pods have been conceived by aviation 
Innovators AVPRO Ltd and built by 
Hunting Engineering and DERA staff at 
Famborough, have been fitted successful¬ 


ly to RAF GR7 ground attack Harriers at 
Boscombe in the latest trials. 

Researchers are now wetting for 
approval for a six-month flying trial, cen¬ 
tred on the aerodynamics of the new pod 
and the physiological effects that would be 
encountered by passengers. 

But volunteers are not required yet. The 
first Bights will be made with Instrument¬ 
carrying dummies to ensure the pods are 
safe to carry passengers. 

AVPRO spokesman Mike Ryan said: 
‘ We don't think that travelling in a pod will 
be any more uncomfortable than flying in a 
helicopter or a Hercules. 

We will be testing the stresses 


involved, the heating systems, oxygen 
supply, the way that flexing of the Harrier's 
composite wings might affect a passen¬ 
ger, the ability of the pods to withstand 
bird strikes, and we will be checking for 
any toxic gases. In short, every conceiv¬ 
able aspect of occupant safety/ 

// successful the pods have huge potential 
for use by the Armed forces, including casu¬ 
alty evacuation* special forces insertion and 
extraction, delivery of explosive ordnance 
disposal teams, and rapid transport of 
equipment loo sensitive to he dropped M 
parachute. 

Studies are also being carried out to 
ensure compatibility wfth both Joint Strike 


Fighter prototypes, Euro fighter and the 
Tornado, which could carry four men with 
3001bs of personal equipment each. 

One variation of the pod is designed to 
be dropped at sea P equipped with a motor 
lo take the pods to their ultimate destina¬ 
tion, such as a beach, oil rig or ship. 

The low-cost pods can also be carried 
by Apache attack helicopters whose night 
vision capability, awesome firepower and 
enormous range make them ideal for com¬ 
bat search and rescue operations. 

□ Hunting Engineering Ltd, manufactur¬ 
ers of the JP233 minelaying pods used in 
the Gulf War, are also believed to be 
exploring the possibility of converting 
them for search and rescue operations. 
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go tli rough i stiAiion ihai will provide the 
bombs quickly instead of just pulling them 
on deck and taking them to the aircraft: 
and then they'll go on to another station 
where they are refuelled, and so on. 

“And a lesson we’ve learned from the 
Invincible class is that 
we won't have our lifts 
in the middle of the 
runway of the new 
ships. Thai means wc 
will be able to strike 
aircraft down and raise 
them to the flight deck 
while at the same time 
launching and recov¬ 
ering," 

As tong as develop¬ 
ment of the revolu¬ 
tionary Integrated Full 
Electric Power (IFEP) 
system is successful, ii 
is anticipated that it 
will he used in the new 
carriers, achieving 
economies in space, 
manpower and fuel 

With IF'EP the gas 
turbines could be 
located in the super- 
si rite tore, which would 
offer more hangar 
space - for more air¬ 
craft - as it would do away with the air 
uptakes and down takes of the current sys¬ 
tem. and take up less actual propulsion 
space below decks. 

Under those circumstances, and if cata¬ 
pult launchers became necessary', the 
absence of steam to power them would 
make it imperative that an alternative 


• Capt Nick Hurry - faying the 
groundwork tor the shape of 
things to come. 


power source be devised, such as the sys¬ 
tem of electro-magnetic launchers cur¬ 
rently under study m the USA. 

However, the main lesson learned from 
the Invincible* is that sire docs matter. 
“Recent operational analysis indicates 
that they arc too 
small/' said < apt 
} lurry, “and we want to 
make the new hulls 
more maintainable so 
that wc can achieve the 
same levels of readi¬ 
ness from two hulls as 
we can with three,” 

“it is planned that 
they will have very 
short refits - si* 
months. It’s a new con¬ 
cept of progressive 
upkeep. Weapons and 
sensors will be 
designed in a modular 
way. to be easily updat¬ 
ed. 

■'If you look at tile 
way technology is dri¬ 
ving forwards now. 
everything is gelling 
smaller and tends to he 
very software inten¬ 
sive. which means that 
to upgrade a piece of 
equipment might mean that only its mod¬ 
ule needs to be replaced.** 

Whatever shape emerges as a fully 
operational ship m 2012, 'affordability' is 
the new-speak word that is seen as holding 
the plan together. It is acknowledged by 
everyone involved in the project that with¬ 
out it. there will be no new carriers. 


THE OPTIONS 


O This futuristic carrier shape has 
been produced by the Concepts 
Division of the Defence Evaluation 
and Research Agency, The ship has 
twin angled ftight decks and no tun- 
nets, the engine exhaust being 
through the transom. The aircraft 
ranged on deck are Joint Strike 
Fighters and Westtand Martins. 

O This CTOL (conventional take¬ 
off and landing) version is based 
on the US-buitt F-18E-F aircraft ; 
but coutd operate a n avalised 
Eurofighter or French Rafale ■„ 

O The VSTDL carrier f a concep 
built around the Angto-US Jon 
Strike Fighter which is a strong 
contender among the aircraft 
options, integrated Full Electric 
Propulsion (IFEP) would be 
employed, with four WR21 gas tur¬ 
bines mounted in the superstructure. 

Lockheed Martin s JSF proposal. 
Vertical lift would be provided by 
a Rolls-Royce Allison shaft-dri¬ 
ven lift fan behind the pilot two rott 
ducts and a swivelling main engine . 
Cool air from the lift fan would avoid 
hover problems associated with high 
temperature and high-velocity air. 

© Boeings JSF version , also show¬ 
ing an Invincible-class carrier in 
this artist's impression , The US 
development programme for JSF is 
due to start in 200T 


ept 
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which will also dictate whether the Navy 's 
new aircraft will be STOVL. STOBAR 
(short take-off but arrested recovery) or 
catapult launched - that the shape of the 
ncw r carrier will emerge. 

"An investment appraisal will be carried 
out of all the options and by then the dif¬ 
ferent aircraft designs being developed by 
Lockheed and Boeing wilt be more 
mature, . * 

“Having decided which option we re 
going for, we can then carry out a three- 
year phase of risk reduction, because 
there arc certainly risks associated with 
any new technology." 

A computer generated virtual ship* will 
he built - along with a virtual shipyard to 


iron out the risk factor before construc¬ 
tion begins, driving down ihc costs as 
much as possible before metal is cut. 

It is envisaged that first-of-cla.es flying 
trials * normally a lengthy, two-year 
roccss for a carrier will be almost 
ahed by the use of simulation. 

Ultimately these ships are 
designed around sortie genera¬ 
tion, availability and survivability;* 
said Capt Harry, 

“One of the new systems being consid¬ 
ered is Pitsiop, employing the same sort of 
techniques to arm and service aircraft as is 
being used in Formula One motor racing, 
“You can anticipate that (he aircraft will 


way drawing of the Exint pod shows how a downed 
d be accommodated, white (below) being flown to 
r the wing of a Sea Harrier 
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Britain’s battling 
carriers a 
design success 


■ From supplement page 2 

the Royal Navy, but this did not 
suit the Controller. Admiral Sir 
Reginald Henderson. who 
demanded armoured carriers. 

He was the most experienced 
carrier admiral in the Royal Navy, 
having served as the first Rear 
Admiral Aircraft Carriers, in 
Furious in 1931. and was particu¬ 
larly concerned that new ships 
should be able to stand up to 
attacks by land based bombers in 
the North Sea and Mediterranean. 

In the Illustrious-class fleet car¬ 
riers he got them. Previous carrier 
designs had incorporated armour 
on the waterline; Illustrious had a 
hangar built as an armoured box to 
protect the aircraft in it. with an 
armoured flight deck above it. 
Both were intended to defeat 5001b 
bombs or 6in. shell fire. 

None of the Illustrious 
group were sunk by enemy 
action in World War II. 
although all were attacked 
with bombs, torpedoes and 
kamikaze aircraft. 

While this was to their credit, it 
has to be said, on the other hand, 
that they were complicated and 
expensive ships to build with their 
medium-range guns, fire control 
systems and high performance 
machinery. After the war only one 
of the six - HMS Victorious - was 
modernised, despite extensive 
planning for the rest, due to the 
prohibitive cost of reconstruction. 

Wartime design was pragmatic. 
The recommendation of the Future 
Building Committee that aiur »tt 
embarked in carriers should form 
the backbone of the Fleet, led to 
the 1942 light fleet carrier pro¬ 
gramme. arguably one of the most 
successful British warship designs. 

Sixteen of these ships and eight 
of the later 1943 design were laid 
down and 15 of the former and 
four of the latter completed. 
Armour, medium-calibre guns and 
their fire control equipment were 
all omitted to save cost and cut the 
time needed for construction, 
although an extensive radar outfit 
was retained. 

Machinery was similar to that fit¬ 
ted in the War Emergency destroy¬ 
ers giving adequate speed. 
Mercantile construction tech¬ 
niques were used to further save 
time and cost and to use shipyards 
that were not normally employed 
to build warships. 

Work also continued on fleet 
carrier design during the war and 
four modified Implacables were 
laid down, two of which emerged 
potl WU as Eagle and Ark Royal. 

Considerable effort went into 
the larger projected Malta class, 
which were to rely heavily on 


American influence. Similar in size 
to the USN Midway class. thc\ 
would have had an armoured hull 
but an open hangar which would 
have allowed aircraft engines to be 
run in it, the flight deck would have 
been thinly armoured with two cen¬ 
treline and two deck edge lifts. 

The Malta class would 
have carried 100 aircraft, 
about 80 of which could 
have been launched in a sin¬ 
gle deck load* strike. Three 
were ordered, but only Malta 
herself was laid down - and 
she was not completed due 
to post-war economies. 

The severe wartime shortage of 
flight decks was overcome by the 
commissioning of escort carriers. 
Some of these were converted from 
merchant ships in the United 
Kingdom, and Lend Lease 
arrangements allowed others to be 
loaned to the Royal Navy bv the 
USN. 

The British ships started with 
the austere Audacity' and ended 
with sophisticated vessels such as 
Pretoria Castle and Campania. 
The US-supplied ships included 
mercantile conversions such as 
Avenger and progressed to ships of 
the Ruler class, built as warships 
but based on a mercantile hull 
design. 

All of these had hangar decks 
that curved, following the original 
hull lines, and this made aircraft 
difficult to move. Later US classes, 
not lent to the Royal Navy, cured 
this shortcoming. The shortage of 
fleet carriers in the Royal Naw led 
to a number of these ships fulfilling 
fleet tasks throughout tnc world at 
which, it has to be said, they were 
successful but to the detriment of 
their intended escort role. 

In the harsh post-war eco¬ 
nomic climate, the Royal 
Navy was unable to com- 

R lete the majority of the 
irge carriers under con¬ 
struction or ordered and 
was forced to make the best 
use it could of those it had. 

The 1942 light fleet carriers 
proved to be ideal for a wide vari¬ 
ety of operations, being capable of 
operating a sizeable air group while 
being relatively cheap to run. 
Australia, Canada and India took 
advantage of this and bought 
incomplete Majestic-class hulls for 
completion to their own require¬ 
ments to create carrier task groups 
of their own. 

Faced with the need to operate 
larger and more sophisticated jet 
aircraft in the 1950s. the Royal 
Navy developed the angled deck, 
steam catapult and mirror/projec¬ 
tor landing aids; concepts subse¬ 
quently adopted by the world’s 



navies. The light fleet carriers, 
with the exception of Warrior, were 
not modernised and were broken 
up from the late 1950s. some with 
little more than ten years service. 

The carrier designed to replace 
the remaining war-designed ships 
in service was CVA 01, the result of 
more than ten years work which 
had led to many new and innova¬ 
tive ideas. Had she been construct¬ 
ed, she would have been named 
Queen Elizabeth, perpetuating a 
tradition of naming major warships 
after the reigning sovereign. 

Her cancellation in 1966 and the 
premature withdrawal by 1978 of 
the remaining conventional carri¬ 
ers had a devastating effect on the 
ability of the Royal Navy to project 
power and left a gap that will be 
unfilled until the new generation of 
carriers is in service. 

The present Invincible class 
grew out of an escort cruiser 
design, originally intended to com¬ 
plement a battle group centred on 
a Queen Elizabeth-class carrier. 
While the design has proved more 
flexible than the original writers of 
the specification have a right to 
expect, it suffers from a lack of 
focus, trying as it docs to combine 
the roles of cruiser, destroyer and 
light carrier. 


■ Cdr David Hobbs MBE, 
RN (retd) is Deputy 
Director and Curator of the 
Fleet Air Arm Museum. He 
is author of Aircraft 
Carriers of the Royal and 
Commonwealth Navies. 


• The results of a kamikaze attack on an aircraft carrier of the British Pacific Fleet. The armoured 
flight decks of the Illustrious class protected them from serious damage, usually allowing them to 
return to action within hours. 



• The escort carrier HMS Chaser, photographed from an aircraft that has Just been launched from 
her flight deck. Like many ships of her type - known affectionately as Wooiworth Carriers - she was 
converted from a merchant hull and intended to fulfil a convoy escort role. But the shortage of fleet 
carriers meant that sometimes escorts were called upon to undertake more general tasks. 



• Light fleet carriers ... Unarmoured and smaller than the ships of the Illustrious class, they were nevertheless simpler and 
more economic. Beginning in 1942, 19 were completed, many remaining In RN service into the 1950s. These post-war pictures 
show (above) HMS Glory with a Colony-class cruiser and HMS Ocean, the first Royal Navy ship to land-on a Jet aircraft. 
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• Carrier innovations: The angled flight deck is shown clearly in this picture (left) of HMS Victorious in Subic Bay. She was the 
only wartime fleet carrier of the Illustrious group to be modernised for the jet-equipped Navy, continuing in service until 1969. 
With the introduction of the helicopter as a troop-carrying vehicle, several other carriers had no need of an angled deck as they 
were converted to Commando-carrying, such as HMS Bulwark (centre), pictured in 1980. The steam catapult, shown on board 
HMS Eagle (right) was essential for launching jets. The picture was taken in 1970, nine years before she decommissioned. 




FULL CIRCLE 


... HMS Ark Royal. Britain's last 
conventional strike carrier. She 
and HMS Eagle, were the largest 
vessels of their type to be built 
for the Royal Navy. She paid off 
in 1980, the last casualty of 
Britain’s 1960s decision to dis¬ 
pense with strike carriers. 


... HMS Hermes, converted as a Commando carrier, was refitted with a ski-ramp just in time to 
become one of only two British aircraft carriers available for the Falk lands War. The lesson that 
Britain’s Fleet did need carriers had become very pointed. She was the last of the wartime car¬ 
rier designs to serve in the Royal Navy, and was sold to India as the Viraat in 1986. 


, .. HMS Invincible after launch in 1977. The first carrier in service to 
be designed since World War II. she was intended as an anti-subma¬ 
rine helicopter platform, but was adapted to effective use of the Harrier. 
She and sister-ships Illustrious and Ark Royal have over two decades 

strike carrier. 


fulfilled a range of roles, not the least being that of 


Electrifying advance in ship propulsion 


■ From supplement page 4 

marine environment. The Ministry of Defence s ‘elec¬ 
tric ship' programme aims to mate advanced electric 
propulsion available for the Future Escort and Future 
Carrier programmes. To that end technology demon¬ 
stration programmes are under way or about to start to 
ensure tnai smaller, more powerful motors are avail¬ 
able. that the electronics arc able to support them, and 
that smaller gas turbines driving generators are ready 
to provide the power they need. 

The step from mechanical drive using gearboxes 
and long propeller shafts to electric motors connected 
to their gas-turbine driven generators only by electric 
cables is as great a change in RN marine engineering 
as was that from steam to gas turbine in the 1970s. 

It will give tremendous flexibility to the ship design¬ 


er as to where he sites his machinery spaces - for 
instance, on the upper deck in a carrier island - and 
lets us look at technologies such as the podded drives’ 
now being used to power cruise liners where the dri¬ 
ving motor is outside the ship in a pod under the stern, 
directly driving the propeller. 

As importantly, it allows significant reductions in 
running costs and thus has the potential to allow very 
large savings to fhe defence budget in years to come. 

Technically, the WR2I programme is progressing 
well and is on track to be ready for all the RN ships 
which can benefit from using it. Most encouragingly, it 
also has export potential. Its progress is being followed 
with considerable interest internationally by a range of 
navies, and is likely to find favour from a number of 
them for their future ship designs. 
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If you’re keen on sports, the Royal Navy has more to offer than any other 
organisation of its size you could name, and some of the finest facilities to 
enjoy them. Apart from the usual team games - and ships’ teams regularly 
do well in matches played at their various ports of call around the world, 
even against professional sides - the Senior Service caters for all tastes. 
Well, most of them. Everything from white water rafting to motorcycle 
rallying. From ice climbing to hang gliding. From potholing to skydiving. 

Everywhere the Navy goes, its high standard of physical fitness is 
demonstrated by its sporting prowess. The 1999 Navy News Calendar has 
the latest pictures of some of the best units of today's Navy - with snap 
shots of its people enjoying the opportunities it gives them to make the 
most of their leisure time.They work hard and play hard. 


Once again the customary high 
standard of presentation and 
production has been maintained 
with a new and improved layout 

This collectors piece calendar of 
splendid colour pictures is printed 
on fine grade paper, wire bound at 
the head and with high quality 
varnish cover. 

Size approx: 
37cm. x 28.5cm. 


Price 

€ 6.00 

UK 

£ 6.75 

Surface Mail Abroad 






Please send your orders to: 


The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. 

Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 


Telephone: 01705 826040 Fax: 0170S 830149 


























